
Letter of Clarification:   FY03-03
Extended School Year Services

August 14, 2002

Susan Given
West Virginia Advocates
Litton Building, 4th Floor
1207 Quarrier Street
Charleston, West Virginia 25301-1842

Dear Ms. Given:

This correspondence is in response to your recent request for information on Extended School
Year services (ESY).  You provided a copy of an article on ESY from Wrightslaw and asked my opinion
on the content of the article.  Per your request, the following information is provided.

Question 1: How are counties to determine student eligibility for ESY?

Response:

Section 5.1.5.j. in Policy 2419 (pages 31-32) describes how districts are to determine a child’s need for
Extended School Year services (ESY). Both requirements 5.1.5.j.B.(d) and 5.1.5.j.C address the issues
identified in the information you sent with your letter. As stated in Policy 2419, and in IEP and ESY specific
training provided in the past by OSE staff, regression and recoupment are not the only factors to be
considered in making the decision about a child’s need for ESY services. In addition, each local education
agency’s (LEA) special education policies and procedures include a section of more specific procedures
that apply to ESY, including how to determine a child’s need for ESY services. Attached for your review
are pages from a common prototype used by the LEAs to develop the required ESY procedures.

IEP Teams are to consider the student’s need for continuous instructional services and one way to do this
is to look at regression and recoupment after an interruption in educational services. However, LEA
procedures require IEP Teams to also consider behavior and other factors that may interfere with a
student’s maintenance of critical or emergent skills. In addition, as stated in 5.1.5.j.C., an IEP Team can
not wait until the child has been in a district program for a year or more or has failed to determine if he or
she needs ESY services. 
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Question 2: How is transportation to ESY to be provided?  Do parents have to bring their
children and stay with them in order to receive ESY services?

Response: 

The school district must provide transportation for children to attend center-based ESY services, although
the district can pay the parents in lieu of transportation if the parents can and are willing to transport the
child. Some students receive ESY services at home with their siblings and others receive services in
community settings. The location of the ESY services may require different transportation arrangements;
however, the location of a child’s ESY services is not determined on the basis of availability of
transportation.  

The OSE appreciates your concern regarding the provision of appropriate services for students
with disabilities. If you have additional questions or need more information pertaining to ESY, please
contact me at 558-2696 (V/TDD).

Sincerely,

Dee Bodkins, Ed.D
Executive Director
Office of Special Education
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