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High stakes tests are nothing new.  The Imperial bureaucracy of China was the first example of a civil service based on meritocracy, determined by performance on a set of exams.  By 115 CE there was a set curriculum to determine proficiency in arithmetic, writing, horsemanship, and rituals and ceremonies.  Exams were a part of Chinese life for over 1000 years.  The system worked for centuries:  Typically almost half of the people entering the government based on test performance were from families with no prior connection to the government.  The goal was always to identify talent, and to match talent to resources to provide the best government possible.  Tests that you take now influence college admissions, college course placement, and provide a measure of how well your schools do in helping you learn.   

The ACT exams today serve several purposes.  On an individual level, scores are part of the necessary qualifications for PROMISE scholarships, and are used for college admissions and often for course placement.  Effective July 19, 2006, the PROMISE Board designates a minimum composite score of 22 on the ACT with at least a minimum sub-score of 20 in each of the subject areas (reading, math, science, English) or a combined score of 1020 on the SAT with at least a score of 490 in critical reading and 480 in math as part of the eligibility requirements to receive a PROMISE Scholarship.  Collectively, student scores measure performance of schools, counties, and states, with real consequences if adequate progress cannot be demonstrated.  

This document discusses issues and background needed to appreciate the role of the ACT mathematics test for high school students and their parents, teachers, and counselors.

We include a survey of resources for all of these clients, including sample questions and links to other materials online, and how the preliminary Explore and Plan tests given in the 8th grade and 10th grade suggest strategies for improving performance.  Also we provide results of a survey that gives advice from recent test takers about what preparation would have helped them the most.
	Test Description


The ACT is a college entrance and placement exam that is taken by high school juniors and seniors.  Most students in West Virginia take the ACT EXPLORE in grade 8 and the ACT PLAN in grade 10.  These are tests that increase students’ awareness of their strengths and weaknesses so that they can prepare for the ACT and plan their high school courses.  The ACT measures a student’s college readiness skills as they progress through high school.
The math portion of the ACT is composed of 60 multiple choice questions to be answered in 60 minutes.  There is no penalty for guessing and a calculator may be used on the entire test.  The types of questions on each ACT test are distributed in the same way every time:

· Pre-Algebra, 23%  (14 questions)

· Elementary Algebra, 17%  (10 questions)

· Intermediate Algebra, 15%  (9 questions)

· Coordinate Geometry, 15%  (9 questions)

· Plane Geometry, 23%  (14 questions)

· Trigonometry, 7%  (4 questions)

For more detailed information about the content of each of these categories, visit the ACT website http://www.actstudent.org/testprep/descriptions/mathcontent.html or this ACT prep site http://www.act-sat-prep.com/actmathx.html
Back to Index 
	Calculators


Use of a calculator is permitted on the ACT mathematics test.  A student must use good judgment in deciding when to use a calculator.  Because the test is timed, valuable time may be wasted if the student is unfamiliar with the calculator or if the student uses the calculator when the problem could be done more quickly without it.

You may use a four-function, scientific, or graphing calculator, however some graphing calculators are not permitted.  It is the responsibility of the student to verify that their calculator is acceptable.  In general, calculators with a QWERTY keyboard are NOT permitted.  For a list of unacceptable calculators, visit the ACT website at the following link, http://www.actstudent.org/faq/answers/calculator.html. 

 The testing center is not responsible for providing calculators.  No questions on the test require the use of a calculator.  If you choose to use one, you must provide your own and you may not share calculators with another student.  When you complete the test, you must turn off the calculator.  You may not use it to play games while you wait for the test to end.

In a recent survey given in West Virginia, test takers recommended that knowing how to use your calculator is an important strategy for obtaining good results on the math ACT test.
Back to Index 
	High Frequency Formulas


A formula sheet is not provided for the ACT mathematics test.  Students taking this test should know basic formulas, methods and definitions that are part of the high school core curriculum.  For example, formulas related to linear functions might include the distance formula, the midpoint formula, and the slope formula.  Vocabulary related to triangles might include isosceles, equilateral, and scalene.  Important methods involving polynomials include the ways to factor and the quadratic formula.  Applications might require the use of the Pythagorean Theorem or the formula for the area of a circle or a rectangle.  In problems such as these, the student must recognize opportunities to use such formulas.  ACT does not provide a list of formulas students must know.  Information is available from other resources such as http://www.erikthered.com/tutor however ACT has not endorsed this site.

Back to Index 
	Recommendations before the ACT


A student’s ACT score is not a measure of academic performance. A student’s ACT score is a measure of performance on that particular ACT exam. There is a high correlation between a student’s ACT math score and the high school mathematics courses the student has completed, as well as, the student’s success in these courses. Students that are enrolled in mathematics courses throughout their senior year tend to be more successful in college. In fact, students that complete higher level mathematics courses are more likely to score higher on the mathematics section of the ACT. Students that develop a strong elementary and middle school mathematics base are more likely to succeed in high school mathematics courses. After developing an adequate grasp of mathematics knowledge through their high school mathematics courses, students should review and practice their fundamental mathematics skills and basic formulas before attempting the ACT. A basic formulas and facts sheet is not provided as part of the ACT.

Students should ask the counselors for copies of old PLAN tests and use them to practice. After completing the PLAN, a student should ask for the test booklet. The PLAN report provides the student with their individual responses along with the correct responses. Students should review the types of questions and topics from the test booklet along with their correct and incorrect responses from their PLAN report to develop a study guide to review and prepare for the ACT.

In a recent survey given in West Virginia, test takers frequently mentioned Algebra and Geometry as courses that most prepared them for the Math ACT test. They listed Trigonometry as the course not taken that might have helped them do better.
Recent test takers in West Virginia made the following recommendations:

· Use feedback from ACT Plan, ACT Explore,  PSAT  and Westest
· Talk with teachers about missed questions on previous ACT tests

· Memorize formulas and learn everything your calculator can do
· Pay attention in math and science classes and do your homework

· Get a tutor or take a preparation course

· Use internet sites and study books to prepare
· Take as many math classes as you can, take math every year, and take higher level courses

· Take algebra early ( 7th or 8th grade)

· Take trigonometry , review geometry, and make sure that you understand Algebra I

· Take good notes in your math classes and review them
· Be able to do fractions and decimals
	Recommendations before the ACT


Recent test takers in West Virginia made the following statements:

· “Don't take the easy way in math, challenge yourself and take hard classes.”

· “Go as far in upper-level math as you can handle because the more concepts you learn, the larger variety you will know.”

· “Review things after learning them to retain information.”

· “Try your hardest in Algebra I.  Not knowing this information will keep you behind for the rest of your math career.”

· “Learn trig and study for a long time.  Get a tutor.  Learn stuff on your own time.”

· “STUDY as much as you can and prepare as much as you can.”

· “Take math every year.” 

Back to Index 
	ACT Study Guides


Many students take the ACT test more than once. Because it is based on the skills learned in your high school mathematics courses, the more courses you have taken, the better you should score.  Questions are included from algebra, geometry and trigonometry. Formulas will not be given on the test; students are expected to know basic formulas and computation methods. Since the test is based on skills, it is very possible to improve an ACT score through practice and review. The following resources may be used to better understand and prepare for the ACT test.  
· SparkNotes (http://www.sparknotes.com/testprep/books/act/chapter10section1.rhtml) provides study guides in the various areas tested: Basic Skills, Pre-Algebra, Elementary Algebra, Intermediate Algebra, Coordinate Geometry, Plane Geometry, and Trigonometry.
· OnlineMathLearning.com (http://www.onlinemathlearning.com/index.html) is a site filled with math review topics. 

· Test Prep Review:  Self Assessment modules are available to help determine the areas of need. (http://www.testprepreview.com/act_practice.htm) You may also sign up for an ACT Question of the Day on this site.
· Number2.com offers a free online test preparation course customized for the particular student. (http://number2.com/) Each student has a profile and may sign up for coaching or monitoring from an interested teacher or parent. 
· Study Guide Zone (http://www.studyguidezone.com/pdfs/actteststudyguide.pdf) offers review of topics covered on the test with worked out examples.

Back to Index 
	Practice Test Questions


Students that are more familiar and comfortable with the format and expectations on a standardized test will be more successful on that test. Therefore, test practice with items and format similar to the ACT is beneficial to the test taker. The following resources provide such practice.
· TestPrepPractice.net (http://www.testpreppractice.net/ACT/Free-Online-ACT-Practice-Tests.aspx) provides free online practice mini-tests. Problems will be graded and correct answers given, but no explanation of how to do problems.
· ACT (http://www.actstudent.org/sampletest/index.html) lists practice mini-tests. Answers are checked item-by-item with solution analysis given.
· Peterson’s Planner offers a free online practice test as well as many other resources. Tests may be graded as completed, with correct/incorrect, responses compared to right answers, and time information is given, as well as test sub-scores. (http://www.petersons.com/mypetersons/code/mypetersons.asp?sponsor=1&path=ug.gs.using
· Princeton Review will grade the full length online practice test after completion, giving item-by-item results with category of question given. You can also see results classified by category, which should help pinpoint strengths and weaknesses. All four ACT test areas are included. (http://www.princetonreview.com/college/testprep/testprep.asp?TPRPAGE=244&TYPE=ACT-PRACTICE-TEST)  
· 4Tests.com (http://www.4tests.com/exams/examdetail.asp?eid=13) provides practice tests that are graded with solutions given after completion.

Back to Index 
	Comparing and Contrasting the ACT and SAT


Both the ACT and SAT are used by colleges to assist in admission decisions and sometimes for placement into various courses. The tests are designed to help predict college success; most colleges will accept scores from either test within the application process. Both tests allow calculator use. Although used for the same purposes, the tests differ in various ways:
· The ACT includes sections on math, English, reading and science. An optional writing test is available. The SAT tests only math, reading and writing.
· ACT mathematics includes some trigonometry; SAT tests only through geometry and Algebra II.
· You are not penalized for guessing on the ACT; you are on the SAT.
· On the ACT, all questions are multiple choice; the SAT contains both multiple choice and fill-in answers.
· Knowledge of basic formulas is needed on the ACT; the SAT test provides basic formulas at the beginning of the math sections.
· The ACT test is curriculum-based, measuring what a student has learned in school; the SAT is more of an aptitude test measuring reasoning and verbal skills.
· The student decides which test scores get sent to colleges on the ACT; SAT will send all test results earned by the student.
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	Time Statistics and Constraints


The ACT test consists of 4 subtests: English, Mathematics, Reading and Science.  The scores on these tests are averaged to determine a composite score.  Each segment of the test is timed and the subtests are always given in a designated order.    The time allotted for each test is as follows:

· English:  75 questions in 45 minutes

· Mathematics: 60 questions in 60 minutes

· Reading: 40 questions in 35 minutes

· Science: 40 questions in 35 minutes

· Optional Writing: 30 minutes

The four required tests are all multiple choice.  Four answer choices are given on each test except for the mathematics test, which gives five choices.

When taking the test, you should allow approximately four hours.  This includes time for instructions and breaks.  The actual test time is 2 hours and 55 minutes.  If you take the writing test, this requires an additional 30 minutes.

The ACT test is given nationwide on five dates typically scheduled in October, December, February, April, and June.  You can find out the exact dates each year by visiting the ACT website at http://www.actstudent.org/regist/index.html.  Plan to register well in advance of the test date so that you do not miss the registration deadline.

Back to Index 
	Test Taking Tips


Although content knowledge is a key to succeeding on standardized tests, certain other skills will also help a student do well. Eating a good breakfast and getting plenty of sleep the night before the test are two strategies that will often help a student on any test.  Another strategy that is specific to the ACT is answering each question, as there is no penalty for guessing. West Virginia students had this advice to give following the May 2008 test: “Practice using your calculator,” “Practice solving math problems in one minute since there are 60 problems to complete in 60 minutes.” Many other strategies are available. Some strategies selected from the cited resources are listed here. Many more are included within each resource.

· Read each question carefully. 
· Answer the easy questions first.
(Preparing for the ACT, published by ACT, is available from guidance counselors. You may also get it online: http://www.act.org/aap/pdf/preparing.pdf. It includes practice tests, strategies, and expectations for the day of the test.)

· Use your calculator wisely. 

· Encourage your inner artist.

(SparkNotes provides strategies for approaching the math section of the ACT (http://www.sparknotes.com/testprep/books/act/chapter9.rhtml)
· Know the instructions for each subject test.

· Use your booklet for scratch paper.

(SparkNotes also provides general strategies for succeeding in the entire test (http://www.sparknotes.com/testprep/books/act/chapter2.rhtml)
· Budget your time.

(Eric Digest (http://www.schoolbehavior.com/Files/student_testtaking.pdf) provides general test taking skills that would also be appropriate for the ACT)
· Recent test takers in West Virginia gave the following tips:

· Eat  a good breakfast; get plenty of sleep
· Do not get nervous

· Do not spend too much time on one question and check your answers 

· Know your formulas and know how to use your calculator
Back to Index 
	Understanding Your ACT Results


There is much useful information on the ACT High School Report, the individualized test summary sheet provided to students as their score report.  A detailed sample report with an interpretive key is online at http://www.act.org/path/secondary/hsreport.html.  

Besides the actual test results, the report provides a summary of self-reported information such as

· Student Identifying Information    

· College Selection 

· Educational and Vocational Plans

· High School Course/Grade Information

· Interest Inventory Scores

The student ACT scores are combined with self-reported information on plans for post secondary education to give a comparison of student scores with those of others attending chosen schools, and a projection of success as measured by likely GPA.  

Subject area scores contribute to the composite score, but are often used separately by colleges for subject area placement and curriculum planning.  In fact, the ACT mathematics subject test is broken down into subcategories giving specific information about preparation in Pre-Algebra/Elementary Algebra, Intermediate Algebra/Coordinate Geometry, and Plane Geometry/Trigonometry.

Back to Index 
	Improving Your Score


The ACT provides a guide to help pinpoint the skills normally associated with a given score. These College Readiness Standards for Mathematics may be accessed on the Internet at http://act.org/standard/planact/math/index.html. The skills listed with each category under the various score ranges indicate what students are likely to know and be able to do. At the bottom of each score range, there is also a link that may be followed for specific suggestions to improve the ACT score.

For each score range, the skills are listed that were generally tested correctly. To improve a score, therefore, a student may look to the next score range and determine which skills have not yet been mastered. For example, a student earns a mathematics ACT score of 18. Under the Probability, Statistics and Data Analysis section of the chart, this student can probably find the average of a list of numbers. He may, however, have trouble finding a missing number from a list of numbers, given the average. That is, he is able to find the average of the numbers 12, 14, 17, 19 and 20. However, given test scores of 90, 100, 80 and 78, he would not be able to determine what additional test score would be needed to maintain an average of 85. 

Perhaps a more convenient method for choosing areas to study is to follow the link Ideas for Progress at the bottom of a score column. A limited number of skills for each category is given for the student to consider. For example, following the link under the 16 – 19 column, the same student considered above will find a list of specific skills to work on to improve the test score. In the Probability section, it is suggested that the student work on interpreting data and being able to work with measures of central tendency (mean, mode, median), as well as other skills. This list will give the student a more manageable list of skills to work on rather than interpreting the entire chart.

Students may want to work with their teachers to interpret the standards that should be worked on to improve the Mathematics ACT score. It is important to remember, however, that the chart lists skills that the student is likely to know and be able to do. Every student’s results are different and it may be that skills listed at a score level could still need work. 

Back to Index 
	College Readiness Scores


Students who go on to college or vocational school with weak math skills often have to remediate, i.e. take post-secondary courses that are a review of high school material and do not count towards the degree or certification program.  Another consequence is that some students change their career plans, limiting their options based on minimizing the mathematics the program requires. 
The Higher Education Policy Commission “2007 Report Card,” available online at http://wvhepcdoc.wvnet.edu/resources/ReportCard2007FinalDocument(3-10-08).pdf, makes the point that    

“ACT subject area scores allow students and administrators to determine levels of preparedness in regard to specific disciplines and abilities. These scores play an important role in the life of West Virginia’s students in that they are used to determine PROMISE scholarship eligibility as well as the need for remediation once a student begins postsecondary studies.”

Back to Index 
	Score Comparisons and Trends


ACT scores across all subjects in West Virginia have been relatively consistent for the last few years.  As the chart shows, ACT Mathematics scores have shown a modest upward trend.

ACT Mathematics Subject Scores
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Over the same period, national ACT mathematics scores were about 1.5 points higher.

The Higher Education Policy Commission 2007 Report Card says, 

“West Virginia test-takers compare quite favorably to national averages in all subject areas except math where students trail national scores by more than a full point. As the state continues to emphasize the importance of preparation within Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) fields, it is paramount that our students enter postsecondary training with a mastery of foundational knowledge that will be needed to successfully complete these highly technical curricula.”

As mentioned earlier, the PLAN test is administered in the 10th grade, but student performance on the PLAN test has a positive correlation to later performance on the ACT.  For this reason, the extensive diagnostic tools available with PLAN scores are useful to focus effort on areas for improvement on the ACT test. 

	Score Comparisons and Trends


PLAN Mathematics Subject Scores
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EXPLORE Mathematics Subject Scores 
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	Score Comparisons and Trends


Responses to ACT’s needs survey on EXPLORE, PLAN and the ACT indicate the following percentages of students needing help to improve their math skills. 

· 33% of 8th graders (based on PLAN scores)

· 37% of 10th graders (based on EXPLORE scores)

· 35% of 2007 high school graduates (based on ACT scores)

The charts below indicate how scores among these tests are correlated.  Notice that performance is not predestined:  not only is there a range of expected scores on the subsequent test associated with a given score on the prior test, but also the predicted scores are the most frequently occurring outcomes, with higher scores possible.  As Scrooge says to the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come in Dicken’s, A Christmas Carol, “Men's courses will foreshadow certain ends, to which, if persevered in, they must lead. But if the courses be departed from, the ends will change.”
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	Score Comparisons and Trends


With so much riding on good ACT scores, it helps to understand what a particular ACT score means in terms of the depth of mathematics understanding the score represents.   With mathematics it is not a matter of “you know it or you don’t.”  Instead, it is important to know mathematical facts, to understand how the facts are related to each other and to typical situations in which the mathematics is applied, and to use the mathematics to generate answers to specific problems.   Sometimes these multiple levels are abbreviated KUD, for Know, Understand, and Do.  

A very useful tool for interpreting ACT, PLAN, and EXPLORE scores is provided on the ACT website at http://www.act.org/standard/planact/math/.   It is a set of Mathematics Standards, a progression of levels associated with a particular topic to relate a given score to a level of proficiency.  The way the test scales are calibrated for ACT, PLAN, and EXPLORE, the same chart is appropriate for all three tests.   The topics range from Basic Operations and Applications through the general idea of a Function.  

Let us see how to use the chart to target improvement on a particular area of Mathematics.  For example, suppose we focus on the general area of Graphical Representations, which means interpreting numbers in terms of position.  A score range of 13-15 indicates ability to “Identify the location of a point with a positive coordinate on the number line.”  This is a one-dimensional representation, maybe grounded in numbers as they appear on a ruler.  To improve this aspect of your mathematics understanding, a score of 16-19 indicates a student can “Locate points on the number line and in the first quadrant.”  What is new here?  The extra insight is both extending the number line to negative numbers and also allowing pairs of positive numbers to indicate a point in the plane.  The next range of scores, 20-23, would be tested by questions that “Locate points in the coordinate plane,” so the new depth is in allowing positive or negative numbers in the ordered pairs locating a point in the full plane.  Mathematics textbooks are chosen county by county to conform to West Virginia’s Content Standards and Objectives, which lead students through levels of understanding corresponding to these escalating expectations.  A good start is to identify skills recommended to move you to the next score range. Look in the textbook for help with these topics.  If the mathematical terminology is unfamiliar, your teacher and guidance counselor are valuable resources to interpret the scores and find appropriate topics to focus on, and perhaps to suggest supplemental materials.    

These ideas as they are organized are not just algebra or geometry, but build on ideas developed and reinforced in a wide range of mathematics courses.   That means it is important to continue taking mathematics courses throughout high school, both to explore new connections and to make sure that previously acquired ability does not atrophy.

Back to Index 
	Promise Scholarship


West Virginia invested over $40 million to provide Promise scholarships to over 9,200 post secondary students in the 2007-2008 school year.  Details about the Promise Scholarship program at http://www.promisescholarships.org/promise/home.aspx include this about ACT scores as used to determine eligibility:

“A student must attain an ACT composite score of 22 with a minimum sub-score of 20 in each of the four subject areas (math, science, English and reading); or a combined SAT score of 1020 with at least a minimum sub-score of 490 in the critical reading section and 480 in the math section.”

Back to Index 
	West Virginia Clearinghouse


West Virginia Clearinghouse provides resources for all West Virginia students whether college bound or entering the workforce.  In addition to providing a website full of information and useful links, associates from the WV Clearinghouse visit schools and assist students in interpreting their EXPLORE and PLAN test scores.  At these sessions, students have the opportunity to visit the website http://wvclear.wvstateu.edu and investigate the resources that are available.  Representatives from the WV Clearinghouse discuss potential careers with students and then give them time to explore these jobs along with the associated education requirements.  

Back to Index 
	Message to Parents


Because the ACT is curriculum-based, encourage your child to maintain a challenging academic schedule during his/her high school years. The test will have English, mathematics, science, and reading sections. The ACT High School Profile Report (http://www.act.org/news/data/07/pdf/states/Westvirginia.pdf) for the West Virginia Class of 2007 indicates an average ACT Math score improvement by approximately 2 points for students completing a fourth math course above Algebra II, and more than 4 points for a fifth course. Students need to be frequently reminded of the importance of these courses to their future college selection and scholarship opportunities. 

Practice tests on the ACT site (http://www.actstudent.org/sampletest/index.html) are available to help your child become more familiar and comfortable with the material. Other test practice sites are available and listed under the student resources

Students may take the ACT more than once. Many students take the ACT once during their junior year and once during their senior year. ACT research shows that 55% of students retaking the test raised their composite score. (http://www.act.org/news/aapfacts.html)  For the Class of 2008, the December administration of the ACT test was the latest test accepted for the PROMISE Scholarship. The PROMISE rules are adjusted annually, however; check the state’s Promise site for current requirements.

Several times a year, ACT provides the opportunity to request the test and answers to the administered test. If students register and pay for this extra service, they will receive a copy of the test they took, their answers, the correct answer key and scoring instructions. This test would be an excellent starting point for discovering weak areas and reviewing before retaking the test. (http://www.actstudent.org/scores/release.html)
Students take the PLAN in tenth grade as a “pre-ACT” test. Students receive a very detailed score report with their test results. Students should be guided to make good use of this report as they prepare for their later ACT experiences.

Back to Index 
	Message to Teachers and Counselors


Students throughout WV are taking the ACT test, among other standardized tests, to determine their future plans. This test is curriculum-based; the more students learn in your classes, the better they will score. Besides the rigorous instruction you will provide, however, there are other steps that will help your students succeed.

The College Readiness Standards for Math are available from ACT and are aligned with probable math scores earned on the ACT test. Being aware of these standards and highlighting them within your curriculum may help your students to not only improve their ACT score, but also, to relate your course curriculum to their future endeavors.  (http://www.act.org/standard/planact/math/index.html)

Students take the PLAN in tenth grade as a “pre-ACT” test. Students receive a very detailed score report with their test results. Students should be reminded about these reports as they prepare for ACTs.

School summary reports are also available for school-wide results on PLAN and ACT tests. Schools may order a College Readiness Standards Information Services report package to better analyze their students’ test results. These packages will contain reports for each of the tested core areas plus a summary report, four content-specific guides to help teachers understand and better prepare students for each test, an administrator’s guide, customized reports based on various demographic information, and curricular review worksheets. This information may help schools self-assess their curriculum as it relates to ACT standards. (http://www.act.org/standard/infoserv.html)
Several times a year, ACT provides the opportunity to request the test and answers to the administered test. If students register and pay for this extra service, they will receive a copy of the test they took, their answers, the correct answer key and scoring instructions. Hopefully, students receiving this extra information will share with you, their teachers. This knowledge could not only help the individual student, but those other students who will be taking the test in the future. (http://www.actstudent.org/scores/release.html)

Back to Index 
	FAQ’s


Am I allowed to use a calculator?

Yes, but there are restrictions regarding which calculators are acceptable.  For information about calculator restrictions visit http://www.actstudent.org/faq/answers/calculator.html 

Should I guess?

There is no penalty for an incorrect answer.  For more information visit http://www.actstudent.org/faq/answers/actsat.html 

Will ACT mix and match test scores from different test dates to form my composite score?

No, the composite score is calculated by averaging the four subtests from a single test date.  For more information visit http://www.actstudent.org/regist/retake.html 

Is extended time permitted on the test?

Reasonable accommodations are provided for students with disabilities.  One such accommodation is extra time on the test.  For more information about special testing and the required documentation visit http://www.act.org/aap/disab/ 

Does it help to prepare for the test?

Yes, you should study and practice to improve your math ACT score.  There are many resources available to help you prepare.  Practice tests are available online from ACT at http://www.act.org/aap/pdf/preparing.pdf 

What mathematics content is covered on the ACT?

· PRE-ALGEBRA/ELEMENTARY ALGEBRA

· Pre-Algebra (23%)

· Elementary Algebra (17%).

· INTERMEDIATE ALGEBRA/COORDINATE GEOMETRY

· Intermediate Algebra (15%).

· Coordinate Geometry (15%).

· PLANE GEOMETRY/TRIGONOMETRY

· Plane Geometry (23%).

· Trigonometry (7%).

	FAQ’s


Is a formula sheet provided for the ACT?

No.  Knowledge of basic formulas is assumed, however you are not expected to know complex formulas.

How much does the ACT cost?

In 2007-2008 the basic fee was $30.  This included sending the scores to 4 colleges.  If the writing test was included, the fee was $44.50.

Should I take the ACT more than once?

Yes, a student is permitted to take the test once every national test date.  Research shows that 55% of the students who retake the test increase their composite score.

How do I sign up for the ACT?

You register online or pick up a registration packet from your guidance counselor.
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