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Intended Outcomes

• Understand the definition of giftedness
• Understand the criteria for eligibility
• Understand the special considerations
• Identify some common traits and 

characteristics of giftedness
• Understanding the need for specialized 

instruction 



.

In the absence of a federal mandate, gifted education 
programming decisions are made at the state level.

Definitions provide the framework for gifted 
education programs and services, and guide key 
decisions such as which students will qualify for 
services and the areas of giftedness to be addressed 
in programming (e.g., intellectual giftedness generally, 
creativity, leadership).

There is no universally accepted definition of 
giftedness.

Gifted Education – State’s Decision



.

Gifted education in WV is mandated by WV 
Code 18-20-1 and provides that students with 
exceptionalities, including those identified as 
gifted in grades one through eight and 
exceptional gifted in grades nine through 
twelve, be provided gifted education services 
under an Individualized Education Program 
(IEP).

Scope of Gifted Education Services in WV



.

Giftedness is exceptional intellectual 
abilities and potential for achievement 
that requires specially designed 
instruction and services beyond those 
normally provided in the general 
classroom instruction.

Definition of Giftedness in WV

Policy 2419; Regulations for the Education 
of Students with Exceptionalities
Definition: 



Characteristics of Potentially Gifted Students

• Often displays a highly developed sense of humor
• Continues to be curious about everything
• Rapid learner
• Many interests and hobbies - sometimes prefers to study one with
• intensity
• Is into collections
• Perfectionism
• Extremely competitive
• Very active imagination
• Different perspective on ideas, sees unusual connections and twists
• May be a lone worker
• Displays higher level thinking than peers
• Original thinker and doer, may be non- conformist
• May display leadership abilities
• May attempt to do math work in head
• Avid reader, advanced vocabulary, used naturally (although they may not be 

able to pronounce words correctly they’ve never heard, but only read) 

Characteristics of Potentially Gifted Students handout.



Needs of the Gifted

• Elimination of Excess Drill and Review
• Pacing of instruction in line with needs of gifted
• Independent study
• Small groups with like-ability peers
• Higher level questioning and prompts
• Whole-to-part conceptual learning
• Opportunities to pursue areas of interest in 

depth  over a long period of time
• Trained gifted education teachers and general 

education teacher coursework as part of teacher 
training.

– (Purcell and Eckert, 2006)



WV State Board Policy 2419
(1) General intellectual ability with a full scale score at the 

97th percentile rank or higher on a comprehensive test of 
intellectual ability;  and

(2) At least one of the four core curriculum areas of 
academic achievement at the 90th percentile rank or higher 
as measured by an individual standardized achievement test, 
or
at least one of the four core curriculum areas of classroom 
performance demonstrating exceptional functioning…

Identification of Giftedness in WV



Barriers to Participation by Disadvantaged 
Learners

• Narrow conceptions of giftedness that perceive 
it as an inherited and fixed trait rather than 
malleable and potential to achieve

• Low expectations and over-emphasis on what 
these learners lack rather than their strengths; 
negatively impacts teacher referrals.

• Poor identification practice, including a narrow 
range of evidence and relying on nominations 
from inexperienced teachers.



Special Considerations in State Policy

• If the general intellectual ability score is unduly affected 
by one or more of the composite scores, the evaluator 
may use an alternate general ability index or an 
individual composite measure as permitted in the test 
manual.

• For the Historically Under-represented Gifted (HUG) does 
not meet the criteria, EC must consider other data 
gathered by the multidisciplinary evaluation team:

• Scales
• Checklists
• Student product(s)
• Parent information

• Individual achievement
• Group achievement
• Classroom performance
• Teacher input
• Inventories



Exceptional Gifted
For students who were identified as gifted in 
grades one through eight, evaluate to 
determine eligibility as Exceptional Gifted, 
grades nine through twelve:

a) The eligibility criteria for one or more of the 
disabilities as defined in Policy 2419

b) The definition for economically disadvantaged

c) The definition for underachievement, which 
takes into consideration the student’s ability



Feedback and Questions

Please take a moment to completed the 
feedback survey at:

https://sites.google.com/site/giftedeligib
ilityinwvfeedback/

https://sites.google.com/site/giftedeligibilityinwvfeedback/


Resources
• West Virginia Policy 2419 Regulations for the 

Education of Students with Exceptionalities

• The National Association for Gifted Children 
(NAGC) http://www.nagc.org/

• Purcell, J. and Eckert, R. (2006) Designing 
Services and Programs for High-Ability Learners. 
Thousand Oaks, CA, Corwin Press

• Rogers, Karen B. (2002) Reforming Gifted 
Education, Scottsdale, AZ, Great Potential Press 

http://www.nagc.org/

