TO: 

Prospective Provider for Supplemental Educational Services

FR:

Karen Davies, Title I School Improvement Coordinator 



WVDE Office of Assessment, Accountability, & Research
RE:

Supplemental Educational Services Request for Proposal 
Background
As part of the federal legislation, No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) of 2001, any school district with a school that is in the second year or beyond of school improvement, shall arrange for the provision of supplemental educational services to eligible children in the school from a provider with a demonstrated record of effectiveness or a high probability of success, and that is selected by the parents of eligible children in cooperation with the school district of residence and approved for that purpose by the state educational agency [Section 1116(e)(1)].  

The purpose of supplemental educational services is to increase the academic achievement of eligible low-income students in the areas of reading and mathematics as measured by a state’s assessment system. The cost of providing supplemental services is paid from the LEA’s Title I funds and is subject to cost limitations as required by the law.

Supplemental educational services include academic instruction offered outside of the regular school day that is designed to increase the academic achievement of low-income students in low-performing schools (e.g. before/after school, summer, and weekend programs). These services may include academic assistance such as tutoring, remediation and other educational interventions, provided that such approaches are consistent with the content and instruction used by the district and are aligned with the WV State Academic Content Standards and Objectives.  Supplemental educational services must be high quality, research-based, and specifically designed to increase student academic achievement.  

Purpose of the Application

The purpose of this application is to select providers of supplemental educational services to be included on the West Virginia Approved Supplemental Educational Services Provider list.   This is not a competitive process; therefore, all providers may be included on the approved list if they meet the criteria as determined by a Department selection committee. The list is maintained by the West Virginia Department of Education and indicates which of the approved providers are available to offer supplemental educational services in each county.  

NCLB requires that the State promote maximum participation by providers to ensure, to the extent practicable, that parents have as many choices as possible.  The state approved list is updated annually.  Each year, there will be an opportunity for new providers to demonstrate that their organization meets the requirements.  Supplemental educational service providers are monitored on an annual basis.  Providers that fail, for two consecutive years, to contribute to increased student proficiency are removed from the State approved list.
Eligibility Requirements

To be included on West Virginia’s list of approved supplemental educational services providers, applicants must meet the following criteria:

· Demonstrate a record of effectiveness in increasing student achievement.

· Provide supplemental educational services that are consistent with the instructional strategies of the LEA and with WV state academic content standards. 

· Provide instruction that is of high quality, research-based, and specifically designed to increase academic achievement of eligible children on state assessments and attain proficiency in meeting the State’s academic achievement standards.  

· Demonstrate financial soundness.

· Ensure that instruction is secular, neutral and non-ideological.

· Comply with all applicable federal, state, and local health, safety, and civil rights laws.

· Provide parents of children receiving supplemental educational services and the LEA with information on the academic progress of children in a language and format they can easily understand.

· Accurately complete the WVDE application and be recommended for approval by the WV supplemental educational services selection committee.
Eligible Service Providers

The term “provider” is defined as a non-profit entity, a for-profit entity, or a LEA. Entities eligible to apply to provide supplemental educational services may include, but are not limited to:

· Public Schools

· Private schools

· LEA

· Educational service agencies

· Institutions of higher learning

· Private businesses

Please note:

If a public school or LEA is identified as in need of improvement, corrective action, or restructuring, neither the school nor the LEA can be an approved state supplemental educational service provider. 
Application Process and Timeline

Applications are available on the WVDE website http://wvde.state.wv.us/titlei/lea_supplemental.html or by contacting Karen Davies at kdavies@access.k12.wv.us. All potential providers must submit an original and four copies of the application for the period beginning on or before September 1 and extending to September 1 (if summer school is provided) of the following school year.  Proposals that exceed page limits or provide information not requested will not be considered.  The application must be typed in 12 font. Applications must be received on or before 4:00 p.m. on or before May 15 and directed to the attention of:

Karen Davies, Title I School Improvement Coordinator

Office of Assessment and Accountability
West Virginia Department of Education

Building 6, Room 330

1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East

Charleston, WV 25305

The West Virginia Supplemental Educational Services Review Committee will evaluate all applications and will recommend only those providers that meet the criteria as defined in the application. Applicants will be notified by mail on or before August 1 of their approval status. Note that all brochures that will be distributed to parents by the provider and any program incentives must be included on the provider application and approved by the WVDE prior to distribution or implementation.
Your interest and consideration in becoming a supplemental educational service provider for eligible students in West Virginia is greatly appreciated.  Questions regarding the application should be directed to Karen Davies, Title I School Improvement Coordinator, at kdavies@access.k12.wv.us or (304) 558-7805, x 313.






