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The Impact of Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) Flexibility on 
Set-Asides for an LEA Identified for Improvement  

(School Year 2012-2013 and FY13 Funding) 
 
If an LEA was identified for improvement for the 2012-2013 school year then the professional 
development set- aside may continue to be used, for non-Title I schools, to address professional 
development needs in areas identified for improvement.  Furthermore, the LEA may also carry this set-
aside amount over for FY14 to be used for the originally reserved purpose, through September 30, 2014. 
The New Title I: The Changing Landscapes of Accountability, 8th Edition clearly states: 

 
No such freedom exists when the law requires the entirety of set aside funds to be spent on a 
particular purpose.  For example, an LEA or school in improvement is required to spend 10 
percent of its grant on professional development.  If an LEA carries over any of these funds, they 
must still be spent on the original purpose, in addition to any funds newly set aside for this 
purpose in the carryover year.  Another way to view this rule is that, for any given fiscal year, a 
state or district has the full 27 months of availability (the first 15 months, plus the 12-month 
carryover period) to meet statutory set-asides that require a certain minimum expenditure.   
 

With this being said, LEAs may use the FY13 professional development set-aside for any non-Title I 
school.  However, the entirety of funds may not be used exclusively for one school.  For example, an LEA 
identified for improvement in FY13, in the areas of middle school special education and LSES, may not 
use the entire set-aside for Focus School A.  However, the LEA may require teachers from Focus Middle 
School A to participate in training on differentiating instruction while it provides the option for other 
middle school teachers in the LEA to participate in the same professional development.  
 


