NOTICE TO PARENTS -  IMPROVEMENT STATUS
NOTICE TO PARENTS
(Insert Date)

Dear Parents:

Our district is dedicated to ensuring that our students succeed.  While we have always held high expectations for our students, the federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, (NCLB) has set new standards for all students to meet.
Recently, our state released a report on the “adequate yearly progress” (AYP) our schools are making toward achieving proficiency for 100 percent of our students under NCLB.
The report gives a simple yes or no grade, based solely on one state standardized test.  Under NCLB, AYP is an all-or-nothing proposition.  Please be award that many good schools have not made AYP, both in our state and nationwide.  That does not mean that these schools were unsuccessful.

We are firmly committed to achieving our goal of success for every student.  For more about AYP and what we’re doing to help improve test scores, see the question and answer section below.

Yours truly,

(Insert Principal’s signature)

SCHOOL’S ANNUAL PERFORMANCE
1. What is AYP?

Adequate yearly progress (AYP) is required by the United States Department of Education for all districts and schools that get federal funding (sometimes called Title I) under the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.  To make AYP, each school must achieve (insert #1) assessment targets:  (insert #1) areas of test performance and participation, measured across (insert #1) subgroups of students, divided into categories such as race, English language proficiency, and disability.  To meet performance targets, (insert #1) of students must get scores that are “proficient” or better on our statewide assessments.  To meet targets, 95% of students must take each assessment.  In addition, schools must meet targets for graduation rate and (insert your state’s academic indicator for elementary and middle schools, e.g. attendance.)  All of these standards must be met by all students, measured as a whole, and by each subgroup.  If just one subgroup misses just one target, the entire school doesn’t make AYP.  
Only subgroups larger that (insert state’s minimum # for calculating AYP) count for AYP.  To protect student privacy, the scores of subgroups smaller than (insert state’s minimum # for protecting student privacy) will not be reported. 

2. DID OUR SCHOOL MAY AYP?


(Choose a or b)
a. This year, (insert school name) didn’t make AYP for the second straight year.  Therefore, in addition to the steps listed below in items 5 and 6, we will also offer parents the chance to transfer their children to a school that’s making AYP, as discussed in item 8, below.

b. This year, (insert school name) didn’t make AYP for the third straight year.  Therefore, in addition to the steps listed below in items 5 and 6, we will offer parents these two options:

i. As we did last year, we will offer parents the chance to transfer their children to a school that’s making AYP, as discussed in item 8, below.

ii. This year, we will also offer parents of eligible students the chance to get extra academic help for their children, free of charge.  To be eligible, a student must be from a family that meets certain income requirements, discussed in item 9, below.
3. HOW DID OUR SCHOOL DO COMPARED TO OTHERS?
The following table gives the total percentage of students at (insert school name) who performed at or above the proficient level on the assessments in math and reading or language arts.  For comparison, it also provides the same percentages for students in the district and state as a whole. 

	% of Students Performing at or Above Proficient on State Tests

	SUBJECT
	SCHOOL
	DISTRICTWIDE
	STATEWIDE

	Math
	
	
	

	Reading/Lang. Arts
	
	
	


4. WHY DID OUR SCHOOL NOT MAKE AYP?
(Insert reason(s), e.g.:) The school missed AYP because just one subgroup missed one of the targets for this year.  Some of our students are not yet fluent in English and missed the reading and language arts goals.
5. WHAT IS THE SCHOOL DOING TO IMPROVE STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT & MAKE AYP?
School staff are developing and implementing a comprehensive plan that includes:

■  Identifying and addressing the specific reasons        for low student achievement
■  Expanding the knowledge base and skill set of teachers 

(Insert other items from school improvement plan.)

6. WHAT IS THE DISTRICT DOING TO HELP THE SCHOOL MAKE AYP?
The district is helping the school by:

■  Giving information on effective curriculum and instructional strategies

■  Analyzing student performance data to guide decisions

■  Increasing staff training and planning

(Insert other items from district improvement plan.)

7. HOW CAN I GET INVOLVED IN HELPING THE SCHOOL IMPROVE STUDENT PERFORMANCE?
As a parent or guardian, you can help the school address raising our students’ performance on state tests by:

■  Coming to parent-school meetings on student achievement

■  Supporting and reinforcing your child’s good study habits

■  Reviewing your child’s homework and test results

■  Setting goals with your child for continued academic improvement

8. CAN MY CHILD TRANSFER TO ANOTHER SCHOOL?
Because the school has missed AYP for at least two straight years, we will be offering parents the chance to transfer their children to a school that’s making AYP.  (Insert description of school choice program, OR We will send you more information about how this option works.)
(OPTIONAL:)
9. WHAT OTHER ACADEMIC HELP CAN MY CHILD GET?
This year, we will also be offering parents of eligible students the chance to get extra academic help for their children, free of charge.  This program is called “supplemental educational services.”  Here’s what you should know about SES:  (Insert description of SES program, OR We will send you more information about how the SES works.)
