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TRANSITION SERVICES

Graduation is just the beginning ...
What’s in your future?  There are many career opportunities available if you know how and
where to look, and for many people the West Virginia Division of Rehabilitation Services
(DRS) is a great place to start.

If you are a student with significant limitations in lifting, standing, climbing, driving, or
coping with stress, you may be eligible for diagnostic, medical or psychological tests,
vocational evaluation, career counseling, training, educational assistance, therapy,
adaptive equipment, job placement assistance, and more.

Why DRS?
Selecting a career that matches your interests and abilities can be challenging.  Some
people need specialized training, others need adaptive equipment, and a few people need
both.  DRS counselors are familiar with all of these possibilities.

Our goal is to help you make the transition from high school to work.  That may involve
vocational training, college, or other assistance that meets your specific needs.  If you
qualify, your DRS counselor also will help you to choose the right career goal and to
prepare for a job.

What is it that stands between you and getting a job?  Is it something you have the
power to change?  DRS is all about showing you how to make that change in the way
that suits you best.

You are not alone!
DRS counselors begin working with students with disabilities as early as possible to help
them prepare for future employment.  The agency partners with all 55 county school
systems, the State Board of Education, the Schools for the Deaf and the Blind, and public
and private colleges and universities statewide.  Fifty-nine rehabilitation counselors work
with public school students throughout West Virginia, and 34 of those counselors work
only with secondary school students.

In Fiscal Year 2005, DRS served 5,458 high school students.  That’s 63% of West
Virginia’s special education students age 16-21, and 38% of all clients served by DRS.
More than 1,100 Individualized Plans for Employment were developed for students in
Fiscal Year 2005, and 639 of these transition students were employed by the end of
that year.

Where do I start?
Call your local DRS office.  Contact your school guidance counselor for a referral and
additional information.  For more information, call our toll-free number or visit our website.


