Handout # 3

Teacher Interview Activity

1. Hand out teacher scenarios to 5 participant volunteers.

2. Have volunteers stand in front of group and introduce themselves by explaining what grade they teach and how long they have taught, according to their scenario.

3. Ask teachers questions listed below, having each teacher respond to each question. 

4. Have “audience” record responses as they are given.  (optional)
Sample teacher interview questions:

· How often do you use manipulatives, and do you use them to introduce concepts or practice skills?
· In your opinion which comes first, understanding or skills?

· Does the principal coach you on effective instructional practices that help you teach mathematics?

· What do you do to challenge students who excel in mathematics?

· Do you have an adequate number of resources to teach mathematics, and what do you feel you could use to improve your instruction?

· Do you think that you have had enough training in technology to be able to use it adequately in your classes?
· How do you communicate student successes or problems to parents?

5. Distribute the following scenarios to volunteers ahead of time for them to 

“get into character.”
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Use the following scenarios, or make some of your own.  Inform volunteers that all questions asked should be answered in the same vein as the scenario describes.    
Scenarios:

	You are a 2nd grade teacher who has taught for 5 years.  You feel strongly that students need basic skills.  You have manipulatives, but don’t know what to do with them.  You give students who excel the extension worksheet and use the computer lab for more skills practice.  You get $300 each year.  That is plenty.  Your principal has not discussed effective instructional practices with you. 
	You have taught 1st grade for 25 years.  You use worksheets exclusively.  Advanced students get front and back worksheets. To differentiate instruction you use worksheets of different colors.  You get $300 which you use mainly for purchasing reams of paper.  If you need more, you ask parents to donate reams of paper.  You use technology to create more worksheets!
	You are a 4th grade teacher who has taught for 12 years, only one year in your current school.  You use manipulatives daily and students may use them whenever necessary.  Understanding is important in your classroom.  You challenge students who excel with project-based extensions.  You get $300 which is never enough.  Parents are supportive and you apply for grants.

	You are an 8th grade teacher who has 3 years experience.  You have attended 21st century leadership trainings and are very technologically knowledgeable.  You use appropriate manipulatives, project- based learning, and incorporate computers and calculators frequently.  Your principal knows you know more than he does about math and teaching in general.   Most of the teachers in your building are intimidated by you!
	You are a high school algebra teacher who has taught the same way for the past 30 years.  You do not use manipulatives, you stress basic skills, and your use of technology is limited to the overhead projector.  Challenging students is expecting them to read from the overhead!  You get $300 which is used for workbooks and bulbs for the overhead.  Your principal’s knowledge of math is limited to the budget.
	

	
	
	


