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A new name: Literacy West Virginia
By Judy Azulay, Coordinator of West Virginia Literacy

David Coccari and Judy Azulay with their awards.

The regional technical assistants with their awards.
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Literacy — that’s what we do! As
West Virginia Laubach Literacy
(WVLL) and Literacy Volunteers of
America-West Virginia (LVA-WV)

struggled to find a name for their newly merged
organization, they decided to make the name
clearly fit the mission. So was born Literacy
West Virginia.

On July 1, 2003, WVLL and LVA-WV officially
became one statewide organization. Throughout
the summer and early fall, local councils and
affiliates gathered in their regions to choose
representatives to serve as charter members of
the board of directors.

Their first meeting took place at the West
Virginia Adult Education Association (WVAEA)
conference on November 7. Those in attendance
reviewed and discussed the merits of the names
that had been suggested at the regional meet-
ings. They felt the words “West Virginia” and
“literacy” most clearly reflected the mission.
Through board member discussions during the
next week, they adopted the name Literacy West
Virginia by unanimous consent.

The meeting at noon on November 7 followed
the WVAEA awards brunch where West Virginia
Literacy honored Richard Jenkins as student of

the year. His award was presented by Pam
Bryan, director of Tri-State Literacy. Additional
awards were presented by David Coccari, who
recognized the regional technical assistants and
charged them with bringing about successful
expansion and strengthening of programs
during the year to come under the banner of the
new state organization. He presented Judy
Azulay a  plaque crediting her work in bringing
the two organizations together and naming her
Ambassador for Literacy. In turn, Shalom
Tazewell presented David Coccari with a plaque
in honor of his leadership as chairman of the
new organization.
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r Do the winter doldrums have you
down? The best way I know of to
cure these “blues” is to celebrate! So
turn off your computer, find a cozy

corner, pour a cup of coffee (or hot chocolate),
and read this issue of Networks. It is full of
celebrations, recognitions, and tips to get your
year started off right.

It is with a wide range of emotions
that I write this simple message to
express my sincere appreciation for
all the opportunities and experiences

presented to me over the past 30+ years work-
ing in the field of Adult Basic Education (ABE)
as an instructor and state staff member. I truly
enjoyed 99 percent of it.  It has been wonderful
working with the many dedicated people
serving in the fields of ABE and volunteer
literacy. The passion of both groups to positively
impact the lives of adult learners and their
families is clearly evidenced.
     It has always been important to me that
when I left the classroom, the office, or a profes-
sional development training session at the end
of the day, I knew my efforts had made a
difference in the world that day. I have been
blessed to work all of my professional life in a
field that that allowed me that personal satisfac-
tion. The time I spent in ABE as rewarding and
enriching to my life.

In mid-November, I accepted a position with
the Department of Education as a coordinator in

the Office of Professional
Preparation. In this new
position, I review and
approve applications of
those who need creden-
tials to work in any
education field across
our state. I am thrilled to
be able to continue
answering my daily
question “Did my efforts
make a difference in the
world today?” with a
resounding yes. I believe
that the functions of this
office, as with ABE
teacher training and

professional development, help to ensure and
maintain quality of our statewide educational
system.

My office is just down the hall from the ABE
state office area. Please feel free to contact me by
stopping by Bldg 6, Room 252, calling 558-7010,
or emailing llkiser@access.k12.wv.us.

I wish you continued success with your
professional efforts along with a personal wish
for a joyous New Year. 

A fond farewell from
Laura Kiser

mailto:kwinter@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:cshank@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:d.fattaleh@worldnet.att.net
mailto:llkiser@access.k12.wv.us
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Important News
West Virginia Laubach (WVLL) and

Literacy Volunteers of America WV (LVA-WV)
have merged as of July 1, 2003

We now are:
Literacy West Virginia
For more information, please call

1-800-642-2670

“Johnnie Hamilton loves his job, and
his students love him. And now he
has the framed proof hanging on his
wall,” said Jennifer Heaslip in her

article published in the Dominion Post
(Morgantown, WV). “Hamilton, who is coordi-
nator of adult education at the Monongalia
Technical Education Center, was named West
Virginia Adult Education Administrator of the
Year this month in Charleston.”

Johnnie Hamilton entered the field of adult
education in 1993, after many successful years of
teaching marketing in Marion and Monongalia
County high schools. Originally, he served the
adult population by developing extensive
evening academic programming in Monongalia
County and coordinating Fairmont State College
extension classes. In 1998, the responsibility for
all Adult Basic Education (ABE) programming
was added to his already overflowing plate.
Rather than shun the additional responsibilities,
he embraced the ABE program and worked hard to
expand the opportunities to all adults in the county.

He supported the WorkSCANS program,
which was cited as outstanding by WVAEA, Inc.
in 2000. Recognizing the need to expand the
English as a Second Language (ESL) offerings,
he campaigned for, and obtained, a full-time ESL
position at the Center in 2000. In 2002, the
Monongalia County ESL program also received
the Outstanding Program award.

He continues to manage an evening program
that serves approximately 3,000 students each
year with a self-supporting budget of $300,000
and 40 instructors to supervise — and still finds
time to familiarize himself with the ABE stu-
dents and their needs.

In the spring of 2003, Johnnie spearheaded an
overnight field trip to Huntington for ABE
students to hear John Corcoran, author of The
Teacher Who Couldn’t Read, speak at a Tri-State
Literacy Council celebration. He served not only
as administrator, but also as chauffer!

In addition to all of this, Johnnie designed
and implemented the only paraprofessional
program for adults offered through ABE and
manages the largest off-campus site for
Fairmont State College.

Johnnie has served as and External Diploma
Program (EDP) assessor in year past and pres-
ently serves as GED test administrator in both
Monongalia and Marion Counties.

WVAEA names Hamilton Administrator of the Year

He has always been a faithful member of his
professional organizations, having served as
secretary and president of the WV Vocational
Association. He currently serves on the WVAEA,
Inc. board of directors, where he is a dedicated
and valuable member.

When the presenter of the award began
reading the biography of the winner without
saying any name, Johnnie soon realized he was
the person. But the surprise didn’t stop there.

He said, “When the whole place stood up, I
looked back, and there was my mother taking
pictures.”

Although it came as a surprise to Johnnie, his
colleagues feel the award went to exactly the
right person. 

Johnnie Hamilton with his mother.

By Edie Jett, Monongalia County Learning Center coordinator and Kathy Hollingsworth, WVAEA, Inc.
president
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“To know her is to love her!” That’s
what class members, teachers,
friends, and acquaintances say about
Lillian Williams, the 2004 Adult

Student of the Year as chosen by the West
Virginia Adult Education Association, Inc.
(WVAEA) at its annual conference at Stonewall
Jackson Resort.

A widow since 1995, Lillian is now a single
parent with five children (ages eight to 24),
including twin boys, plus three grandchildren
(ages one to four).

She is the daughter of Thelma and James
Winston and the second of thirteen children.

Lillian entered the adult basic education
program at the Berkeley County Library on
October 22, 2001 as part of the TANF (Tempo-
rary Assistance to Needy Families) Priority
Program.

Always ready to help with a gentle smile or
kind, encouraging words, Lillian was named
Student of the Month several times by her peers.

Even though her benefits ceased, obliging her
and three of her children to move in with her
parents, Lillian continued to attend class.

Attending class was not as easy as you might
think.

Lillian now lived in Jefferson County, but
wanted to continue her classes at the library in
Berkeley County.

On top of that, she did not drive.
So, rides had to be arranged to and from class

To know her is to love her
Lillian Williams, WVAEA Adult Student of the Year

By Becke McDaniel, ABE instructor, Berkeley County

Above: Becke McDaniel, teacher, and Lillian Williams
are congratulated by Senator Brooks McCabe, guest
speaker at the awards brunch.

four days per week so Lillian could complete the
requirements of the External Diploma Program
(EDP).

Her persistence and dedication paid off. Not
only did Lillian complete her program but, on
Monday, June 2, she finally achieved her goal of
walking across that graduation stage at James
Runsey Technical Institute to receive her diploma.

What’s next for Lillian? Onward and upward
to beauty school, with dreams to someday own
her own shop. She will name it “Bust Them
Naps.” I hope to be her first patron! 

The 2004 award for West Virginia’s
Literacy Student of the Year went to
Richard Jenkins from the Tri-State
Literacy Council. When I made the

nomination, I recalled my first encounter with
this model student and all of his accomplish-
ments.

In March of 1997, I received a call from a lady
making an appointment for her husband to
come in. When she told me his name, I recog-
nized him as someone I had known casually
while growing up in my hometown. My concern
about how he would feel about meeting me — the

Richard Jenkins named Literacy Student of the Year
By Pam Bryan, director, Tri-State Literacy Council

little girl he remembered — quickly faded when
he arrived in my office for his first assessment.

In 1998 he was named Tri-State Literacy
Council’s Student of the Year and was honored
with the Ruth Thompson Literacy Award. He
has completed two series of reading materials
including the four books in the Laubach Way to
Reading series and the eight books in the New
Readers Press Challenger series.  This was a
“first” in our organization.

Over the years he has spoken for our organi-

Continued on page 5
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The St. Marys Correctional Center
(SMCC) Education Department was
once again honored as the WVAEA
Program of the Year for their GED

prep/special needs program. Although the
education department has existed for only four
years, this is the second such award. This year’s
honoree was Jeff Richard, special needs instruc-
tor at the center.

Richard developed the department’s institu-
tional education program and its instructional

SMCC Education Department is Program of the Year

Above: Judy Burkle, lead teacher, with Jeff
Richard, special needs instructor

strategies for special needs adults. He and Judy
Burkle, SMCC Lead Teacher, accepted the award
at the West Virginia Adult Education Associa-
tion, Inc. (WVAEA) annual conference on
November 7, 2003 at Stonewall Jackson State Park.

Richard’s innovative use of curricula, instruc-
tion and technology for low-functioning and
non-reading students has resulted in significant
improvements in their literacy, math and
survival skills. Six special needs students have
earned their high school diploma by passing the
GED since Richard’s arrival at the facility in 2000.

Richard is very pro-active with his specific
curriculum and SMCC programming as a whole.
He developed a database that tracks his student
TABE results and progress along with individual
movement to community or other facilities.

The SMCC student intake and orientation
process is also one of Richard’s creations. He
developed an intake packet and assumed responsi-
bility for all new student pre-enrollment diagnostics.

Richard is currently pursuing a Special
Learning Disability certification K-12 through
West Virginia University to enhance to his
previous certifications: Health Education K-12;
Physical Education K-12 and Severe/Profoundly
Handicapped.

Judy Burkle, lead teacher, stated, “Mr. Rich-
ard is truly an educator! He is continuously
exploring creative methods of instruction to
challenge student learning and increase his
professional expertise.” 

zation in a variety of ways, including
interviews in the local newspaper and on
radio and television stations in Hunting-
ton. He serves on the board of directors
of Tri-State Literacy Council and is a
ready speaker for any event to which I
want to send him. He inspires people,
including me, to do more. It is very
fitting that the 2004 Literacy Student of
the Year is Richard Jenkins! 

Right: Richard Jenkins displays his
award with Pam Bryan, director of Tri-
State Literacy Council, and David
Coccari, chair of WV Literacy.

Richard Jenkins
Continued from page 4
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Kathey Harrell, a student in the
Literacy Volunteers of Kanawha
County (LVKC) program, was pre-
sented the Dollar General Student of

the Year award at the ProLiteracy worldwide
conference in Washington, D.C. on November 15.
A representative from Dollar General, Dennine
Torr, presented the award at the student luncheon.
Torr praised Kathey for her hard work and progress
since she started learning to read in May 2002.

Harrell won $1,000 for herself, $1,000 for LVKC,
a glass award sculpture, and her conference fees.
She was seated at one of the head tables with her
daughter Kathey Balser and Dr. Frank C. Laubach,
founder of Laubach Literacy International. Harrell
also met Wally Amos, literacy champion and
founder of Famous Amos Cookies. Harrell’s tutor,
Carolee Felber, accompanied her on the trip.

Kathey Harrell is in her mid-forties. Until a
little over a year ago she could read only a few
words. Her 20-year-old daughter saw an applica-
tion for Literacy Volunteers at Dollar General and
said, “Mom, can I sign you up for this?”

Harrell began learning to read through the
Language Experience process. She has now
mastered the 300 Most Common Word List,
learned the alphabet in order to look up pre-
scription drugs on a list, and completed the first
Laubach Way to Reading book.

Dollar General has operated a literacy referral
program since 1987. The program offers free
referral information services to its customers and
employees regarding local learn-to-read, GED

Kathey Harrell honored as Student of the Year by
Dollar General Foundation

By Carolee Felber, Literacy Volunteers of Kanawha County tutor

Left to right: Carolee Felber, Dennine Torr, Kathey
Harrell, and Kathy Balser.

Since 1993, the Dollar General Literacy Foundation
has increased the functional literacy of adults by provid-
ing grants to non-profit organizations that promote literacy.

Dollar General’s commitment to literacy began with
J.L. Turner, the company’s co-founder. With only a third-
grade education, Turner overcame tremendous odds to
build the company now known as Dollar General
Corporation.

Dollar General Literacy Foundation grants provide
program support to non-profit literacy organizations in
the Dollar General market area with the intent of
helping literacy providers increase their capacity to

preparation, and English as a Second Language
(ESL) programs. At the check-out counter of any
Dollar General store, customers can find a bro-
chure which tells the story of Dollar General’s
founder, J.L. Turner, who was functionally
illiterate, and provides a self-addressed, postage-
paid reply card. Since its inception, the Dollar
General referral program has provided over
50,000 referrals to literacy programs across Dollar
General’s market area.

Nominations for the Student of the Year award
may be made for any student who has been
referred by Dollar General. There is also a Tutor of
the Year award. 

Dollar General Literacy Foundation
serve low-literacy-level adults and their families. The
foundation’s grants fund adult basic education, GED
preparation, English as a second language, family
literacy and workforce literacy initiatives.

The foundation accepts proposals on an annual basis.
The next deadline is April 9, 2004. Request for Proposal
(RFP) packages are available online. For more information,
visit the company’s website at www.dollargeneral.com. To
place your name on the mailing list for future RFPs,
send your organization’s name, a contact name, and
mailing address to The Dollar General Literacy Founda-
tion, P.O. Box 1064, Goodlettsville, TN 37072-1064.

http://www.dollargeneral.com
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“Stay in school and never give up
hope” was the message conveyed by
recent GED recipient Paul Gibson
during the Greenbrier County Board

of Education meeting [in October].
Celebrating the school system’s one-year

anniversary as a GED testing site, the board
recognized one of its “most vintaged” examin-
ees for his recent accomplishment.

Gibson, a 77-year-old World War II veteran,
was honored for having obtained his GED this
past year.

When introducing Gibson, Vocational Direc-
tor Sallie Dalton described him as an “absolute
pleasure” to get to know the past couple of
months, and Elementary Education Director
Frankie Appel said Gibson’s message is “never
give up hope for future betterment of life.”

Although Gibson is a New York native, he has
lived in West Virginia for the past 35 years.

Gibson told the board the bombing of Pearl
Harbor was life-changing for him.

Gibson said he decided on Pearl Harbor Day
to quit school and get a job until he was old
enough to join the Navy.

“I didn’t realize no one would hire a 16-year-
old kid who didn’t know anything,” he mused.

Gibson said he remembered going to each of
his teachers and telling them he was quitting
school after he decided to drop out.

“Not one teacher tried to convince me to
stay,” he recalled. “The only teacher who said
anything was a music teacher, and she told me
she hoped I didn’t live to regret my decision.
That stuck with me.”

He told the board in those days education did
not receive the focus it does now.

“Today, you have to have a high school
diploma to be a floorwalker in a telephone
booth,” he quipped.

Gibson said he thought about retuning to
Northpoint High School to obtain his high
school diploma after spending three years in the
Navy during WWII.

When he shared his thoughts with the
principal, who also served as his GI rehabilitator
and advisor, the man said he was not sure a high
school education would help him, and encour-
aged Gibson to learn a trade.

Gibson followed his advice and worked as a
mechanic for a Ford dealership. He has also

Board recognizes GED recipient
By Kelley McDade

This article has been reprinted in part with permission from the West Virginia Daily News in Lewisburg, WV.

been a taxi driver and a bus driver.
“If I had a high school diploma, I could’ve

gone on,” Gibson said. “I didn’t pursue it
because I thought it didn’t matter.”

He told the students present at [the board
meeting] to stay in school.

“I know it’s hard, but stay with it. If there are
any adults without a high school diploma or
GED, go get it. You’ve got a wonderful educa-
tional program. It’s beneficial, and it’s a friendly
program,” Gibson encouraged.

He said he started to get his GED 15 years
ago, but dropped out.

“I wanted to do something I can stay with.
I’m going to get my GED,” he said.

Ginger McClung and Paul Gibson.

“Today, you have to have a high school
diploma to be a floorwalker in a telephone booth.”

Gibson thanked the board for making the
adult education program possible.

He also thanked his teachers, Ginger
McClung and Lucy Bell, Sallie Dalton, Frankie
Appel, Shirley Defleur, and his wife, Sammi Jo
Gibson.

Dalton told the board that over the past year,
the board of education test site had tested 104
people. Of those, 74 percent passed the GED,
which surpasses the state’s rate of 67 percent,
and the national standard of 63 percent. 
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In a celebration held on September 5,
2003 at the Cultural Center in
Charleston, Governor Bob Wise read
a proclamation declaring the month

of September West Virginia Literacy Month. The
Literacy Celebration, organized by Susan
Hayden, West Virginia Library Commission
(WVLC) Literacy and Adult Services consultant,
was the first of its kind for WVLC. Hayden
hopes to make it a yearly event.

“Literacy is a battle fought with insufficient
funding, so it relies heavily on volunteers,” said
Hayden. “Establishing a month dedicated to
literacy action gives these volunteers only a small
amount of the recognition and credit they deserve.”

Governor proclaims September WV Literacy Month

The honors and funds were well deserved,
according to Hayden, who said, “These volun-
teers change the lives of the students in ways
that go beyond reading and writing. It is about
communicating in society, social relationships,
self-esteem, understanding, knowledge, lan-
guage, and culture that is needed in our increas-
ingly complex democracy.”

J.D. Waggoner, secretary of the WVLC, spoke
on the importance of literacy programs for all of
West Virginia. “We have to increase the abilities
of our citizens to meet the challenges that are
out there today.”

Hayden agrees. “The state’s literacy councils
have computers with software programs that
teach the basic fundamentals of reading, spell-
ing, and math, but in addition to this basic
software, some councils are using software that
teaches keyboarding and resume skills,” she
said.

According to the National Adult Literacy
Survey, approximately 47 percent of adults
nationwide have literacy problems. In West
Virginia, we face our own staggering numbers.
To deal with these problems, WVLC actively
encourages public libraries to provide and
support local literacy programs. According to
the 1998 study, “The State of Literacy in
America,” 20 to 30 percent of the residents of 29
West Virginia counties have difficulty reading

LAMP students at the State Capitol.

Continued on page 9

Susan Hayden addresses the audience.

“Establishing a month dedicated to literacy action
gives these volunteers only a small amount of the
recognition and credit they deserve....These
volunteers change the lives of the students in
ways that go beyond reading and writing.”

After the reading of the proclamation, John
Golden, chairman of the Governor’s Council on
Literacy, honored the accomplishments of
literacy groups throughout the state and pre-
sented certificates to those receiving grant
money from the council.
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beyond a fourth grade level. This reading level,
Level One, limits the ability to perform many
everyday tasks. It also limits employment
opportunities. In 24 other West Virginia coun-
ties, 15 to 20 percent of the residents read at
Level One, and in two counties 30 to 40 percent
of the residents are identified at Level One.

Governor Bob Wise reads the proclamation.

Poster presentation.

Literacy Month
Continued from page 8

in an effort to provide opportunities for inter-
generational education to West Virginia families.

Congratulations and thanks to all the literacy
volunteers serving in West Virginia.

Both Channel 13 and WVLC’s own Library
Television Network (LTN) were on hand to film
the event.

Following is a list of 2003 Governor’s Council
on Literacy Grant Recipients who were honored
at the celebration on September 6, 2003.

Calhoun Co. Laubach Literacy Council
Hamlin-Lincoln Co. Public Library
LAMP-Summers Co. Public Library
Literacy Volunteers of Mid-Ohio Valley
Literacy Volunteers of Harrison Co.
Literacy Volunteers of Upshur Co.
Logan Co. Literacy Council
Mason Co. Literacy Council
Northern Panhandle Head Start
Pocahontas Co. Free Libraries
Roane Co. Literacy Program
The Rosedale Community Center
The Tri-State Literacy Council
The Eastern Allegheny Council for
Human Services  

“Our state and federal governments must learn
the importance of financial support for adult
literacy in our volunteer programs. The basic
human right of literacy for all, and thus education
for all, must be given a larger spotlight.”

“Our volunteers are assisting with the major
changes that must occur in our schools’ systems,
as they teach parents to read and empower them
to become their child’s first and most constant
teacher. Our state and federal governments must
learn the importance of financial support for
adult literacy in our volunteer programs. The
basic human right of literacy for all, and thus
education for all, must be given a larger spot-
light. Dedicating September as WV Literacy
Month is a small but important step,” said
Hayden.

The West Virginia literacy effort includes
public and private organizations, children and
adult students, teachers and volunteers. It
encourages family-centered learning programs
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 “The indispensable and fundamental
basis of something” is the definition
found in The American Heritage
Dictionary for the word “cornerstone”.

Adult Basic Education (ABE) is truly the first
and most indispensable step, the fundamental
basis, for thousands of West Virginians who are
looking toward their future.

Last year, the ABE program in West Virginia
sustained a loss of one million dollars in federal
and state funds. While our governor and
legislators must address many difficult choices
again this year in considering our state budget, I
believe it is appropriate to raise everyone’s
awareness of the dire need for a sound educa-
tional cornerstone for economic development in
our state.

Adult Basic Education: The cornerstone for
economic development in West Virginia

By Bill Wilcox, executive director of Adult Education and Workforce Development

learners. The ABE program continues to spread
its budget as widely as possible — to cover as
many services as possible statewide. By collabo-
rating from the state level down through pro-
grams at the local level, the ABE program makes
use of all opportunities to provide services for
our state’s residents in need of foundational and
literacy skills.

In an attempt to minimize the impact of this
fiscal year’s (2003-2004) budget cuts on ABE
classrooms in the state, the State Department of
Education cut two positions. Nevertheless,
money for classroom computers and for free
GED test vouchers also had to be eliminated, as
well as travel and other items, diminishing some
necessary services to local programs.

The ABE program needs additional funds to
continue to increase enrollment and services and
to maintain the quality that our community
expects. If the budget cuts now being discussed
by our state legislature are realized, it will be
difficult for ABE to maintain and or improve its
services as a cornerstone in workforce develop-
ment.

ABE is not just a “nice” program. It is the
indispensable first step to a better life for
thousands of West Virginians — a life that will
contribute not only to their own families but
also to West Virginia’s strong economic future. 

ABE is not just a “nice” program. It is the
indispensable first step to a better life for
thousands of West Virginians.

Last year, the ABE program in West
Virginia sustained a loss of one million
dollars in federal and state funds.

Many of our citizens have a dream, a desire,
to obtain a new or a better job, to attend public
technical and adult education programs in order
to gain technical skills necessary for the work-
place, to enter one of West Virginia’s community
and technical colleges, or to work toward a four-
year degree. Each individual dream carries with
it the desire to make life better — better for the
adult and better for their families. ABE makes
these dreams possible.

ABE builds the basic academic skills neces-
sary to enter a training program or get a job;
builds the self-esteem necessary to move for-
ward toward achieving goals; and offers training
in the skills employers truly want in their
employees. This is what makes ABE the corner-
stone for economic development in our state.
Without ABE, many of our citizens’ dreams will
be lost.

We can be proud that we have doubled the
number of adults served in ABE since the
implementation, in 1986, of a staffed office
devoted to addressing the needs for adult

The first time I read an excellent book, it
is to me just as if I had gained a new friend.
When I read a book over I have perused
before, it resembles the meeting with an
old one.

Oliver Goldsmith
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A primer on copyright and “fair use”
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Continued on page 12

Many teachers who use excerpts of
published materials in their class-
rooms worry about breaking copy-
right laws. As both an adult ESL

teacher and a copyright examiner in the U.S.
Copyright Office, I would like to offer some
fundamentals of copyright law to classroom
teachers who need to know when it is acceptable
to use someone else’s work without permission.

Copyright has always been designed to
further education. The United States copyright
law is derived from a 1710 English law, “The
Statute of Anne.”  The goal of this statute was to
ensure that the public would have free access to
information. Of course, the goal of promoting
learning may appear to conflict with the goal of
granting a monopoly to an author of a new
work. However, the theory is that this monopoly
creates an incentive for the creation of new
works, enriching the knowledge available to us.
This copyright monopoly prohibits the copying
of others’ works without their permission.
However, the law recognizes a “fair use”
exception to this general prohibition.

Many teachers have had the experience of
finding a great activity in a book and wondering
if they would be breaking the law by making
copies for their students. The answer is, “It
depends.” Copying a small portion of a work for
one-time class distribution is a “fair use.” In a
1976 report approved by the U.S. Congress,
guidelines are given specifying how much of
another work may be copied by teachers with-
out getting the authorization of the copyright
owner. Copying two pages of a work (or 10% of
a work, whichever is less) is considered “fair
use” and therefore not a violation of copyright.

The guidelines are meant to represent the
minimum standards of “fair use.” Using more
than two pages of a book may be acceptable, in
some instances. The guidelines note that, if “the
copying is at the instance and inspiration of the
individual teacher, and ... the inspiration and
decision to use the work and the moment of its
use for maximum teaching effectiveness are so
close in time that it would be unreasonable to
expect a timely reply to a request for permis-
sion,” then the copying is a ‘fair use’.”

As an ESL teacher, I find that adult students
generally enjoy comic strips, and that teachers
love nothing more than to photocopy them for
their students. Personally, I have copied multi-

By John R. Poff, ESL instructor and copyright examiner, Alexandria, VA

page comic strips for my ESL classes. The
copyright police have not caught up with me
yet. And consider, how likely is it, in the real
world, that your students will track down the
copyright owners of comic strips in order to
report a copyright violation?  In a 1973 case
before the U.S. Court of Claims, involving
photocopying, the Court noted in its opinion
that copyright is perhaps the most frequently
violated law (Williams & Wilkins Company v.
The United States).

Many teachers have had the
experience of finding a great activity in
a book and wondering if they would be
breaking the law by making copies for
their students.

Graphics, as well, are frequently used without
the permission of the copyright holder. This is
especially true with regard to “clip art,” much of
which exists both in print and over the Internet.
Typically, there is an implied license to use clip
art in your own lessons or presentations. If they
could not be used, no one would buy clip art.
The entire point of marketing such art is that it
be used. On the other hand, copying a work of
art with the intent of supplanting the market for
the original would probably not be considered a
fair use. Normally, there will be a notice on the
copyright page of the book, or on the website,
that the purchaser is free to use the clip art. If no
such notice is found, it is of course safer to
contact the copyright owner before using clip art
or other graphics.

The basic rule, then, is that if you are in doubt
whether a particular use of a work is fair, the
safest course is to secure the permission of the
copyright owner. If you feel fairly certain that
the use is fair, go ahead and use the work, but be
sure to credit the original author. Courts have
found that failure to credit the original author,
through tactics such as deleting the author’s
name from the work, weighs against a finding of
fair use.
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Copyright
Continued from page 11

It is important for teachers to know that the
law states that “the fair use of a copyrighted
work, for purposes such as teaching (including
multiple copies for classroom use), is not an
infringement of copyright (17 U.S.C. 107).
Courts have repeatedly said that the most
important factor, in determining whether a use
is “fair,” is “…the effect of the use upon the
potential market for or value of the copyrighted
work.”  (17 U.S.C. 107(4)).

In short, if your purpose in using a particular
work is truly to enhance education, as opposed
to augmenting your personal profit or prestige,
then the use is probably fair. Even in the un-
likely event that you are sued for copyright
infringement, section 504(c)(2) of the copyright
law states that, when a teacher infringes copy-
righted material in the honest belief that the use
was fair, the court cannot award statutory
damages. A court can, however, award
actual damages. However, in most cases,
actual damages are significantly less than

statutory damages. For example, statutory
damages for one act of infringement can be as
high as $50,000. “Actual” damages, on the other
hand, might amount to the cost of a textbook for
each student in your class – maybe $500 or so.
It’s a great advantage for teachers that Congress
has recognized that the very nature of our work
puts us at unusual risk for infringing copyrights.
The benefits that our work provides to society,
however, have prompted Congress to limit our
risk in this regard.

I would add a couple of caveats to the forego-
ing. First of all, courts determine whether or not
a particular use is “fair” based on the facts of
that case. It is very difficult to lay down hard
and fast rules which will apply 100% of the time.
Secondly, although I am a copyright examiner in
the U.S. Copyright Office, the opinions ex-
pressed in this article are my own are not the
official position of the Copyright Office.

John R. Poff has been teaching ESL to adults for
the city of Alexandria, Virginia, since January 2000.
During the day, he is a copyright examiner at the
U.S. Copyright Office. He can be reached at the
following e-mail address: jpof@loc.gov. 

The Federal Resources for Educational
Excellence (FREE) website at www.ed.gov/free
makes it easy for teachers, parents, students, and
others to find learning resources from more than
40 federal organizations. Resources include
teaching ideas, learning activities, photos, maps,
primary documents, data, paintings, sound
recordings, and more — on thousands of topics.

The Constitution, photosynthesis, probability,
American writers, women’s suffrage, the
Renaissance, the Great Depression, Thomas
Jefferson, epidemiology, the human genome,
geology, cells, sun-earth connections, the Civil
War, African-American history, jazz, aerospace
careers, genealogy, immigration, poetry, calcu-
lus, water in Africa, and more.

FREE is among the federal government’s
most popular education Web sites because it
offers one-stop access to learning resources
developed by:

FREE: Thousands of good ideas
  Library of Congress
  NASA
  National Archives and Records Administration
  National Endowment for the Humanities
  National Gallery of Art
  National Park Service
  National Science Foundation
  Peace Corps
  Smithsonian Institution
  And many other federal agencies and organiza-

tions.

Federal Resources for Educational Excellence
U.S. Department of Education, Office of the Under

Secretary
Office of Intergovernmental and Interagency

Affairs
400 Maryland Ave., S.W., Washington, DC 20202-

0498
www.free@ed.gov
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mailto:www.free@ed.gov
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By Mendy Marshall, GED scholarship liaison

The West Virginia Literacy Foundation, in
cooperation with the Governor’s Council on
Literacy and the West Virginia Department of
Education’s Office of Adult Education and
Workforce Development, will offer the General
Educational Development (GED) scholarship
program for the 2004-2005 academic school year.

Adults who have passed the GED test with a
score of 250 prior to January 1, 2002 or a score of
2500 after January 1, 2002 or who have completed
the Advanced Academic Program of the External
Diploma Program (EDP) can apply for a $1,000
college scholarship.

In order to help simplify the application
process, the scholarship committee of the West
Virginia Literacy Foundation has made several
changes recommended by the Governor’s Coun-
cil on Literacy. The scholarship application has
been reduced from five pages to two pages. In
addition, two requirements have been added.

GED scholarship application changes

“Dear Mommy
I love you. I love the book you give
me. I love to hear your voice. It is
great.”

“Mommy” is an inmate at Pruntytown
Correctional Center who hadn’t heard from her
daughter in over six months. The child wrote the
letter after receiving a tape from her mother,
who participated in Ronald Marino’s “Bedtime
Stories from Prison” literacy program.

Participants in “Bedtime Stories” are women
inmates at Pruntytown Correctional Center; they
are also grandmothers and mothers with little
opportunity for contact with their children or
grandchildren. Prior to recording stories for
their children, the women attended a two-part
workshop on reading and writing led by Anna
Egan Smucker, a West Virginia author. Smucker
told the group that she became an author
because someone had read to her, noting that
“reading can change your life.”

Smucker also read her award winning

Inmates at Pruntytown read on tape for their children
By Shalom Tazewell, Literacy West Virginia regional technical assistant

children’s book, No Star Nights, about life in a
West Virginia steel town. She then talked about
the development of No Star Nights, from writing
it while riding in a car to the work involved in
getting it published and collaborating with the
artist who illustrated the book. Smucker said
later, “The participants could not have been
more interested and enthusiastic with regard to
my program.” She also encouraged the partici-
pants to tell their own stories.

After the workshop, each woman had the
opportunity to read aloud and record the books
that they had selected for their child(ren). Both
the books and tapes were then mailed to the
children.

Ronald Marino, Lead ABE Instructor at
Pruntytown, said that one purpose of “Bedtime
Stories” was to use reading to help reconnect
families and strengthen the bond between
mothers and their children. One participant said,
“If my mother had sent me something like that,
it might have changed my life.”  

1. The applicant must submit a writing sample
(a short autobiography) with the application.
It does not have to be a specific length.

2. Applicants who are recommended to the
WV Literacy Foundation to receive scholar-
ships will be contacted and asked to provide
a copy of a letter of acceptance from the
college/institution they plan to attend.
Failure to submit the requested letter of
acceptance will void the application.
The selection process will take place in June

2004.
The 2004-2005 applications will be sent out

on or before January 5, 2004 to adult basic
education instructors, GED examiners, and
those who have requested applications via
e-mail or phone.

If you have any questions, please contact
Mendy Marshall, scholarship liaison, at 558-
0541 or 800-642-2670.
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Due to statewide budget cuts, no free
GED vouchers were available this
year to cover the cost of taking the
GED test.  So students in Wanda

Kirk-Tomblin’s class at Southern West Virginia
Community and Technical College (SWVCTC)
came up with a plan. They made and sold
Christmas wreaths and collected items for a
raffle to help raise money to pay for the GED
tests and for future class field trips.

In addition to the holiday event, the students
plan to hold hot dog sales, chicken and dump-

GED students at SWVCTC raise funds to
pay for GED exams

By Wanda Kirk-Tomblin, ABE instructor, SWVCTC

ling dinners, and spaghetti dinners in the future.
This year, the students will be taking trips to

the Clay Center in Charleston, WV and to the
COSI Science Center in Columbus, OH.

They would like to thank the following
businesses for their donations to make the
holiday sale and raffle a success: Madison Floral
in Madison, WV (beautiful Christmas wreath); C
& W in Logan, WV (stovetop grill); Finley’s
Floral in Danville, WV (decorative flags); Dollar
Discount in Danville, WV (Christmas figurines);
Wanda & Danny Tomblin (diamond ring). 

Syracuse, New York, January 10, 2004 — Rich in
content and true to reality, a new English as a
Second Language (ESL) series comes alive for adult
learners by actively engaging them in issues they
want and need to deal with in their daily lives.
New Readers Press introduces English-No Problem!
Language for Home, School, Work, and Community, a
dynamic theme- and performance-based ESL series
for literacy through high intermediate levels. The
brightly colored series focuses on building lan-
guage and developing critical thinking and cultural
awareness and life skills — all within the context of
nine series themes. Students connect with the lives
of people who experience the same things they do
in their daily lives in the U.S. — things like balanc-
ing family and work and school activities, dealing
with health issues, budgeting finances, and cel-
ebrating life’s successes.

English – No Problem! seamlessly weaves to-
gether all the instructional and assessment ele-
ments needed for an afult ESL program to maintain
the highest level of student achievement. It fully
integrates national and state standards and frame-
works for adult education and ESL.

“I know of no other current adult ESL textbook
series which has so much to offer both teachers and
students,” said Alan Seaman, associate professor
and director of TESOL programs at Wheaton

College, Wheaton, IL.
According to Eric Rosenbaum of Managed

Programs in New York City, “The inherent
interest in the genuine subject matter and the
variety of ways the series provides for commu-
nicating in English will appeal to learners and
teachers alike.”

Brigitte Marshall, principal of Oakland
Adult Education Programs in Oakland, CA,
shares a similar reaction. “English – No Problem!
is highly interactive and is a powerful tool for
teachers at every level of experience. The
content of the series feels very real and asks
students to perform meaningful tasks that I feel
very confident will support them in develop-
ment of skills they can apply to their lives. The
text is rooted in the realities of our student
population and our adult education teaching
contexts.”

The companion website for the series,
www.enp.newreaderspress.com includes a free
versatile online Lesson-Plan Builder that allows
teachers to create and save customized lesson
plans, related graphic organizers, and selected
assessment masters.

For more information on this series, contact
Wallace Barkins at: wbarkings@proliteracy.org
or call 1-800-448-8878.

English-No Problem!
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Give a reading and comprehension
lesson based on some real-life reading
materials. The only materials you’ll
need are things you’ll find easily.

Search the newspaper, your house, a brochure
rack, the Internet, etc. Or ask your student(s) to
bring something from home. Here are some
ideas: a business letter, a political cartoon, a road
map or atlas, an insert from a medication
package, a recipe from a cookbook, an informa-
tional brochure, or even a piece of junk mail.

Suggestions

First discuss the source of the piece, who it is
intended for, and its purpose.

Have your student read the piece aloud from
beginning to end. If it is long, break it up into
sections and treat each section separately.

Identify unfamiliar words, guess their mean-
ings from the context, and check them in a
dictionary.

Analyze the structure of the piece, and how
each part contributes to the whole (eg. for a
recipe: description, ingredients and direc-
tions, for a map: title, legend, scale and colors,
for a brochure or advertisement: introduction,
details, selling point or conclusion, for a
letter: headings, salutation, body, closing.

Relate the main idea or ideas pulled from the
piece to your initial assessment of its purpose.

Ask your student for his opinion of the piece:
Does it achieve its purpose? Is it convincing?
Is it easy to understand? Emphasize that
some real-life pieces can be unsuccessful, or
so poorly written that all readers would have
difficulty with them.

Re-read the piece and others like it “through
the eyes of a writer,” noting what writing
techniques have been used and how they
serve the purpose of the piece.

This tip is from the the website of Eastside
Literacy, a Washington State literacy group. For
more information about the group and more
ideas, visit: www.hope-link.org/programs/
literacy.htm. 

Using real-life reading
materials for lessons

Do your students have trouble
searching the Internet? An article in
Issue 3 of The Learning Edge (http://
thewclc.ca/edge/issue3) is a helpful

tool. The article outlines out some of the com-
mon conventions that are used on web pages.
Students who are new to using the Internet can
learn how to use Google and follow links.

The Learning Edge was designed for adults with
low literacy skills. It is very user-friendly.  All text
is read aloud, and the text being read is high-
lighted. The graphics are simple and clear. 

How to use a search
engine successfully

Useful titles
The following how-to books offer information and

helpful tips to teaching and tutoring:

How to Teach Reading for Teachers, Parents, Tutors
by Edward Fry. Laguna Beach Educational Books,
1995. A 6-step strategy for teaching reading plus
sample lessons game, word lists, phonics charts, and
book suggestions.

The Volunteer Tutor’s Toolbox, Beth Ann Herrman,
ed. International Reading Association, 1994. Specific
Activities to use with beginning adult readers.

Revisit, Reflect, Retell: Strategies for Improving
Reading Comprehension by R. Linda Hoyt.
Heinemann, 1990. A collection of over 130 strategies
and 90 reproducibles to use to help students under-
stand what they are reading.

The Violent E and Other Tricky Sounds by R.
Margaret Hughes and Dennis Searle. Stenhouse
Publishers, 1997. Information in spelling develop-
ment and ideas for teaching spelling that show how
our complex language works.

Teaching Adults: A Literacy Resource Book by
Laubach Literacy Action. New Readers Press, 1994.
Background information about adult learners and
literacy as well as 69 activities to use in lessons.

When Tutor Meets Student, Martha Maxwell, ed. The
University of Michigan Press, 1994. First hand
experiences of writing tutors.

http://www.hope-link.org/programs/http://www.hope-link.org/programs/literacy.htm
http://thewclc.ca/edge/issue3
http://thewclc.ca/edge/issue3
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Below: Choosing the new name.

West Virginia Literacy supports 70 local
literacy programs throughout West Virginia
through a combination of trained regional
technical assistance coupled with direct local
support. In almost every county, trained volun-
teers provide confidential, individualized one-
to-one and small group tutoring in literacy, basic
skills, computer and English as a Second Lan-
guage (ESL). Tutors use a learner-centered
approach that aligns with the National Reading
Panel research on teaching reading and is
modeled from the best practices of both Laubach
Literacy Action and Literacy Volunteers. Tutor-
ing sessions provide a multi-disciplinary ap-
proach to meet the individual family, job-related,
and personal needs of the learner. Individual
tutoring sessions provide for flexible scheduling

of time and
location.
AmeriCorps
members serve
as tutors and
recruit tutors
and students in
15 of the local
programs.
     In atten-
dance at the
November 7
meeting were
the regional
representatives
(Dottie
Allegrezza,

Pam Bryan, Ted Davis, Susie Huggins, Richard
Jenkins, Rebecca McDaniel, Denise McIntire,
Ardie Post, Delisa Riley, Inette Smith, Walker
Thompson); regional technical assistants (Jean
Green, Therese Hess, Pam Makricosta, Shalom
Tazewell, Rita Wilborn); state coordinator (Judy
Azulay); David Coccari (chairman); Pam Bryan
(Vice Chairperson); Marilyn McCord (treasurer).
Rebecca McDaniel was chosen to serve as the
acting secretary. Other members of the board of
directors who were not in attendance were
Reverend Barry Earley, Eugene Milam, and
Dorothy West.

For more information, or to start a program in
your county or area, contact Judy Azulay, state
coordinator (judy8@earthlink.net) or the re-
gional technical assistant who serves your
county:

Judy Bowling, 304-783-4897 (Monongalia,
Preston, Marion, Harrison, Taylor, Barbour,
Gilmer, Lewis, Upshur, Braxton, Tucker,
Randolph);
Jean Green, 800-642-2670 (Mason, Cabell,
Wayne, Lincoln, Logan, Mingo, Boone,
Jackson, Roane, Putnam, Kanawha, Clay,
Calhoun);
Therese Hess, 304-264-0298 (Grant,
Pendleton, Hardy, Mineral, Hampshire,
Morgan, Berkeley, Jefferson);
Pam Makricosta, 304-797-8513 (Hancock,
Brooke, Ohio, Marshall, Wetzel, Tyler,
Pleasants, Ritchie, Wirt, Wood, Doddridge);
Shalom Tazewell, 304-466-4490 (Nicholas,
Pocahontas, Greenbrier, Raleigh, Summers,
Monroe, Wyoming, Webster, Fayette); or
Rita Wilborn, 304-425-4201 (McDowell,
Mercer). 


