Many bright children display some of the following characteristics: 

                perceptive, inquiring minds 

                unusual insight and intellectual curiosity 

                superior judgment and reasoning ability 

                abstract and critical thinking 

                originality 

                ability to see connections between ideas 

                long concentration span in areas of interest 

                advanced reading ability and extensive vocabulary 

                keen powers of observation 

                strong sense of values and ethics 

                rapid mastery of skills 

                specific ability in one area such as art or computers

This is far from being an all-inclusive list and not every bright child has all of these characteristics.

General intellectual ability 

                         Is an avid reader 

                         Has avid interest in science or literature 

                         Provides very alert, rapid answers to questions 

                         Has a wide range of interests 

                         Is secure emotionally 

                         Is venturesome, wanting to do new things 

                         Tends to dominate peers or situations 

  Is an entrepreneur - readily makes money on various projects/activities 

                         Needs little outside control - applies self discipline 

                         Is resourceful - solving problems by ingenious methods 

Is creative in new ideas, seeing associations, pursuing innovations 

                         Displays a great curiosity about objects, situations or events 

                         Has the capacity to look into things and be puzzled 

                         Is involved with many exploratory type activities 

                         Reveals originality in oral and written expression 

                         Is perceptually open to his or her environment 

                         Displays a willingness to accept complexity 

 Has the capacity to use knowledge and information; not just memorizing

                        Shows superior judgement in evaluating things 

                         Is a good guesser 

                         Makes good grades in most subjects 

                         Learns rapidly, easily and efficiently 

                         Uses a lot of commonsense 

                         Retains and uses information which has been heard or read 

                         Uses a large number of words easily and accurately 

                         Asks many questions of a provocative nature 

                         Has a power of abstraction, conceptualisation and synthesis 

                         Has an interest in cause-effect relations 

                         Has a liking for structure, order and consistency 

 Has a power of concentration, an intense attention that excludes all else 

                         Is persistent 

                         Has a high energy level 

                         Is independent 

                         Is friendly and outgoing

Gifted Adults

Are you a good problem solver?   Can you concentrate for long periods of time? 

Are you perfectionistic?   Do you persevere with your interests?

Are you an avid reader?   Do you have a vivid imagination?

Do you enjoy doing jigsaw puzzles?   Do you often connect seemingly unrelated ideas?

Do you enjoy paradoxes?   Do you set high standards for yourself?

Do you have a good long-term memory?   Are you deeply compassionate?

Do you have persistent curiosity?   Do you have an excellent sense of humor?

Are you a keen observer?   Do you have a love of mathematics?

Do you need periods of contemplation?   Do you search for meaning in your life?

Are you aware of things that others are not?   Are you fascinated by words?

Are you highly sensitive?   Do you have strong moral convictions?

Do you often feel out-of-sync with others?    Are you perceptive or insightful?

Do you often question rules or authority?    Do you have organized collections?

Do you thrive on challenge?    Do you have extraordinary abilities and deficits?

Do you learn new things rapidly?    Do you feel overwhelmed by many interests/abilities?

Do you have a great deal of energy?    Do you often take a stand against injustice?

Do you feel driven by your creativity?    Do you love ideas and ardent discussion?

Were you advanced developmentally in childhood?    Do you have unusual ideas or perceptions?

Are you a complex person? 

"If 75% of these characteristics fit you, you are probably a gifted adult. Giftedness was not commonly identified in children until recently, so many adults are unaware that they were gifted as children. But even those who were identified tend to believe their giftedness disappeared before adulthood." 

[adapted from the Institute for the Study of Advanced Development]

School Age School Age School Age School Age
1. Often displays a highly developed sense of humor

2. Continues to be curious about everything

3. Many interests and hobbies - sometimes prefers to study one with

intensity

4. Is into collections

5. Perfectionism

6. Extremely competitive

7. Very active imagination

8. Different perspective on ideas, sees unusual connections and twists

9. May be a lone worker

10. Displays higher level thinking than peers

11. Original thinker and doer, may be non- conformist

12. May display leadership abilities

13. May attempt to do math work in head

14. Advanced vocabulary, used naturally (although they may not be able

to pronounce words correctly they’ve never heard, but only read) 
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  Learning Characteristics of Gifted

                           Children

A Special Pennsylvania Association for Gifted Education Publication

    Keen power of observation; sense of the significant 

    Highly verbal 

    Questioning attitude, intellectual curiosity; often has great intrinsic motivation or

    is a self-starter 

    Power of abstraction, conceptualization, ability to pull ideas and information

    together; enjoyment of intellectual activity 

    Interest in cause-effect relations, ability to see relationships 

    Reads actively 

    High degree of task commitment 

    Shares unusual interests 

    Interested in everything at once 

    Takes risks 

    Describes experiences from unusual point of view 

    Has keen verbal humor 

    Gets bored easily 

    Daydreams noticeably 

    Gets involved in complex discussions 

    Not confined by sex-role stereotyped behaviors 

    Introspective--self critical--self checking 

    Creativeness and inventiveness, looking for new ways of doing things. Interest in

    creating, brainstorming, or open-ended thinking 

    Generally acts like an older child 

    Uncooperative about doing routine learning tasks 

    Often takes leadership roles in group activities 

    Spends time observing prior to participation in activity 

    Tells elaborate stories about personal experiences 

    Expresses concern and knowledge about world problems 

    Expresses moral concerns about others 

    Effectively resolves interpersonal problems 

    Persistent about everything 

    Uses extensive detail in drawings and descriptions 

    Pays little attention to details of living 

    Fantasizes freely 

    Learns efficiently, mastering ideas with one or two examples
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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE GIFTED

 1.Questions authority and rules; questions reasons for decisions; May be

    stubborn; will disagree strongly sometimes. 

 2.Sometimes acts without planning; may be sloppy, unorganized, is not

    bothered by mess and disorder. Not interested in details. 

 3.Fails to complete homework and classroom assignments; may not pay

    attention to time limits or deadlines. 

 4.Appears bored and withdrawn, yet capable when pressed; may be bashful.

    Bored with routine tasks, refuses to do rote homework. 

 5.Has extensive knowledge in some out-of-school oriented topic; May

    possess sophisticated collection of models, coins, stamps, etc. 

 6.Is a non-conformist; may not be well-liked by classroom peers; may have

    odd habits; does not try to act "proper." 

 7.Reads a lot and may often choose reading in place of doing required

    classwork. 

 8.Is a risk-taker; is willing to take an unpopular stand even if it means losing

    friends and/or respect. 

 9.Is alert to stimuli in environment; is observant; may appear to be

    "daydreaming" or distracted. 

10.Is determined; likes to do things that are very difficult; may be stubborn in

    this. Sometimes difficult to get him to move into another topic. 

11.Likes to be alone; prefers to work independently; needs minimal direction. 

12.Likes to be "the best"; may not accept imperfection of any kind; May not

    take constructive criticism. Can be critical of others and teachers. 

13.Sometimes a behavior problem.; may be discourteous, unable to accept

    criticism and/or discipline. Impatient with failure. 

14.Has high energy; may sometimes find it difficult to sit still; may be impatient.

15.Tends to dominate or "take charge" of an activity in which he/she is

    involved; Can be "bossy" with peers. 

16.Emotionally sensitive--may over react, get angry easily or ready to cry if

    things go wrong. 

17.Makes jokes or puns at inappropriate times. 

