A Balanced Assessment System
Developed by the Superintendent’s Center for 21st Century Schools

	Assessment
	Primary Users
	Typical Uses
	Assess What
	Assess How
	Assess When

	Summative Assessment
State Accountability Test

An Event After 
Learning
	Decision Makers:

State
District

School
	To:
-Verify individual and group mastery of standards & objectives

-Measure achievement status at a point in time for purposes of reporting & accountability

-Make decisions about district & school programs and resources
	State Standards and Objectives
	Selected Response (multiple choice)
Constructed Response (short answer)
	Annual

	Benchmark Assessments (increase the frequency of summative assessments)
An Event After Learning
	Decision Makers:
District

School

Classroom

- teacher
	To:
-Verify individual and group mastery of specific objectives

-Identify students who require additional support

-Provide instructional feedback to teachers
-Identify objectives not yet mastered (gaps) early enough to enable teachers to make adjustments in the instructional program 
	Specific instructional objectives (fewer in number – usually determined by curriculum map or pacing guide)

	Selected Response (multiple choice)

Constructed Response (short answer)
*Often generated from Test Item Banks that are aligned with state standards  
	Periodic
( 3 or 4 times during the year)

	Formative Assessments
A Process During Learning
	Decision Makers:
Classroom

- teacher
	To:
-Support learning

-Reflect progress toward mastery of objectives

-Help teachers diagnose and respond to student needs

-Adjust instruction based on results

-Understand which building blocks  (learning targets) require additional attention
-Provide descriptive feedback to students
	Small Explicit Learning Targets: Instructional objective(s) that are broken down into  component parts that enable students to build toward mastery 

-Knowledge required

-Patterns of reasoning

-Performance skills

-Product development

Key: Focus on one aspect of quality at a time
	Requires the use of many assessment methods to provide a continuous stream of accurate evidence of students’ mastery of knowledge, reasoning, performance skills and product development.

Learning Target – Method Match
Accuracy in formative assessment requires matching the kinds of Learning Targets to the appropriate assessment method:

-Selected Response

-Extended Written Response

-Performance/Product 

-Personal Communication
	Continuous -
Ongoing, interconnected series so that patterns in student learning are revealed



	Assessment
	Primary Users
	Typical Uses
	Assess What
	Assess How
	Assess When

	Formative Classroom Assessments For Learning

A Process During Learning
	Decision Makers:

Classroom

- teacher

- student
	To:

-Support learning

-Reflect progress toward mastery of objectives

-Help teachers diagnose and respond to student needs

-Adjust instruction based on results

-Understand which building blocks (foundations/learning targets) require attention

-Provide descriptive feedback to students
-Support ongoing student motivation and growth
-Enable students to take responsibility for their own learning by engaging in self-assessment, reflection, goal-setting and monitoring and communicating their own progress
-Help students act on the results in order to improve
	Small Explicit Learning Targets: Instructional objective(s)  that are broken down into  component parts that enable students to build toward mastery of objectives 

Learning targets identify:

-Knowledge required

-Patterns of reasoning

-Performance skills

-Product development

Key: Focus on one aspect of quality at a time
	Requires the use of many assessment methods to provide a continuous stream of accurate evidence of students’ mastery of knowledge, reasoning, performance skills and product development.

Learning Target – Method Match

Accuracy in formative classroom assessment requires matching the kinds of Learning Targets to the appropriate assessment method:

-Selected Response

-Constructed Response

-Extended Written Response

-Performance/Product (demonstrated and observed) 

-Personal Communication (finding out what students have learned through interacting with them)

	Continuous,
Ongoing, interconnected series so that patterns in student learning are revealed
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