Nurturing Emergent Readers in Literature Circles
· When showing the books to the students, allow extra time for discussing the covers and making predictions.

· Use the whole group to model the Literature Circle process, and read the books aloud several times during the week.

· Allow children to reread the books at home or at other times during the day (center time) so they become familiar with the story.

· Select exciting books!  Lots of interesting pictures will help students understand the story.

· Solicit the aid of adult volunteers to read aloud to the students.  Use students from upper grade classes to read aloud and model Literature Circles for the children.

· Offer books on CD so that students can listen and follow along.

· In the discussion sessions, focus on main idea, plot, character actions, the author’s style, text connections (to self, other texts, and the world), and text structure.
· Offer books on different reading levels to allow for differences in reading ability.
