Helping Your Child Develop Vocabulary
·  Talk with and to your child often using regular adult language.


·  Read aloud to your child from a variety of texts.

·  Repeated reading of favorite stories will help your child develop his/her vocabulary.

·  Have fun with words.  Read or recite rhymes and have your child fill in the word you left out.

·  When you take your child out (even just running errands), introduce him/her to new vocabulary.

·  Encourage your child to use new words in their conversations with you.

·  As you read a story ask your child what they might think a new word means.

· When your child uses a new word, talk about what the word means, then play games or do things that help your child practice using those words.

The amount of experience a child has with words before he/she starts school correlates very strongly with the child’s ability to learn to read.  Once a child becomes a good reader, she/he can learn new words from text.  You are your child’s first teacher.  You can greatly assist your child in developing vocabulary.


