Memorandum
To:  District Title I Directors

From: Jan Stanley, State Title I Director 

Re:  Waivers for the 1003(g) school improvement funds

Date: January 13, 2010

School Improvement Grants, authorized under section 1003(g) of Title I of the ESEA, are grants to LEAs for use in Title I schools identified for improvement, corrective action, or restructuring that demonstrate the greatest need for the funds and the strongest commitment to use the funds to provide adequate resources in order to raise substantially the achievement of their students so as to enable the schools to make adequate yearly progress and exit improvement status.  In accordance with the final requirements published in the Federal Register in December 2009, school improvement funds are to be focused on each State’s persistently lowest-achieving Title I schools in improvement, corrective action, or restructuring (Tier I schools) and, at an LEA’s option, persistently-lowest achieving secondary schools that are eligible for, but do not receive, Title I, Part A funds (Tier II schools).  An LEA may also use school improvement funds in Title I schools in improvement, corrective action, or restructuring that are not identified as persistently lowest-achieving schools (Tier III schools).  In the Tier I and Tier II schools an LEA chooses to serve, the LEA must implement one of four school intervention models:  turnaround model, restart model, school closure, or transformation model. A list of the schools eligible for these grants is posted on the WVDE Title I website. 
As part of the State application process, West Virginia (WV) must notify LEAs of any waiver requests submitted to the federal government.  WV is requesting a waiver of the federal requirements listed below.  These waivers would allow any local educational agency (LEA) in the State that receives a School Improvement Grant to use those funds in accordance with the final requirements for School Improvement Grants and the LEA’s application for a grant.
· Waive section 421(b) of the General Education Provisions Act (20 U.S.C. § 1225(b)) to extend the period of availability of school improvement funds for the SEA and all of its LEAs to September 30, 2013.

· Waive section 1116(b)(12) of the ESEA to permit LEAs to allow their Tier I schools that will implement a turnaround or restart model to “start over” in the school improvement timeline.

· Waive sections 1003(g)(1) and (7) of the ESEA that limit the use of school improvement funds to Title I schools in improvement, corrective action, or restructuring to permit LEAs to use school improvement funds to serve Tier II schools.
The State believes that the requested waiver(s) will increase the quality of instruction for students and improve the academic achievement of students in Tier I, Tier II, and Tier III schools by enabling an LEA to use more effectively the school improvement funds to implement one of the four school intervention models in its Tier I or Tier II schools and to carry out school improvement activities in its Tier III schools.  The four school intervention models are specifically designed to raise substantially the achievement of students in the State’s persistently lowest-achieving schools.   
Comments concerning WV’s intent to apply for the aforementioned waivers should be submitted to Jan Stanley at jstanley@access.k12.wv.us on or before noon on Wednesday, January 20, 2010. 

