Activity 9
Title: Double Entry Journal or Two Column Notes
Module:  Reading as a Tool for Thinking and Learning

Procedures for conducting the activity:

The Double Entry Journal or Two Column Notes strategies are useful when students are reading texts where they may have questions or comments about what they are reading. 

Here are the steps in conducting this Activity with students:
1. Using a blank overhead transparency, demonstrate how the student should set up his/her notebook paper with two columns. The first column should be about one-third of the paper and the second two-thirds. Note: students do not write on the back of the paper.

2. The columns are to remain separate so that the pages may be folded over later for self-checking.

3. Students will use this notebook set up to take notes while reading the text or any piece of reading material. The purpose is to actively involve the students with the print. 

4. All entries should be dated with page numbers or identifying words as to what they are reading.

5. Example: As the students are reading the textbook, they would write each vocabulary word from the text in the left column and write the definition FROM THE TEXT in the right column. Then the students may use their notebooks to self-check by folding the page to cover the definitions, look at the word, say the aloud, then unfold the paper to check if they are right. They could also write the definition on the blank side of the paper and then unfold and check.

6. Another example: In the left column write the headings of sections of the text and in the right column, jot down one main idea from each section. Then, students may pair up and share their ideas and write them in the second column.

7. The uses of Two Column Notes are only limited to the creativity of the teacher.

Think of your subject area, and decide how you might use this strategy with the students.

Choose an article from a professional journal and read it using this strategy. In the left column copy words or sentences from the text. In the right column, write your thoughts, questions or connections. A good article to read is "Seven Literacy Strategies That Work" from Educational Leadership, November, 2002.
	
	


Facilitator’s Notes:
For this Activity you can use the transparency called Double Entry Journal or demonstrate Two Column Notes on a blank transparency. The process is as follows:
1. Using a blank overhead transparency, demonstrate how the student should set up his/her notebook paper with two columns. The first column should be about one-third of the paper and the second two-thirds. Note: students do not write on the back of the paper.

2. The columns are to remain separate so that the pages may be folded over later for self-checking.

3. Students will use this notebook set up to take notes while reading the text or any piece of reading material. The purpose is to actively involve the students with the print.

4. All entries should be dated with page numbers or identifying words as to what they are reading.

5. Example: As the students are reading the textbook, they would write each vocabulary word from the text in the left column and write the definition FROM THE TEXT in the right column. Then the students may use their notebooks to self-check by folding the page to cover the definitions, look at the word, say the aloud, then unfold the paper to check if they are right. They could also write the definition on the blank side of the paper and then unfold and check.

6. Another example: In the left column write the headings of sections of the text and in the right column, jot down one main idea from each section. Then, students may pair up and share their ideas and write them in the second column.

7. The uses of two-column notes are only limited to the creativity of the teacher.

8. Ask the participants to take about 10 minutes, think of their subject area, and decide how they might use this strategy with the students. 

9. After 10 minutes, share ideas with a partner and then with the whole group.

For math and science, formulas may be written in the left column and then students write the step-by-step procedure for each formula, in the right column. Then this may be used as a study guide.

Have the participants read the article called "Seven Literacy Strategies That Work" from Educational Leadership, November, 2002. They will take notes in the Two Column Notes format. After they have finished reading, discuss the comments they have written about the article.
Source or Copyright Information:
Educational Leadership, November 2002
Cornell Two Column Notes 

Materials:

	Double Entry Journal handout
Paper for the Two Column Notes
Overhead Projector
Double Entry Journal transparency


