


Title I, Part A ARRA Funding
Overview
The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) provides significant new funding

for programs under Title I, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (Title

I).  Specifically, the ARRA provides $10 billion in additional fiscal year (FY) 2009 Title I, Part A

funds to local education agencies (LEAs) for schools with high concentrations of students

from families who live in poverty in order to help improve teaching and learning for students most at-risk of failing to meet state academic achievement standards. These funds create an unprecedented opportunity for educators in Title I schools to implement innovative strategies that improve education for at-risk students and close the achievement gaps while also stimulating

the economy.
Use of Funds:

LEAs may use their Title I, Part A recovery funds consistent with the Title I, Part A statutory and regulatory requirements, including the requirements to provide equitable services to eligible private school students (see page 4).  Uses should be aligned with the core goals of ARRA to save and create jobs and to advance reforms.

ARRA Core Principles:

The overall goals of ARRA are to stimulate the economy in the short term and invest in education and other essential public services to ensure the long-term economic health of our nation. 

Four principles guide the distribution and utilization of ARRA funds:

· Spend funds quickly to save and create jobs;
· Improve student achievement through school improvement and reform;
· Ensure transparency, reporting and accountability; and
· Invest one-time ARRA funds thoughtfully to minimize the “funding cliff.”
These funds should be invested in ways that do not result in unsustainable continuing commitments after the funding expires.

Fiscal Issues:
Note:  Four grant awards (i.e., the two phases of the Title I, Part A recovery funds, and the

two phases of the regular FY 2009 Title I, Part A funds) will constitute a state’s total ED FY

2009 Title I, Part A allocation.   [WV FY 2010 and SY 2009-2010]
ARRA funds are subject to compliance with the following fiduciary areas:

· Maintenance of effort;
· Supplement, not supplant;
· Comparability;
· Subject to the 15% carryover limitation for the total ED FY 2009 funds [WV FY 2010]; 
· Indirect costs;
· Subject to allowable costs under OMB Circular A-87; and
· Subject to audit procedures under OMB Circular A-133. 

LEA Application for Title I Part A ARRA Funding

Section 1: Public school ranking and set aside spreadsheet

· Funds must be distributed to schools in rank order from highest to lowest poverty;
· Equitable funds must be allocated to private schools; and
· Funds are subject to the “set-aside” requirements in Title I, Part A that apply to the use of funds by LEAs. 
Adding additional Title I schools utilizing the Title I ARRA Funds (if applicable)

Expectations:

· School poverty level must be 40% and at or above the district poverty average.

· Schools will participate in training to prepare to be a school wide project.

(The district Title I director and the principal will attend a SEA sponsored training.)

· The district Title I director will lead the school through the planning process and development of the school strategic plan. 

· The school strategic plan will be evaluated by the LEA and submitted to the SEA.

Provide a list of new Title I schools that will be funded utilizing the Title I ARRA Funds. 
School name:

School address:

School phone number:

Principal’s name:

Principal’s email address:
Caution: Prior to adding new Title I schools, determine how programs can be maintained
after the ARRA funding to avoid the “funding cliff”. Additionally, OMB Circular A-110 requires equipment purchased with Title I funds to be moved to another Title I location should the school no longer receive Title I funding.

Section 2: Needs Assessment/Data Analysis
A summary of the information from the data analysis should be included within the needs assessment section of the strategic plan. The narrative section should be updated by the district leadership team prior to the plan submission in September 2009 and include information for the following areas:

· External trend data; 
· Student achievement data;
· Other student outcomes; and
· Analysis of Culture, Conditions and Practices.
Prior to submission of the ARRA application for funding, the district leadership team should 
· Review identified needs from the 21st century learning and 
· Review identified needs from the literacy framework.
Strategic prioritized issues should be identified. The prioritized issues and considerations from the frameworks needs assessment should be areas in which the district will focus action steps and target the funding from ARRA.
Section 3: Goals/Objectives/Action Steps-Correlation with the District Strategic Plan

Goals/Objectives/Actions

· Identify all activities and professional development to be funded with ARRA funds. 
· Determine the compliance statement or goal with which the activities are associated. 

· Identify the actions as Title I ARRA.  Check the appropriate box. Update.
· Add professional development and mark funding source as Title I ARRA.

· Review the Title I ARRA action plan to ensure all activities to be funded with the ARRA grant are included.

· Complete the Data/Technology section.

· Complete the Highly Effective Teachers section.

· Complete the School System Improvement section.

Section 4: Budget
Complete the budget template for the LEA and schools. This spreadsheet will automatically calculate the total county Title I ARRA budget.
Assist schools in updating the school plans and completing a budget for the ARRA funds.

Private School Application Including ARRA Funds
1. Private Schools §1120(a) (If applicable)

Consistent with the number of eligible children identified under section 1115(b) in the school district served by a local educational agency who are enrolled in private elementary schools and secondary schools, a local educational agency shall, after timely and meaningful consultation with appropriate private school officials, provide such children, on an equitable basis, educational services or other benefits under this part that address their needs, and shall ensure that teachers and families of the children participate, on an equitable basis in services, and activities developed pursuant to sections 1118 and 1119.

	Name of Private School(s)

(List all legally established schools within the LEA.)
	Contact Person
	Allocation from Title I Part A

§1120(c)(1)

(Amount should match the calculation from the budget worksheet.)


	Allocation from ARRA

§1120(c)(1)

(Amount should match the calculation from the budget worksheet).
	Location of Services

Provided to the Private School

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


a. Provide a budget and budget narrative for the expenditures within each private school served. The budget shall indicate equitable funding for activities developed pursuant to sections 1118 and 1119. Equipment purchases should be identified and justification provided. §1120(a)(1)

b. Describe the services that will be provided to each private school(s). Provide a description of how the program will provide educational services.  The description must include: 1) the method for identifying students to receive services; 2) services offered; 3) time and location of the services; and 4) methods used to evaluate student progress and services. §1120(a)(5)

c. Provide a narrative that describes the professional development activities pursuant to NCLB section 1119. §1120(a)(1)
d. Provide a narrative that describes the parent involvement activities pursuant to NCLB section 1118. §1120(a)(1)
e. Provide an attestation statement to ensure that all teachers funded by Title I meet the definition of highly qualified. §1119

f. Submit a written affirmation signed by officials of each private school that timely and meaningful consultation required by section 1120 has occurred. §1120(b)(1-4).

Affirmation of Consultation with Private School Officials
Section 1120(b) of the No Child Left Behind Act and §200.63 of the Title I regulations require that timely and meaningful consultation occur between the local education agency (LEA) and private school officials prior to any decision that affects the opportunities of eligible private school children, teachers, and other educational personnel to participate in programs under this Act, and shall continue throughout the implementation and assessment of activities under this section.

Under §200.63 of the Title I regulations consultation must, at a minimum, address the following issues:

• How the LEA will identify the needs of eligible private school children;

• What services the LEA will offer to eligible private school children;

• How and when the LEA will make decisions about the delivery of services;

• How, where, and by whom the LEA will provide services to eligible private school children;

• How the LEA will assess academically the services to private school children in accordance with §200.10  of the Title I regulations, and how the LEA will use the results of that assessment to improve Title I services;

• The size and scope of the equitable services that the LEA will provide to eligible private school children    and, consistent with §200.64 of the Title I regulations, the proportion of its Title I funds that the LEA will allocate for these services and the amount of funds that the LEA reserves from its Title I allocation for the purposes listed in §200.77 of the Title I regulations;

• The method, or the sources of data, that the LEA will use (under §200.78 of the Title I regulations) to determine the number of private school children from low-income families residing in participating public school attendance areas, including whether the LEA will extrapolate data if a survey is used;

• The services the LEA will provide to teachers and families of participating private school children;

• Discussion of service delivery mechanisms the LEA will use to provide services; and

• Through consideration and analysis of the views of the private school officials on whether the LEA should contract with a third-party provider. If the LEA disagrees with the views of the private school officials on the issue, the LEA must provide in writing to those officials the reasons why the LEA has chosen not to use a third-party contractor.

· We agree that timely and meaningful consultation occurred before the LEA made any decision that affected the participation of eligible private school children in the Title I, Part A program. 

· It is understood the proportional share will increase by $_[insert amount]__ for the coming 2009‐2010 school year based on the district’s Title I ARRA Allocation.  

· Furthermore, it is understood public schools will not able to sustain the increased level of services if the ARRA funds are one-time funding and that funding will decline when the ARRA funds have expired. 
 ________________________________________________                                 ________________
Public School Official Date Private School Representative 


Date

_______________________________________________                          _______________
School District Name of Private School Agency or School


Date
The LEA must maintain a copy of this form in its records and provide a copy to the SEA.
Title I ARRA Funds Assurance Statements

The applicant hereby assures the WV chief state school officer that:
2.1
The Title I program will comply with all state statutes and federal laws and regulations related to the ARRA funding.  Appropriate records will be provided to the State Educational Agency (SEA) as needed for fiscal audit and program evaluation.

2.2
The Local Educational Agency (LEA) has selected schools for participation in Title I on the basis of the highest percentage of poverty level children and has distributed Title I ARRA funds to schools on the basis of the number of poverty level children.

2.3        The LEA will annually achieve and maintain comparability.

2.4
ARRA funds made available through this statute will be used to supplement and not supplant funds from non-federal sources.

2.5
The state and local fiscal combined effort per student (MOE) will be maintained with not less than 90 percent of the amount being used for computing the effort in subsequent years.

2.6 
The LEA will provide services to eligible children attending private elementary and secondary schools in accordance with section 1120, and timely and meaningful consultation will occur with private school officials regarding ARRA funding and additional services.

2.7
The programs are designed to provide services which will provide significant help to the participating children and that the program is of such size, scope, and quality to give reasonable promise of substantial progress toward meeting the state high quality standards.

2.8
Procedures have been adopted for evaluating the effectiveness of programs/initiatives funded under this statute (ARRA funding) and the LEA periodically reviews and revises the LEA and schools plans.

2.9
Title I ARRA plans are designed and implemented in consultation with teachers, parents, and other stakeholders to give broad-based involvement in shared decision making.

2.10
Parents of participating students will be involved on an on-going basis in the planning and design of the ARRA plans and will annually assess the effectiveness of the parent involvement program.

2.11
The LEA will coordinate and collaborate, to the extent feasible and necessary as determined by the LEA, with other agencies providing services to children, youth and families-including addressing children’s handicapping conditions, limited English proficiency, health and social services.

2.12
In the case that an LEA chooses to use ARRA funds to provide early childhood development services to low-income children below the age of compulsory school attendance, the LEA ensures that such services comply with the performance standards established under section 641A(a) of the Head Start Act.

2.13     
The LEA will comply with the requirements of section 1119 regarding the qualifications of teachers and paraprofessionals and professional development if utilizing ARRA funds to support salaries.
2.14
The LEA will use the results of the student academic assessments required under section 1111(b)(3), and other measures or indicators available to the agency, to review annually the progress of each school served by the agency and receiving Title I ARRA funds under this part to determine whether all of the schools are making progress necessary to ensure that all students will meet the State’s proficient level of achievement on the State academic assessments described in section 1111(b)(3). 

2.15 
The LEA will adhere to the reporting requirements for accountability and transparency under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.  
_________________________________



____________________

Title I Director’s signature





Date

__________________________________   



____________________
Superintendent’s signature
                                                         Date
                
The assurances shall be signed by the appropriate staff and returned to Jan Stanley, State Title I Director, with the submission of the ARRA grant application. 
West Virginia Department of Education


Office of Assessment and Accountability
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