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National Publications in Gifted Education
TALENT Act: Federal Legislation to Support Gifted Students 

     New federal gifted education legislation, the TALENT Act, was introduced 
in both the U.S. House and Senate by Senators Chuck Grassley (Iowa) and 
Bob Casey (PA) and Representatives Elton Gallegly (CA-24) and Donald 
Payne (NJ-10). The bipartisan legislation focuses on the four critical 
areas for federal attention: accountability, professional development, 
underserved gifted students and research and dissemination of best 
practices.   
    The legislation is written to amend the Elementary & Secondary 
Education Act (ESEA) to include support for gifted, talented and high 
potential students. NAGC asks that you contact your Members of 
Congress to support this revision to ESEA.

State Updates in Gifted Education
The Four-Year Education and Transition Plan

    As the reevaluation determination plan is conducted during the eighth 
grade year to determine eligibility for Exceptional Gifted (EG), the Four-
Year Education and Transition Plan is developed to appropriately ad-
dress the educational needs of students who are not eligible as EG in 
grades 9 through 12. More about the legal background of the Four Year 
and Transition Plan may be found at this link: http://wvde.state.wv.us/
osp/giftedwvcode18-2E-3b.html. The form was recently revised to in-
clude the change in the sequence of the social studies courses.
    This would also be a good time to make students and parents aware of 
the Governor’s Schools of West Virginia. The Governor’s Schools are an 
opportunity for selected high school sophomores and juniors to at-
tend residential summer sessions on campuses of various institutions of 
higher learning across the state. (Read more on page 2.)
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Local Highlights
Marshall County Initates Summer Program

    The Office of Special Programs in Marshall County Schools is excited 
to announce a new summer program for students who have an IEP for 
gifted services exiting grade 5 in that county. An enriched curriculum 
designed for summer programming will feature hands-on learning 
based on “Crime Scene Investigator (CSI) of the Stolen Cookie.” 
Students will use problem solving skills to solve the “crime”, hold a trial 
to present the data and find the guilty party.

Upcoming Events

Resources

Teacher Preparation -
West Virginia

Student Video Contest - 
Submissions accepted from 
April 11 to May 20

National Association for Gifted 
Children (NAGC)

WV Department of Education/
Office of Special Programs/
Gifted Education 

WV Association for Gifted/
Talented (WVAG/T)

Complimentary copy of
Gifted Education Press
Quarterly

Frequently Asked Questions

Marshall University
West Virginia University

http://wvde.state.wv.us/news/2288/
http://www.nagc.org
http://wvde.state.wv.us/osp/gifted.html
http://wvgifted.org/
http://wvde.state.wv.us/osp/giftedwvcode18-2E-3b.html
http://www.giftededpress.com
http://wvde.state.wv.us/osp/giftedFAQs.html
http://wvde.state.wv.us/osp/giftedwvcode18-2E-3b.html
http://www.wvgovschools.org
http://depts.hre.wvu.edu/sped/GiftedHome.htm
http://www.marshall.edu/gsepd/special_ed.asp
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The Four-Year Education and Transition Plan (continued)

    The student must submit an application along with additional informa-
tion from the school district. The Four-Year Education and Transition 
Plan development meeting would be a fitting occasion to encourage 
the student and parents to be mindful of the program so that they do 
not miss the opportunity to apply at the requisite time.


