Activity: Clustering Critical Topics at Each Grade Level by Content Area

1. Each participant is provided a list of the 21st Century Content Standards and Objectives for the designated content area and grade level. This list is printed on card stock in a larger point size font with spaces between objectives.
2. Ask the participants, working independently, to cut the objectives into strips.

3. Ask the participants to cluster, or group, the objectives at their assigned grade level according to common themes or concepts.

4. Participants are asked to look at the learning targets of each of the objectives they have clustered or grouped together. What essential understandings and skills do students need? Which objectives can be clustered or integrated with others?

5. The next step is for participants to create a power standard for each of the clusters of objectives. Remind the participants that a power standard is a statement that incorporates all those clustered objectives to reflect what a student should know, understand and be able to do relevant to that concept or understanding. Ask participants to list the relevant objectives under each of the power standards. Because many of our objectives are complex and have a greater depth of knowledge, teachers will sometimes be targeting only specified learning targets within an objective. If all of the learning targets within an objective will not be mastered within the identified power standard, the teacher should underline those learning targets that will be taught to mastery by the power standard.
6. At the point when each group has created one power standard and listed all of the relevant objectives under that power standard, ask the teacher participants to examine the learning skills and technology tools objectives for the appropriate programmatic level. They need to identify those processes and technologies that support the skills, concepts and understandings to be developed within the power standards. What learning skills and technology tools objectives support, enhance or reinforce the student learning outcomes relevant to this power standard? Include those learning skills and technology tools objectives within the cluster by adding them to the listing of relevant objectives for that power standard.

7. Participants will now share their work relevant to one power standard and justify their thinking in programmatic groups (size dependent upon the composition of the participant pool). The other group members will provide feedback (positives, challenges, suggested extensions for the power standard, another perspective, etc.) during the sharing process. This process is intended to deepen each person’s understanding of what is meant by standards-based instructional design. This is the foundational piece and it is a critically important piece when we are building instructional units that engage students in challenging work that is also relevant to their lives.
8. Teams will then proceed with their work and create a complete set of power standards that include all content objectives, and relevant learning skills and technology tools for their programmatic level.

9. If there are objectives that cannot be effectively integrated within the power standards, and must be taught in isolation, those objectives should be identified and a rationale presented.
