Early Childhood Assessment for Children with Disabilities
Early childhood assessment in WV is a child outcomes and program improvement system designed and implemented to improve programs and supports for children three through five years of age for children with disabilities. The system grew out of efforts for state funded preschool programs and the broader application came as a result of federal office of Special Education (OSEP) requirements for reporting outcomes for children with disabilities.  The system employs both child outcome assessment and program assessment to accomplish these purposes:

· Improve experiences, learning, development and lives of young children and their families.

· Inform program practices

· Demonstrate program effectiveness

· Guide the development of local and state policies and procedures

· Provide data to demonstrate results
The system is administered with the WV Department of Education, Office of Special Programs.  A stakeholders group was convened that comprised local and state representatives but this effort has since been rolled into to the Universal Pre-k system.  The interagency Pre-k steering team serves as the advisory group.
The child and program assessment tools selected by the stakeholder are congruent with WV’s Early Learning Standards for preschoolers and the WV Board Policy 2525: WV’s Universal Access to Quality Early Education System and Policy 2419: Regulations for the Education of Students with Exceptionalities.  Both state board policies can be found at http://wvde.state.wv.us.
Child Assessment. WV’s Early Childhood Assessment call for child outcome assessment that:

· Is based on ongoing- observation of children engaged in real activities, with people they know, in natural settings

· Reflects evidence-based practices

· Integrates information gathered across settings

· Is individualized to address each child’s unique ways of learning

· Informs decisions about day-today learning opportunities for children

WV has two approved curriculums for local boards of education to utilize.  The curriculums include Creative Curriculum and High Scope Observation COR. The state has purchased licenses with Teaching Strategies for children with disabilities since the majority of the counties utilize Creative Curriculum. 

Program Quality Assessment.  The system also includes evaluation of program quality to assure programs achieve and maintain overall high quality and operate with compliance of federal and state guidelines.  Programs receiving state funding are required to conduct annual evaluations using the Environmental Rating Scales. All programs are required to submit the data to the WV Department of Education and county collaborative plan to the Office of School Readiness.  Collaborative programs do have the option and are encouraged to participate in the NAEYC Accreditation process and technical assistance is provided through WV Training Connections and Resources.

Professional Development.  Programs receive continuous support to assure that their participation in the assessment system results in the highest quality data and knowledge about to use the data to improve program quality and child and family outcomes.  Training Connections and Resources is an interagency entity that provides and coordinates a variety of professional development opportunities (www.wvearlychildhood.org).  The state assists with training regarding the reliability in the use of the Environmental Rating Scale.
Fidelity Process and Reliability Check.   Each school district is required to designate a systems manager to address the reliability and validity of the child observational data to be monitored collected.  A data is reviewed and monitored as part of the state process too.

For additional information, resources and updates related to assessment system for children with disabilities contact Ginger Huffman, Coordinator, at vhuffman@access.k12.wv.us.
