
2009 Camps
June 15-10: CVRP Camp in 
Bridgeport.  Will make crafts, 
work on self-help, braille, 
cooking and more.  Contact 
Paula Lang at 304-598-6968 
for more information. 
July 13-15: CVRP overnight 
camp in Parkersburg (see 
above)

June 21-26 Camp Indepen-
dence: Sponsored by The 
Seeing Hand in Wheeling.  
Stay in a dorm at Wheeling 
Jesuit College.  Go bowling, 
take a trip to Valley Worlds of 
Fun, lots of cooking, a mys-
tery theme. For more infor-
mation, contact Bob Hicks at 
304-232-4810.  Ages 12-17.

July 12-17: Summer 
Enrichment at WVSB with the 
theme of Marco Polo.  Camp-
ers will have a creative trip 
where they eat new foods, 
learn how to use chopsticks 
and to make paper, collect a 
bag of "treasures" and MORE. 
For grades 4-12; no charge.  
Contact David Allen at 304-
822-4896 for more info. 

CCCCAAAAMMMMPPPP    
SSSSUUUUMMMMMMMMAAAARRRRYYYY

“Pirates Ahoy,” 
Summer 2008 

at WV School for 
the Blind in 

Romney 
   On Sunday, July 6, 2008, 17 
pirates gathered with their cap-
tains on the campus of WV 
School for the Blind to explore 
the fascinating history of pirat-
ing and the open seas! From 
their island port they ventured 
out among the scoundrels of 
the Mediterranean, the Pacific, 
and the Caribbean with occa-
sional pirate raids on the cafe-
teria. 
They designed their own pirate 
names, tattoos and shirts. They 
visited Baltimore and the USS 
Constellation, a mid-19th cen-
tury, all-sail, wooden man-of-
war ship and rode in Ed Kane’s 
Water Taxis on the harbor. 
Activities culminated in a 
Caribbean Party with native 
foods and entertainment by 
Frankfort Middle School’s Teal 
Steel, steel drum band. By the 
time Friday arrived, it was a 
band of straggly but happy pi-
rates who sailed their way 
home. (By Robin Ayers)
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RECREATION READER 

ONLINE
   I have now found a spot on 

the Internet for pdf copies of 

the Recreation Reader.  The 

WV State Dept. Vision web-

site is going to post them.  

This way you can print a color 

copy straight off the Internet 

for a clearer copy to Xerox, or 

you can give parents the 

website address so that they 

can see the newsletter for 

themselves.  Go to:

http://wvde.state.wv.us/vi/

recreation.html and click on 

the issue you'd like to view.  

I'll add some back issues 

shortly.

   As always, I'm looking for 

contributions for future is-

sues.  I'd love pictures of stu-

dents and their favorite 

recreational activities or tips 

about adaptations.  The next 

issue will come out in the fall.

OMELET MAKER
   You've probably seen in-

fomercials about the handy 

dandy Omelet maker where 

they demonstrate cooking 

many recipes from cake to 

sandwiches.

   A similar product can be 

purchased for around $10 (I 

found one at Walgreen's.).  I 

also found the manual for the 

infomercial product on the 

Internet, plus there are lots 

of additional recipes you can 

find if you search for "omelet 

maker" or "sandwich maker."

   My students aren't as nerv-

ous about removing food 

from this as they are from 

the oven.  On the following 

page is a recipe we tried that 

my students really liked.

Remember: It's not 

about winning or 

losing, it's about en-

joying the game.



PIZZA POCKETS

1 pkg. Grands, Jr. Biscuits
Pizza Sauce
Pepperoni, already sliced
Grated mozzarella cheese
Omelet Maker
   1. Pinch to flatten each biscuit and try to 

shape it in a football shape to fit in the 

Omelet Maker "well."
   2. Spread pizza sauce on a biscuit, lay 

about 4 slices of pepperoni on top of it; 

then sprinkle cheese on that.
   3. Lay a second biscuit on top of the one 

you prepared on step 2.   You can press 

the sides together, if you wish.   
   4. Spray the wells with Pam spray. Pick 

up the entire pizza pocket and gently drop 

it into the Omelet Maker well.  (Another 

way to make it, is assembling it right in the 

Omelet Maker--being careful not to touch 

the hot portions.)
   5. Shut the lid and let cook 8-9 minutes.



FINGER KNITTING
   One way to introduce knitting 

to children, particularly those 

with a visual impairment, is to 

try finger knitting. 

www.wikihow.com/Finger-Knit 

has a video that demonstrates 

the technique and gives verbal 

directions.

   The resulting product is only 

about 2 fingers wide, so there's 

not much you can do with it, 

other than make a bracelet (or 

they suggested a scarf or a 

headband).  It is a way to teach 

some of the steps of knitting 

with needles in a very "hands-

on" fashion.

SOFTWARE 
www.hiyah.net

   This website has free soft-

ware for children who use a 

computer, but can't use a 

mouse.  The programs seem to 

be mainly be educational.

www.oneswitch.org.uk/2/ 

switch-downloads.htm

   This website has many games 

that students who use a switch 

can play, including popular 

games similar to Frogger, 

Whack a Mole, etc.
 

TREASURE HUNT
www.TalkingProducts.co.uk

   Although an English com-

pany, this website has an easy 

way to figure out US prices.  A 

Treasure Hunt game (costing 

about $35) is created using a 

device that was designed for in-

dependent living.  The plastic 

disks (Talking Tins--about $8 

each) contain a recording de-

vice and are magnetic.  A prac-

tical use is to record the name 

of canned goods and attach 

them to the can.  The game 

uses several of the disks to give 

RESOURCES

clues to 

find items 

at various 

locations.



 Mar s hma l l ow    L a u n c he r
   
   Here's a fun toy that is easy to make with PVC pipe or there 
is a book called Every Child Needs Marshmallow Launcher by 
Richard and Candice Elton ($20), that comes with the pieces 
already cut.   
   To make your own, buy 1/2" schedule 40 PVC pipe at the 
hardware store.  (They may cut it for you at the store, other-
wise you need a pipe cutter.)  You will need at least 3 pieces 
of PVC pipe 4 1/2" long (A).  Buy a T connector (B); 1 straight 
connector 1 1/2" long (C); 1 end cap (D).   
   1. Find the piece that looks like the letter T.  There are 3 
pieces of pipe that are the same size.  Find them.  Stick them 
into the 3 holes of the T.
   2. Hold the bottom piece of pipe so it looks like a T.  Put the 
end cap on the bottom piece.
   3. Get the straight connector and stick it on either end of 
your T.  This is your mouthpiece.
  You have made a Marshmallow Launcher!
  Don’t use it in the house and don’t shoot marshmallows at 
people!  (If you are going to shoot it in the house, have your 
mom get you some very small pom poms from the craft store.  
They don't stick on the walls.)
   You can put stickers on it or paint it to make it fancy, if you 
wish.  
   One hospital gave their oncology patients Marshmallows 
Launchers for fun, but also found out it built up their lung 
power.  A group decided to sell them to raise funds.  The web-
site is: www.kelseyskids.com/PP_GoodMedicine.htm.  You can 

purchase one from them for $5.  
   There are many other websites 
that tell about Marshmallow 
Launchers.  These are the direc-
tions for a very simple one, but 
they can be much more elabo-
rate.  Simple or elaborate--they 
are a lot of fun.

      A     B           

         C

            D



Marco Polo Game
   Robin Ayers introduced a fun game at the March 4th Camp 

Day.  Many children have played Marco Polo in the swimming 

pool, but Robin's version is played without water.

   She taped off an area equivalent to a small swimming pool 

on the carpet.  The masking tape could be felt, since it con-

trasted with the carpet.  One student was blindfolded.  All stu-

dents crawled around within the 

taped off area.  The blindfolded 

student would say, "Marco" and 

the others were to answer "Polo."  

When the blindfolded player 

touched another player, then that 

player became the blindfolded 

player.  All the students enjoyed it.

Judy Hurst

Marion County BOE

200 Gaston Ave.

Fairmont WV 26554
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