
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       December 17, 2003 
 
 
 
 
Elaine Benson        
Special Education Director 

Letter of Clarification: FY04-03 
 
Eligibility Determination Bipolar Disorder

Barbour County Schools 
105 South Railroad Street 
Philippi, WV 26416 
 
 
Dear Ms. Benson: 
 
 You have requested clarification regarding eligibility determination for a student with a 
diagnosis of bipolar disorder.  In your request, you explained that the Eligibility Committee (EC) 
had discussed the exceptionalities of Behavior Disorders (BD) and Other Health Impaired (OH) 
as two possibilities.  Your specific question and the response of the Office of Special Education 
are as follows:      
 
Question: I am requesting clarification on where a diagnosis of bipolar disorder would fall 

under eligibility in WV State Policy 2419 and IDEA. 
 
Response:  
 
An evaluation that yields a definitive diagnosis (e.g., bipolar disorder, attention deficit disorder, 
autism, etc.), including an independent evaluation provided by a parent, does not automatically 
qualify a student for special education and related services. Districts are required to conduct a 
multidisciplinary evaluation for a referred student in accordance with the requirements of Policy 
2419:  Regulations for the Education of Exceptional Students, Section 3.1.  A multidisciplinary 
evaluation will include various types and sources of information to determine both a student’s 
eligibility and educational needs, regardless of the student’s suspected exceptionality.  The 
Eligibility Committee must use the results of the multidisciplinary evaluation, including parent 
information, to determine whether the student meets the established criteria for an area of 
exceptionality and whether the student requires specially designed instruction.   For students  
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with a specified medical or health diagnosis, the EC team members must examine the results of 
each evaluator’s report with regard to the specific reasons for the diagnosis and the 
characteristics unique to the student, including the impact on the student’s educational 
performance relative to age/grade performance in programs of study, communication, social 
interaction and emotional development within the school and/or community environments and 
how this information addresses specific eligibility criteria and the need for specially designed 
instruction.    
 
If a student with bi-polar disorder is eligible under BD or OH, the student’s unique needs and 
how they are addressed on the IEP become more important with regard to the provision of a free 
appropriate public education rather than the specific eligibility determination.     
 
I trust this information will be helpful to you in resolving the situation described in your request 
for clarification.  If you have further questions regarding this issue or need more information, 
please contact Robin K. Bolling, Assistant Director, or me at (304)-558-2696 (V/TDD). 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
      Dee Braley, Ed.D. 
      Executive Director 
      Office of Special Education 
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