                                                           Mathematics Lesson
Unit Title: EVERYDAY USES OF MONEY
Lesson Title: “Shopping Smart”
Creator:  Brenda McBrayer teaches INVESTIGATIONS, emphasizing the 21st century skills of problem solving, collaborative interactions, expressive and written communication, critical thinking, self-direction, media and financial literacy.
Grade Level:  Fourth Grade

Essential Question: What strategy or strategies does the student use to solve problems?
Launch/Introduction (suggested time 15-25 minutes)


Activating Prior Knowledge  
1. What are the facts?
2. Which direction are the facts moving in?

3. Which strategies could you use?


Specialized Vocabulary Development

1. Estimation
2. Number sentence

3. Strategy

Investigate/Explore (suggested time varies from 30-40 minutes)

1. Give students a list of five art supplies.  Three of them have prices.  Two do not.  There is a total.
2. Estimate how much Annie spent on the first three items.  Write about how you got this estimate…..rounding, number line?

3. Figure what the prices of the three known items would be.  What could the two other items cost?  Why did you choose those numbers?

4. Pay for the items with $10.00 bill.  How much change did she get back?  Write a number sentence.  Write how you solved the problem. 

Summarize/Debrief the Lesson (suggested time varies from 30-40 minutes)

Reflections

1. What did you learn?
2. What process did you use?

3. How did the process you used differ from that of your classmates’?

4. What would you do differently in a similar problem?

Materials:

1. Student work stations/ computers
2. Intelliboard

Duration: 60 minutes for the entire lesson.
File Attachments: Student Sheet 11
Date Created: The lesson was first taught April 4, 2008.
Date Modified: The lesson was modified and retaught on April 11, 2008
Discussion:  How could this kind of problem help you in the future?  How do these strategies apply to everyday money?
