Activity 20
Title: Mind Map
Module:  Reading as a Tool for Thinking and Learning

Procedures for conducting the activity:

The Mind Map is a mental model that allows students to pictorially represent the thoughts and feelings of a literary character or a famous person.
For example, after reading a biography of Adolf Hitler, students can select several images that might represent what was going on in his mind. They can draw the images on the Mind Map, cut pictures from magazines, or use clip art from a software program. Some images they might choose for Hitler include a swastika, a map of Germany, tools of a housepainter, a map of Europe, a tank, and a book. .Students must be able to explain how each picture they chose represents something in the mind of that person (i.e., the book represents the book Hitler wrote while in prison after World War II). 
You can assess a student's understanding of a character by listening to how well they can explain the pictures they have chosen.
This activity can also be used by students to introduce themselves during the first days of school.
	
	


Facilitator’s Notes:
You will need a transparency of the Mind Map and a copy of the handout for each participant. You will also need to make a transparency of the Objects for the Mind Map. Cut the objects apart and use them on the overhead to demonstrate how the strategy works. 

Place the object on the overhead as you explain its meaning. The objects in the first three rows may be used to show what is in YOUR mind. For example, you might choose a suitcase because you like to travel, and an apple because you are a teacher. 

The cabin, dog, trophy, raccoon, and gravestone can be used to demonstrate how the strategy can be used with a literary character. They represent Billy Colman from Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls. Tell them that Billy lived in a cabin (Cabin) in the Ozark Mountains and more than anything else, he wanted dogs (dog). He needed them to hunt raccoons for their skins (raccoon), and he was so good at it that he won the big hunt (trophy). In the end the dogs died (tombstone) and Billy moved to the town, but never forgot his dogs. 

The last objects represent Adolf Hitler and his life. Tell the participants that Hitler was a housepainter by trade (paint) and fought in World War I, where he was injured. He spent time in the hospital where he wrote his book, Mein Kampf (hand writing). After World War I the German money (deutschmark) was worthless and Germany was struggling. Hitler and his Nazi party (swastika) took over. He promised to conquer the non-Aryan nations (map of Europe) and marched into Poland (tank) on September 1, 1939. There was an attempt on his life in a beer hall (stein) and Germany was eventually defeated. Hitler killed himself and Germany was divided (German map). You can also make up your own examples to use. 
Source or Copyright Information:
The handout and transparency used in this activity were designed by members of the West Virginia Middle Level Education Cadre.
Materials:

	Mind Map handout
Mind Map Transparency


HYPERLINK "http://reinvent.k12.wv.us/lt/ipml/ltactivity.nsf/0104b78d9e94ef11412567f3003c379f/7cda6c20f7ec505b85256d6f001a6717/$FILE/Objects%20for%20Mind%20Map.doc"Objects for the Mind Map transparency
Overhead Projector
	


