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Keynote Speaker: Bradley T. Erford, PhD 

 

Loyola University, Maryland professor Bradley T. Erford, PhD, is the 

new president of the American Counseling Association (ACA).  His term 

runs July 1, 2012- June 30, 2013. 

 

Dr. Erford earned his doctorate in counselor education from the 

University of Virginia and is now a professor in the school counseling 

program of the Education Specialties Department in the Loyola 

University Maryland School of Education. Dr. Erford has worked at 

Loyola since 1993. 

  

Dr. Erford previously served as president of the Association for 

Assessment in Counseling and Education (AACE), chair of the ACA 

Southern Region, and president of the Maryland branch of ACA. He was 

appointed as an ACA Fellow in 2006, and has received  

several ACA awards including the Research Award, Extended Research Award, Arthur Hitchcock 

Distinguished Professional Service Award, Professional Development Award, and Carl D. Perkins 

Government Relations Award. 

  

Dr. Erford is a delegate to the 20/20: A Vision for the Future of Counseling initiative co-sponsored by 

ACA. A frequent presenter, Erford also has written or edited 23 counseling books. 

 

We are delighted to have Dr. Erford with us as we gather in West Virginia to share his knowledge, 

experience, and expertise! 

 

 

 

Conference Schedule 
 

Day 1 – Thursday, November 1, 2012 
 

11:30 – 12:45 Registration 

 

12:45 – 1:00 Opening Session 

 

1:00 – 2:30 Session A.1   New Wisdom on Human Suffering 

Ernie L. Vecchio, MA, WV Licensed Psychologist  

Counselors in professional practice are introduced to a new integrative model for 

cognitive, behavioral, psychodynamic, humanistic, and transpersonal orientations 

allowing practitioners to ‘meet the client where they are’ when navigating the inner 

workings of the human experience. An overview of GCT is provided with emphasis on 

the relationship between nonlocal intelligence, temporal spiritual awareness, ego 

development, and the heart as compass.        

 

 

 



Page 3 of 9 

 

 

 

 

Session A.2   The Kanawha County Victim Services Center: A co-located service  

  delivery model 

 

Felicia Bush, MA  

 

The Kanawha County Victim Services Center exists to provide culturally responsive, 

victim centered advocacy that increases safety, promotes healing and fosters 

empowerment for victims and children in our community. The aim of this co-located 

service delivery model is to support victim’s rights and to help victims of violence 

rebuild their lives via access to co-located government and community-based services.  

            

2:30 – 3:00 Break 

 

3:00 – 4:30 Session A.3    “Finding The Silver Lining:  Assessing Strengths and Resilience as a  

   Means for Adaptation to Trauma  

 

Lori Ellison, PhD, LPC & Susan DeQuasie, RN. 

 

Strengths are often overlooked as a useful tool for those who face serious life events.  

Helping them to rethink that perspective is a valuable tool that illuminates their 

understanding of their own resilience (DeShazer, 1988).  Research in the strengths-based 

perspective turns the attention of the client and practitioner to those resources and 

abilities they already possess that can see them through the trauma (Pomery & Garcia, 

2009).  This workshop will give practitioners tools to shift the focus of therapy from 

pathology to strengths identification and activation. 

 

 

Session A.4   Modern Prometheans: Understanding the Titans of Tech and their 

Impact on Culture, Counseling and Spirituality. 

 

W. Andrew Counts, LPC, ALPS 

 

This seminar explores the lives and impact of three pairs of 'Modern Prometheans: Steve 

Jobs and Steve Wozniak, Paul Allen and Bill Gates, and Mark Zuckerburg and Sean 

Parker. Part One explores the personalities and family backgrounds of each, noting how 

these traits both helped and hindered the pair in their quest to 'steal fire from the gods'. 

Part Two traces the personal, spiritual and business philosophies of Jobs, Allen and 

Zuckerburg, emphasizing the impact these figures have had on our culture, our profession 

and our spirituality. Group discussion and participation will be actively encouraged.   

  

4:30 – 6:00 Dinner (on your own) 

 

6:00 – 8:00 Session A.5   Familiar and Foreign; The Nitty-Gritty about Hetero Sexuality  

 

Darlene Daneker, PhD, LPC 

 

Sexuality is an integral part of being human; unfortunately, it is not something opening 

discussed. This lack of communication can lead to incorrect assumptions, inaccurate 

information, and lack of competence in counseling. This presentation will discuss all 

aspects of sexuality with a focus on heterosexual sexuality. Discussion and application of 

appropriate interventions, with multicultural sensitivity, will be included and practiced.  
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Session A.6   Working with Military Veterans and their Families: Increasing 

Competency and Comfort 

 

Mary E. Schaffer, Ph.D., LPC,  ALPS 

 

Since 09/11/01, the United States military has seen over 1.7 million military personnel 

deploy worldwide.  About half of these are Reserve Component Veterans who return to 

civilian communities, not military installations, following deployment, increasing the 

probability that civilian providers will encounter these Veterans and their families as 

clients. This presentation will focus on how combat stress impacts veterans and their 

families, understanding how skills that are adaptive in a war zone become maladaptive at 

home and understanding evidence based treatments for this population. Treatment 

guidelines from the Department of Defense will be provided and incorporated in this 

presentation. Tools to increase support provided in your practice location will also be 

distributed. 

 

Session A.7   How to Plan & Implement CEU Workshops for Counselors  

 

Ted Williams, MA, MS, LPC & Kitty Palauski, MA, LPC 

  

For some counselors, CEU workshops can be few & far between, especially when it’s 

license renewal time.  WVCA would like to show you through this workshop that you 

can put on some interesting workshops for the Counselors in your area!  What are some 

of the How To’s?  What are some of the requirements?  What are some tips and 

techniques to make it a success?  Come prepared to share your ideas and/or to ask 

questions.   

 

 

Day 2 – Friday, November 2, 2012 
 

7:45 – 8:45 Registration 

 

8:45 – 9:00 Opening Session 

 

9:00 – 10:30 Session B.1  Keynote:  Professional Issues at the Forefront of Counseling 

 

Brad Erford, PhD, LPC 

President of the American Counseling Association 

 

10:30 – 11:00 Break 

 

11:00 – 12:30 Sessions B.2  WVBEC Panel:   Clinical Supervision of Counselors and Counselors- 

in-Training (3 – hour session, Continued with B.5 below) 

 

Roxanne Clay, Lori Ellison, Chris Schimmel, Jean Ann Johnson.   

 

Note:  This 3-hour workshop will conclude after the luncheon. Workshop is required 

for all who hold ALPS credentials if not previously attended. Session B.5, below, is the 

second half of this session.  
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Session B.3   Career Transition Group for Older Adults. 

 

Jonathan Lent, PhD, LPC (OH) 

 

This presentation focuses on assisting counselors and counselor educators to work more 

effectively with older adults nearing retirement. Research has shown one viable approach 

to assisting adults during this period in their lives is group counseling (Goodman, 

Schlossbert, & Anderson, 2006). A psychoeducational group can provide education and 

support to assist participants’ exploration of key concerns surrounding retirement. 

Considering the numerous changes inherent in this transition, a holistic framework will 

serve as an overall guide for the group. Attendees will receive information related to 

implementing a group for adults nearing retirement. 

 

Session B.4   Use of Paper Dolls as a Therapeutic Strategy 

 

Betsy Woodward O’Neal, MS, NCC, LPC 

 

Clients of all ages, but especially adolescents, often have difficulties processing their 

fears and confusion regarding their self-concept and relationships with others.  Use of 

paper dolls has been found to function as a metaphor in facilitating intrapsychic healing 

with victims of sexual abuse, neglect, abandonment. Paper dolls call also be useful in 

clarifying long-standing relationship issues and in increasing self-awareness. 

 

 

12:30 – 1:45 WVCA Business Meeting and Lunch Buffet  

 

1:45 – 3:15 Sessions B.5  WVBEC Panel: Clinical Supervision of Counselors and  

Counselors-in-Training (3 – hour session, continued from B.2 above) 

 

Roxanne Clay, Lori Ellison, Chris Schimmel, Jean Ann Johnson 

 

 Continuation of Session B.2.  

 

Session B.6  Assessment for Counselors, Part 1 (3-hour session continued  

  with B.8 below) 

 

Brad Erford, PhD, LPC, President of ACA 

 

Free Access Assessment Instruments for Depression, Anxiety, Eating Disorders, 

Disruptive Behavior, and Substance Use This workshop focuses on the knowledge and 

skills counselors need for assessment and evaluation in mental health, substance abuse, 

school, and multicultural counseling. Free use instruments used for assessment of 

depression, anxiety, eating disorders, disruptive behavior, and substance abuse will be 

reviewed. Participants will learn basic administration and scoring procedures that will 

allow immediate use with clients in diverse practice settings.  
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Session B .7   The Places They Can Go:  Helping Students Find the Right  

   Career Path 

 

 Michelle Barbour, MA  

 

This session will provide information and examples on activities, career assessments, and 

learning tools that can assist school counselors and other professional counselors while 

working with students to prepare them for career options that suit their personality and 

interests. This session will provide examples and tips on the importance of career plans 

that suit an individual’s personality and interests. The session will involve hands on 

activities to facilitate and give those attending tips and ideas on how to foster early career 

development in students.  

 

3:15 – 3:45 Break 

 

3:45 – 5:15 Session B.8  Assessment for Counselors, Part 2 (3 – hour session continued  

  from B.6 above ) 

 

Brad Erford, PhD, LPC, President of ACA 

 

Free Access Assessment Instruments for Depression, Anxiety, Eating Disorders, 

Disruptive Behavior, and Substance Use This workshop focuses on the knowledge and 

skills counselors need for assessment and evaluation in mental health, substance abuse, 

school, and multicultural counseling. Free use instruments used for assessment of 

depression, anxiety, eating disorders, disruptive behavior, and substance abuse will be 

reviewed. Participants will learn basic administration and scoring procedures that will 

allow immediate use with clients in diverse practice settings. 

 

Session B.9   Crisis Counseling and how it differs from classic counseling 

 

Ed Jacobs, PhD & Christine Schimmel, EdD, LPC 

 

This workshop will cover important skills and techniques for dealing with crisis. 

Techniques will be presented that deal with when and how to think for the client, how to 

deal with phone crisis and school crisis, and how to deal with large crisis situations like a 

flood or major storm damage. Many demonstrations will be given followed by 

discussion. Participants will be given a chance to present crisis situations they have faced. 

 

Session B. 10   A Family Therapy Approach for Children and Adolescents 

with Catastrophic Illness 

 

Larry McNeely, MA, LPC 

 

Overview of childhood catastrophic illness, cultural variations, medical procedures with 

resulting physical and psychological problems.  The presentation of family therapy 

specific to the above concerns with interventions that are age based as well as strategic. 

 

5:15 – 6:30 President’s Reception 
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6:30 – 8:00 Session B.11  Fear Not! You may know more than you think about working with  

those impacted by substance misuse 

 

Susie Mullens, LPC, ALPS, AADC+CS, Licensed Psychologist  

 

We will discuss the similarities and differences related to providing therapeutic services 

to those with substance use disorders (SUDs) and how you can increase your competency 

in the area of treating this population.  It’s not as scary as you think!! 

 

Session B.12   What’s in Your Toolbox?  Equipping Today’s Counselors 

 

  Kristina Wiley, MA, LPC 

 

Presents an innovative way of building resources for sharing with clients to improve their 

mental health.  This presentation is designed to help the counselor assist clients in 

building skills and improving their well-being.  Attend this session and leave with a 

starter toolbox to build upon. 

 

Day 3 – Saturday, November 3, 2012 
 

8:15 – 8:45 Registration 

 

8:45 – 9:00 Opening Session 

 

9:00 – 10:30 Session C.1   Ethics Made Interesting for the New Era of Practice  - Part A 

    (3 – hour session, Continued with C.3 below) 

 

  Susie Mullens, LPC, ALPS, AADC+CS, Licensed Psychologist  

 

Join us for a FUN and interactive exploration of the ACA Code of Ethics.  We will 

examine the interaction of diversity & culture as it relates to practice in the new era of the 

digital world. We will explore different decision making models and how to use the code 

to help guide your day to day practice challenges.   

     

Session C.2  Current & Future Issues for WV Counselors:  What You Need to Know   

 

Carol M. Smith, PhD, LPC, NCC 

 

Professor Smith and her advanced students will present on current and future issues for 

Counselors in West Virginia.  Topics will include recent events in the counseling 

profession, legal and ethical considerations, issues related to professional advocacy in our 

state, and future coming attractions for our profession. 

 

10:30 – 11:00 Break 

 

11:00 – 12:30 Session C.3   Ethics Made Interesting for the New Era of Practice  - Part B 

    (3 – hour session, Continued from C.1 above) 

 

  Susie Mullens, LPC, ALPS, AADC+CS, Licensed Psychologist  

 

Join us for a FUN and interactive exploration of the ACA Code of Ethics.  We will 

examine the interaction of diversity & culture as it relates to practice in the new era of the 
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digital world. We will explore different decision making models and how to use the code 

to help guide your day to day practice challenges.   

 

Session C.4   Illness in the Family:  The Impact and Ways to Help   

 

Stephanie Savitch, MS, CRC, LPC 

 

When a family member is diagnosed with a serious, life-threatening illness the entire 

family is impacted.  The adjustment to the changes in roles, finances, time management, 

and general dynamics can cause stress on everyone – including the children.  The family 

may be coping with conflicting feelings and needs while everyone strives for balance in 

the environment of fear and change.  As counselors, caregivers, family, or friends, we 

need to be supportive, but how can we do that?  This workshop will offer ideas, 

suggestions, and information to help as we companion the adults and the children in this 

most challenging time. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Days Hotel and Conference Center 

2000 Sutton Lane, Sutton, WV 26601 

I-79 Exit 67 

(304) 765-5055 

Call before October 22, 2012 for Special rates  

for WVCA Conference Attendees: $80.10 (single) and $89.10 (double) 

 

 

REGISTER ONLINE AT 

www.wvcounseling.org 

or  

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER NOW 

 

JOIN WVCA NOW AND SAVE!!!! 
 

Use the promo code FALL2012 to save up to $85: 

 

Save $10 on your membership  

Pay the member rate for conference (up to $60 in savings!) 

Attend the Business Luncheon for FREE (a $15 savings!) 

http://www.wvcounseling.org/
https://www.123signup.com/register?id=sppmq
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WV Counseling Association 

Fall Conference, November 1 - 3, 2012 

Days Hotel, Flatwoods, WV 

REGISTER ONLINE @     www.wvcounseling.org or click HERE 

REGISTRATION 

Name: ________________________________________________________  

Address: ______________________________________________________  

City, State, Zip: _________________________________________________  

Email address: __________________________________________________  

WVCA Member? (circle one)  YES  NO  

Conference rates 

 

Membership 

Status 

Full 

Conference 
One Day  Saturday Only 

Member $170.00 $90.00 $60.00 

Non-Member * $230.00 $135.00 $90.00 

Student $60.00 $60.00 $60.00 

Retired Member $110.00 $60.00 $60.00 

 

*Join Now and SAVE! Join the WVCA with a conference registration for $50 and pay the member rate! Use the 

promo code: FALL2012 to save on membership and conference fees! 

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS October 31, 2012.  A full refund of conference registration fee, minus a 

$20.00 administrative cost, will be given if cancellation is before October 15, 2012. A 50% refund will be given 

after October 15, minus a $20.00 administrative fee.  Registrations at the door also accepted. 

PLEASE SELECT FROM THE FOLLOWING WORKSHOPS 

Thursday, October 6  

1:00 – 2:30 PM    _____A1   _____A2  

3:00 – 4:30 PM    _____A3   _____A4  

6:00 – 8:00 PM    _____A5   _____A6 _____A7  

  

Friday, October 7  

9:00 – 10:30 AM  _____B1 (Keynote)    

11:00 – 12:30 PM _____B2  _____B3 _____B4 

1:45 – 3:15 PM     _____B5  _____B6 _____B7   

3:45 – 5:15 PM     _____B8   _____B9 _____B10 

6:30 – 8:00 PM     _____B11 _____B12   

 

Saturday, October 8  

9:00 – 10:30 AM   _____C1  _____C2  

11:00 – 12:30 PM _____C3  _____C4 

 

Do you plan to attend the WVCA Business Meeting/Buffet lunch on Friday?  YES   NO   

Business Lunch is $15 for  non members.  Free for members.  

Total Fee Enclosed: __________ Make Checks Payable to: WVCA or  

To Pay by Credit Card: Please Circle One: VISA DISCOVER MASTERCARD AMEX  

Credit Card #________________________________________ Exp. Date: _____________  

Total Amount: $____________ Your Signature:________________________________________  

Send registration form/payment to: WVCA, c/o Carol M. Smith, Marshall University, GSEPD, Counseling 

Department, 100 Angus E. Peyton Drive, South Charleston, WV 25303;  Questions?  

Email: conference@wvcounseling.org  

http://www.wvcounseling.org/
https://www.123signup.com/register?id=sppmq
mailto:conference@wvcounseling.org

