How to Set Up Literature Circles
1. Know your books!  The teacher must be familiar with each picture book or novel that is used in the Literature Circles.
2. Model the behavior.  Students must be shown what you expect them to do in the Literature Circle.  This is best addressed by doing a whole-class book first, with everyone (including the teacher) responding in Logs and sharing responses during discussion.  Students may sometimes be broken into small random groups to increase opportunities for discussion.
3. Advertise the chosen books.  The teacher gives a commercial for each book to be used in Literature Circles.  Books may follow a theme, be an author study, or be of a specific genre.
4. Students choose their books.  The key to Literature Circles is student choice.  Put student names in a hat and let them pick their choice as their name is called.  Have a sign up sheet with the number of slots being equal to the number of copies you have of a certain book.
5. Groups are made up of 3 to 5 students.  Less than 3 students limits the ideas brought forth in discussion.  More than 5 students limits the amount of speaking each child must do.
6. Students discuss, read and respond daily.  Students can keep track of their daily activities on their Literature Circle Contract.
7. The teacher monitors the discussions, but not daily.  It is important for the teacher to know the literature to make sure that students are getting the gist of the story.  The teacher may choose to evaluate the Literature Circle discussion of each group at some time during the cycle.
8. Students work independently to fulfill their contract.  The activities they select will reflect their interests.
9. There are many ways to evaluate.  Teachers may grade the activities, the response log, and/or the discussions.
10. A summary circle wraps it all up.  Students from all Literature Circle groups take part in a discussion of all the books read.  This allows for a wider comparison of the literature and fosters discussion of different authors, common elements in genres, or how one author’s style is present throughout his books.
