
National 
NATIONAL CURRICULUM NETWORK CONFERENCE
The National Curriculum Network Conference, sponsored by the 
Center for Gifted Education at the College of William and Mary, 
was held on March 8 and 9.
Paula Olszewski-Kubilius, President of the National Association 
for Gifted Children (NAGC) Board of Directors, presented the 
concept of talent development and conducted discussion about 
the future of gifted education.  (Cont. p. 2)

State
Change in Math Progression
West Virginia adopted the Common Core Standards and 
customized the content for WV students in the WV Next 
Generation Content Standards and Objectives. The Next 
Generation Standards are designed to focus on fewer concepts 
while stressing deeper learning and understanding of content.

As a result of WV’s choice to concentrate on students’ learning 
progression rather than on course names, major shifts in 
mathematics are occurring over the next four years in WV. Gifted 
education teachers should be aware these changes in the math 
progression in regards to acceleration.  (Cont. p. 2)

Local
IEP Development
IEPs meetings occur all year, but the major time for IEP 
development for next year is upon us. IEPs outline the specialized 
instruction based on the unique needs of the student. Since IEPs 
are individualized programs, there are no statewide or county-
wide programs. However, there are general guidelines in WV 
gifted education.  The focus of gifted education is on; Concepts 
– emphasized for deeper understanding and
Content – reinforced

More information at http://wvde.state.wv.us/osp/giftedguidelines-4a.htm
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PACE
Upcoming Events
• West Virginia Wesleyan   
   Summer Program;    
   Grades 5 – 12- (Click on  
   text for link) 

Resources
• National Association for 
   Gifted Children (NAGC)
• The Association for 
   the Gifted (TAG) - CEC 
• WV Department of 
   Education/Office of 
   Special Programs/Gifted 
   Education 
• WV Association 
   for Gifted/Talented 
   (WVAG/T)
• Frequently Asked 
   Questions

Teacher 
Preparation WV
• Marshall University
• West Virginia University

Providing support and 
resources in the field 

of gifted education in 
West Virginia.

http://www.wvwc.edu/about/summer/gifted/
http://www.nagc.org/
http://www.cectag.org/
http://wvde.state.wv.us/osp/giftedguidelines-1a.htm
http://www.wvgifted.org/
http://wvde.state.wv.us/osp/giftedFAQs.html
http://marshall.edu/gsepd/special_ed.asp
http://depts.hre.wvu.edu/sped/GiftedHome.htm
http://wvde.state.wv.us/osp/giftedguidelines-4a.htm
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National 
NATIONAL CURRICULUM NETWORK CONFERENCe 
(continued from page 1) 
Taken from the discussion and from Paula’s publications, talent 
development is a broad concept that includes and encompasses both: 
1) finding potential and nurturing that potential/talent over time, and 2) 
identifying talent by domain areas and developing that specific talent 
over time as an activity that requires different supports and programs 
for children at different points in their development. Productivity and 
effort to learn and achieve are part of the message. 
 
Paula stated that practice in our field, however, “is largely focused 
on giftedness as a stable, fixed trait of the individual that can be 
identified through testing and identification and is associated with 
unique personality.” “As a result, we have programs that are driven by 
identification methods rather than service models and rightly criticized 
for focusing on too narrow a group of learners.”
The main message that she suggested was “that we take a bold step 
and consider making talent development, rather than giftedness, the 
major unifying concept of our field and most importantly, the basis for 
our practice.”

State
Change in Math Progression 
(continued from page 1) 
With the shift in the math progression, students will now address topics 
in algebra seamlessly through Math I, Math II and Math III. They will not 
be “taking a year off” from the algebraic concepts to learn geometry 
concepts in isolation.  (There will be a fourth and additional course 
option called Math IV.) The content objectives are the same; the 
difference is in the delivery of the content.

Students may still be accelerated through the new math progression 
upon demonstrating mastery of grade-level math content. A math 
readiness test will be available in Acuity in the middle of April.

9th
Math I

10th
Math II

Technical
Readiness I 

Technical
Readiness II 

Fourth & 
Additional 

Course 
Option*

Fourth & 
Additional 

Course 
Option*

Math III LA

Math III STEM

Pathways beginning 
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and Liberal Arts.
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