
Letter of Clarification:   FY03-04
Reporting Progress

August 29, 2002

Della Ryan
Director of Special Education 
Wayne County Schools
212 North Court Street
P. O. Box 70
Wayne, West Virginia 25570-0070

Dear Ms. Ryan:

This letter is in response to your request for clarification regarding the reporting progress to parents
requirements.  The Office of Special Education welcomes the opportunity to provide districts with technical
assistance.

Question 1: Is it necessary to report out on specific goals and objectives from the IEP each time
you make a progress report to the parents? 

Response: 

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and Policy 2419: Regulations for the Education
of Exceptional Students have established requirements for regularly informing parents about their child’s
educational progress, as regularly as parents of nondisabled children are informed of their child’s progress.
Specifically, both federal and state regulations state that the IEP must include a statement of how the child’s
progress toward annual goals will be measured and how the child’s parents will be regularly informed at
least as often as parents are informed of their nondisabled child’s progress.  Therefore, if all students
receive traditional report cards at midterm and at the end of each nine week period, students with
exceptionalities must receive a mid-term report and  progress report at the end of the nine week period.
However, if midterm reports are only issued to students with failing grades, then only students with
exceptionalities who are receiving failing grades in the goal areas as specified on their IEPs would be
required to receive midterm reports.
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Question 2: Exactly, how often is the county required to report and, what , specifically, needs to
be contained in the progress report? 

Response:

As previously stated,  the child’s parents must  be regularly informed at least as often as parents are
informed of their nondisabled child’s progress.  The IEP progress report must address the following criteria:

A. the student’s progress toward the annual goals, and

B. the extent to which that progress is sufficient to enable the student to  reach the goals by the
end of the year.

Question 3: Does the regular report card meet this requirement?

Response:

The Progress Codes on the WV IEP Form may be used to document and report an exceptional student’s
progress in attaining the annual goals and short-term objectives on the IEP.  County school districts may
also choose to create an IEP progress report form to include the required information. Traditional report
cards may also be used if: 1) there is a direct link between the student’s IEP goals and objectives and the
content standards addressed in the regular classroom and 2) the report card includes the aforementioned
criteria.

If there are additional questions regarding the issues in this clarification, please contact Robin K.
Bolling, Assistant Director, or me at (304)-558-2696 (V/TDD). 

Sincerely,

Dee Bodkins, Ed.D.
Executive Director
Office of Special Education
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