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Unit Plan Template     
Click on any descriptive text, then type your own. 
	Unit Author

	First and Last Name 
	Mary Humphreys

	School District
	Greenbrier 

	School Name
	Greenbrier East High School

	School City, State
	Lewisburg, WV 24901

	Unit Overview

	Unit Title

	Coming to America

	Unit Summary

	The purpose of this unit is for students to discover those who became Americans and to appreciate the diversity of America.  Students are introduced to the topic of immigration by reading online personal accounts from individuals who record their experiences.  Following this, they will pretend to be an immigrant and write a letter to a friend back in their home country. Then, students will interview parents, grandparents, neighbors to investigate their country of origin.  Students will communicate their findings to the class and use video snippets to enhance their story. The unit will allow students to use 21st century skills such as research, peer review, communication with others, and writing.  In the process students will learn about immigration and change over time. At the end of the unit, students take a written exam that requires them to synthesize the information from their study.  

	Subject Area

	United States History AP

	Grade Level  

	11th

	Approximate Time Needed 

	2 weeks

	Unit Foundation

	Targeted Content Standards and Benchmarks 

	SS.O.10.4.2 analyze the role of mental maps in the movement of people across the United States. 

SS.O.10.4.6 evaluate the impact of health and cultural considerations on the quality of life over different historical time periods. (e.g., Jamestown, Plymouth, Gold Rush, Smallpox, urbanization, epidemics). 

SS.O.10.4.9 analyze the impact of the environment, including the location of natural resources, on immigration and settlement patterns. 

SS.O.10.4.10 compare and contrast the socioeconomic changes that occur in regions that experience population change

	Student Objectives/Learning Outcomes

	The student will know:

the major causes of European migration to the New World

the difference between immigration and emigration, forced and voluntary immigration
The student will do:
             describe and analyze the attraction of the New World to Europeans (religious, social, political and economic)

             examine patterns of immigration both voluntary and forced

             analyze primary documents



	Curriculum-Framing Questions

	
	Essential Question 
	What factors cause people to leave the known for the unknown?

How do immigrants meet the challenges of coming to a new country?


	
	Unit Questions
	What are the political, economic, religious and social factors that led to the settlement of America?  

What are the patterns of settlement which led to conflict between ethnic, religious, and native populations?  

	
	Content Questions
	What is an immigrant? 
What are push/pull factors?

What were the patterns of settlement of immigrants and how did this cause conflict in America?



	Assessment Plan

	Assessment Timeline

	Before project work begins

Students work on projects and complete tasks
After project work is completed
1.Informal classroom questions/discussion using a 
K-W-L chart

2. journal writing “What is an American?”

2.Watch section of Tom Cruise and Nicole Kidman film Far and Away
3. Discussion of film segment.
1.Read primary source immigrant  stories
2.Interview family members/neighbors about their immigrant experience
3.Relate family stories to class along with pictures

4.Map work using Google Earth
5.Go to www. think.com and complete a reflection to the questions posted by the teacher on the site.
6. Write a letter to a friend in your “home land” pretending to be a recent immigrant to America
1.Give an oral presentation dressed as an immigrant
2.Videotape an interview of an individual who is a first generation  immigrant
3.Create a Photo Story
4.Write a reflection on the project.
4. Map the path 

of a immigrant to

American and use 

Google Earth in 

the presentation 



	Assessment Summary

	During the informal classroom discussion the teacher will access depth of knowledge of the topic of America’s immigration.  The K-W-L chart will also be an opportunity for informal teacher assessment.  Peer review will be used to assess each other’s letters, teacher and student developed rubrics will be used for the assessment of the oral presentation and videotape. Map work will be assessed using a check list and the end of unit test will be formative assessment.  

[image: image1.emf]Presentation Rubric

                   
[image: image2.emf]Video Rubric



	Unit Details

	Prerequisite Skills

	Understanding of Change over time and technology skills

	Instructional Procedures

	Instruction will begin with an informal classroom discussion about immigrants and immigration to America. Students will write in their journal, “What is an American?”  Using pair/share they will watch a segment of Far and Away and discuss with each other their impressions. Students will perform online research and read experiences of immigrants who entered the United States between 1700-2000.  After a discussion of their findings such as their home country, why they came to America, what were their expectations, and how did they feel about America, students will write a letter to a family member to describe these findings. Then students will peer review the letters looking for appropriate content, mechanics, readability, organization, and strong development.  Students will type their letters using Microsoft word and submit them to the teacher via e-mail. As homework students will be interviewing family members, neighbors, community members, etc about their knowledge of their families’ travel to America, looking for the immigrant experience. Map work tracing immigrant travels to the United States over time will be done in class in groups.  Each group will display their map to the class using a document camera and project Google Earth on a white board to show real time places.  The culminating project will be a choice of four activities: an oral presentation using pictures and Google Earth, dress up as an immigrant and present a story of an immigrant, videotape and interview with a recent immigrant, or create a photostory.   .   

 

	Accommodations for Differentiated Instruction

	
	Special Needs Students

	The following accommodations will be made for SES students:
Use of Kurzweil for those who need assistance with reading.  SAS writing reviser could be used for those who need support with writing skills.  Students may use a tape recorder if necessary in their face-to-face interviews.  The map work will be done in mixed groups which will accommodate those who need additional help.  The scaffolding of the unit should assist the students in their culminating project.  According to the IEP of the SES students taking the unit test could have a shortened version, read to, or longer time.  

	
	Nonnative Speakers 


	Use program which translates into their native materials.  Tutoring by language teachers in our school and community.  Use of Kurzweil language transfer. 

	
	Gifted/Talented Students
	Allowing students to go above and beyond.  For example, use podcasting for their interviews, create a movie of the immigrant experience using Movie Maker, investigate a famous immigrant and write biography and place it on think.com. 

	Materials and Resources Required For Unit

	Technology – Hardware (Click boxes of all equipment needed)             


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computer(s) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Digital Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DVD Player

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Connection 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Laser Disk

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Printer 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Projection System 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Scanner 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Television 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 VCR 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Conferencing Equip.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other      

	Technology – Software (Click boxes of all software needed.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Database/Spreadsheet 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Desktop Publishing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 E-mail Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Encyclopedia on CD-ROM 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Image Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Web Browser 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Multimedia 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Web Page Development 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Word Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other Google Earth 


	Printed Materials
	textbooks

	Supplies
	Computer access, document camera, Flipit or any video device, Movie Maker software, Photo Story 3 software

	Internet Resources
	http://www.ellisisland.org; http://www.history.com/minisites/ellisisland/
http://www.angelisland.org/immigr02.html
http://www.gilderlehrman.org/
www.think.com
http://library.thinkquest.org/20619/Eivirt.html
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/index.htm
http://www.immigrantjourneys.com/stories.html
www.googleearth.com


	Other Resources
	Parents, grandparents, neighbors 
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		Time-Limit 

		Presentation is 5-7  minutes long. 

		Presention is over or under by 5  minutes or less. 

		Presentation is 3 - 5 minutes over or under time. 

		Presentation is more than 5 minutes over or under time. 



		Speaks Clearly 

		Speaks clearly and distinctly all (100-95%) the time, and mispronounces no words. 

		Speaks clearly and distinctly all (100-95%) the time, but mispronounces one word. 

		Speaks clearly and distinctly most ( 94-85%) of the time. Mispronounces no more than one word. 

		Often mumbles or can not be understood OR mispronounces more than one word. 



		Props 

		Student uses several props (should include costume) that show considerable work/creativity and which make the presentation better. 

		Student uses 1 prop that shows considerable work/creativity and which make the presentation better. 

		Student uses 1 prop which makes the presentation better. 

		The student uses no props OR the props chosen detract from the presentation. 



		Vocabulary 

		Uses vocabulary appropriate for the audience. Extends audience vocabulary by defining words that might be new to most of the audience. 

		Uses vocabulary appropriate for the audience. Includes 1-2 words that might be new to most of the audience, but does not define them. 

		Uses vocabulary appropriate for the audience. Does not include any vocabulary that might be new to the audience. 

		Uses several (5 or more) words or phrases that are not understood by the audience. 



		Volume 

		Volume is loud enough to be heard by all audience members throughout the presentation. 

		Volume is loud enough to be heard by all audience members at least 90% of the time. 

		Volume is loud enough to be heard by all audience members at least 80% of the time. 

		Volume often too soft to be heard by all audience members. 



		Posture and Eye Contact 

		Stands up straight, looks relaxed and confident. Establishes eye contact with everyone in the room during the presentation. 

		Stands up straight and establishes eye contact with everyone in the room during the presentation. 

		Sometimes stands up straight and establishes eye contact. 

		Slouches and/or does not look at people during the presentation. 



		Stays on Topic 

		Stays on topic all (100%) of the time. 

		Stays on topic most (99-90%) of the time. 

		Stays on topic some (89%-75%) of the time. 

		It was hard to tell what the topic was. 
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		CATEGORY 

		4 

		3 

		2 

		1 



		Presentation 

		Well-rehearsed with smooth delivery that holds audience attention. 

		Rehearsed with fairly smooth delivery that holds audience attention most of the time. 

		Delivery not smooth, but able to maintain interest of the audience most of the time. 

		Delivery not smooth and audience attention often lost. 



		Sources 

		Source information collected for all graphics, facts and quotes. All documented in desired format. 

		Source information collected for all graphics, facts and quotes. Most documented in desired format. 

		Source information collected for graphics, facts and quotes, but not documented in desired format. 

		Very little or no source information was collected. 



		Attractiveness 

		Makes excellent use of font, color, graphics, effects, etc. to enhance the presentation. 

		Makes good use of font, color, graphics, effects, etc. to enhance to presentation. 

		Makes use of font, color, graphics, effects, etc. but occasionally these detract from the presentation content. 

		Use of font, color, graphics, effects etc. but these often distract from the presentation content. 



		Requirements 

		All requirements are met and exceeded. 

		All requirements are met. 

		One requirement was not completely met. 

		More than one requirement was not completely met. 



		Mechanics 

		No misspellings or grammatical errors. 

		Three or fewer misspellings and/or mechanical errors. 

		Four misspellings and/or grammatical errors. 

		More than 4 errors in spelling or grammar. 



		Content 

		Covers topic in-depth with details and examples. Subject knowledge is excellent. 

		Includes essential knowledge about the topic. Subject knowledge appears to be good. 

		Includes essential information about the topic but there are 1-2 factual errors. 

		Content is minimal OR there are several factual errors. 



		Originality 

		Product shows a large amount of original thought. Ideas are creative and inventive. 

		Product shows some original thought. Work shows new ideas and insights. 

		Uses other people's ideas (giving them credit), but there is little evidence of original thinking. 

		Uses other people's ideas, but does not give them credit. 



		Organization 

		Content is well organized using headings or bulleted lists to group related material. 

		Uses headings or bulleted lists to organize, but the overall organization of topics appears flawed. 

		Content is logically organized for the most part. 

		There was no clear or logical organizational structure, just lots of facts. 






