English Language Arts Lesson Design Template
Unit Title: The Great Depression


Lesson Title:  Interviews with Survivors of the Great Depression
Essential Question:  How did America survive the Great Depression?
Sponge Activity: As class begins, the students will respond (in a journal format) to Depression era photos projected on the Promethean board.  They will be asked to discuss what emotions they feel when they see the pictures.
Activating Prior Knowledge:  Students will meet in their groups to review questions prepared for survivors of the Depression era.  As a team, the groups will have previously determined what they want to focus on in their presentations.  After library research on the Great Depression, students will have the knowledge required to generate their questions.
Vocabulary Development:  Students will use their sheets of terms and names related to the Depression era for reference during their interviews and when writing in their journals.  Examples:  Bonus Army, Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), Farm Relief Act, Eleanor Roosevelt, Cesar Chavez, etc. 
Skill Lesson through direct instruction and modeling:  Mrs. Spinks will introduce the guest(s) to the class and ask a few questions about the guest’s background in order to set the tone for the interviews.
Active Literacy: Students will conduct interviews with survivors of the Depression era.  The will use questions generated in groups.  These questions will be based on research students have conducted related to the time period.  As a team, the groups will have previously determined what they want to focus on in their presentations.  Students will use the digital cameras and video camera to document the guest’s responses.  Sample questions will include:

· How was your hometown affected by the Depression?

· Could you tell us how your family survived the Depression?

· What did you do for entertainment during the Depression?

· How does the Depression continue to affect your present life?

· If a similar financial crisis happened today, how do you think individuals and society would react?

· How do you think the Depression affected your personality?

· What are some of the ways your family saved money?

Post Literacy:  Each group will meet to decide what information is still needed to complete their multi-media presentation on the Great Depression.  They will discuss interviews they have conducted outside the classroom and interviews they have done as a class.  Using the rubric, determination will be made as to what information they still need for their presentation.
Reflection:  Each group will complete a survey listing tasks they need to complete and questions they might have for Mrs. Spinks.  The survey should determine “What does your group need to do in order to prepare the final presentation?”

Materials Needed:  Pictures from the Depression era


          Multi-media presentation rubric



          Research Notes



          Interview questions prepared by groups



          Computers



          Digital cameras



          Document camera

Duration:  Interviews will be conducted in 45/90 minute class periods or blocks.  The actual preparation time will involve a week of research on the Great Depression (using a topic offered by Mrs.  Spinks), group preparation for interviews and the preparation of the multi-media presentation after the interviews have been completed.  The final group multi-media presentations will take several class days.  Each group will be limited to no more than five minutes for their presentations.  Students will have already completed a research paper using the information they obtained during their week of library/computer research.
Finally, each group will be asked to post their multi-media presentation on their Think.com sites, which are open to other schools.  As a culmination of the unit, students will read The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck.
Connections to Other Disciplines:

· Research skills related to technology

· Cross-curriculum for historical research

· Speaking, interviewing and presentation skills

· Technology skills in preparing the multi-media product

· Global awareness through Think.com connection
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