West Virginia Definition of Persistently Lowest Achieving Schools

According to West Virginia’s Accountability Workbook, “For the purpose of determining AYP, WV public schools are defined as those elementary and secondary schools established and maintained at public expense through the total basic foundation program/state aid formula outlined in W.Va. Code §18-9A-3 and W.Va. Code §18-9A-12. For the purposes of AYP determination, an elementary school is one that has a grade configuration that may include grades K-4, but does not contain grade 8 or higher. A middle school is a school that does not meet the definition of an elementary school and contains grade 8, but does not contain grade 12.  A high school is any school that contains grade 12”.  West Virginia defines secondary schools as middle and high schools according to the definitions above. 

For the purposes of identifying the lowest achieving schools, the West Virginia Department of Education used the all students group including those students who take the state’s assessment in reading/language arts and mathematics required under section 1111(b)(3) of the ESEA—i.e., students in grades 3 through 8 and 11.  The “all students” group includes limited English proficient (LEP) students and students with disabilities, including students with disabilities who take an alternate assessment based on alternate academic achievement standards. All public schools in the state of WV were included. There are no charter schools in WV. West Virginia defined lack of progress as two consecutive years of not making adequate yearly progress in the all student subgroup, for school years 07-08 and 08-09. West Virginia identified the persistently lowest achieving schools by combining the percent proficient scores in the all subgroup for reading/language arts and mathematics and ranking the schools from lowest to highest. Both the academic achievement and the lack of progress were given equal weight when identifying the schools for each tier.
In determining “persistently lowest-achieving schools” for Tier I, WV identified the lowest-achieving five Title I schools in improvement, corrective action, or restructuring in the State, since this number was greater than 5% of the number of schools in improvement, corrective action, or restructuring.  WV has no high schools in the state with a graduation rate as defined in 34 C.F.R. §200.19(b) that is less than 60% over a number of years. Therefore, there were no high schools added to Tier 1.
In determining “persistently lowest-achieving schools” for Tier II, West Virginia identified the secondary schools that are eligible for, but do not receive Title I funds, that are among the lowest-achieving 5% of secondary schools. All schools identified for Tier II have a percentage of poverty above the respective district poverty rate and also above 40% poverty. WV utilized the guidelines from the Guidance on School Improvement Grants Under Section 1003(g) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to identify “persistently lowest-achieving schools” for Tier II. None of the schools added to the newly eligible list were any higher achieving than the highest achieving Tier II schools identified by the SEA under the December 10th SIG final requirements.

The schools on the Tier III list include the remaining 18 Title I schools identified for improvement, corrective action, or restructuring as per the Guidance on School Improvement Grants Under Section 1003(g) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965.  The option to add schools to Tier III was not applied due to a desire to adequately fund programs of sufficient size and scope in Tier I and Tier II schools. 
