Vocabulary: Instructional Routine
(Note:  Teach words AFTER you have read a story to your students and BEFORE students read a selection.)
Step 1:    Introduce the word.
a)          Write the word on the board or overhead.
b)          Read the word and have the students repeat the word.
         If the word is difficult to pronounce or unfamiliar have the students repeat 
         The word a number of times.  Example:   (This word is relieved.   What word?”

Step 2:    Present a student-friendly explanation.
a)          Tell the students the explanation.  OR
b)          Have them read the explanation with you.   Example: (When something that is    
         difficult is over or never happened at all, you feel relieved.  So if something that is 
         difficult is over, you would feel _____________________ .”       

Step 3:    Illustrate the word with examples.
a)         Concrete examples.  Example.  “When the spelling test is over, you feel 
        ________________. 
b)         Visual representations
c)         Verbal examples.  “When the spelling test is over, you feel 
        ________________. “  “ When you have finished giving the speech that you 
        dreaded, you feel relieved.” 

Step 4:    Check students’ understanding.
Option 1:  Ask deep processing questions.
                   When the students lined up for morning recess, Jason said, “I am so relieved 
                      that this morning is over.”  Why might Jason be relieved?

                      When Maria was told that the soccer game had been cancelled, she said, “I am 
                      relieved”.  Why might Maria be relieved?
Option 2:  Have students discern between examples and non-examples.
                   “If you were nervous singing in front of others, would you feel relieved when
                       the concert was over?” Yes  “Why?”

                      “If you loved singing to audiences, would you feel relieved when the concert
                       was over” No  “Why not?”
Option 3:  Have students generate their own examples.
                   “Tell your partner a time when you were relieved.”
Option 4:  Provide students with a “sentence starter.”  Have them say the
                   complete sentence.
                   “Sometimes your mother is relieved.  Tell your partner when your mother is
                      Relieved.  Start your sentence by saying, “My mother is relieved when _______.
Anita Archer, Ph.D.

