Title I Part A and Coordination with the McKinney-Vento Act
Automatic Eligibility

Children and youth who are homeless are automatically eligible for Title I, Part A, services, whether or not they attend a Title I school or meet the academic standards required of other children for eligibility.3 This automatic eligibility acknowledges that the experience of homelessness puts children at significant risk of academic failure, regardless of their previous academic standing.

In addition to serving homeless students not enrolled in Title I schools, U.S. Department of Education Guidance states that set asides also can be used to provide services to homeless students who are attending Title I schools.  In determining the set-aside amount, LEAs should allow for the provision of services to homeless students who attend Title I schools that will meet the unique needs of these children above and beyond the regular Title I programs at those schools.

Additionally, an LEA receiving Title I, Part A funds must include in its LEA Five Year Strategic Plan a description of how the plan is coordinated with the McKinney-Vento Act.  The plan must describe services provided to homeless children.  
Mandatory Reservations of Funds

According to Title I, Part A, LEAs must reserve (or set aside) such funds as are necessary to provide comparable services to homeless children who are not attending Title I schools. [20 USC6313(c)(3)] In determining appropriate expenditures for the funds set aside for homeless students, it is important to note that comparable services do not mean services that are necessarily identical to other Title I, Part A, services.

How to Determine the Set-Aside

Method #1: Identify homeless students’ needs, and fund accordingly. 

Based on last year’s cost data, you can allocate your Title I, Part A set-aside, taking into account any changes you anticipate n your population of homeless students. 

Method #2: Obtain count of homeless students and multiply by Title I, Part A per-pupil allocation.

Example: Your district identifies 10 children as homeless, using the McKinney-Vento definition. Your Title I, Part A per-pupil allocation is $600. You could comply with the set-aside requirement by reserving $6,000 ($600 per-pupil allocation x 10 students).

Method #3: Reserve an amount of funds greater than or equal to the amount of the LEA  McKinney-Vento subgrant.
Method #4: Reserve a specific percentage based on the district’s poverty level or total Title I, Part A allocation.

For example, a district might set aside between 1 percent and 5 percent of its total allocation, depending on the district’s poverty level and the total district Part A allocation. 
Frequently Asked Questions
What types of services may an LEA provide to homeless students with funds reserved under Section 1113(c)(3) of Title I?

An LEA may use funds reserved under this section to provide services to eligible homeless students in both Title I and non-Title I schools that are comparable to services provided to non-homeless students in Title I schools.  Services provided should assist such children in meeting the State's challenging academic content and academic achievement standards. An LEA has the discretion to use reserved funds to provide a homeless student with services that are not ordinarily provided to other Title I students and that are not available from other sources.  Acceptable uses of the Title I Part A funds set aside to address the needs of homeless include the following items:
· Clothing
· Personal care items
· School supplies - above what is provided by the district

· Tutoring - above what is provided by the school the student is attending
· Counseling - above what is provided by the school the student is attending.
May funds under Title I Part A be used to transport homeless students to and from the school of origin?

LEAs may not use funds under Title I, Part A to transport homeless students to or from their school of origin.  Transportation services to the school of origin are mandated under the McKinney-Vento Act’s statute.  The “supplement/supplant” provisions in Title I prohibit those funds from being used to support activities that the LEA would otherwise be required to provide. 

