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FOREWORD

hdzNJ 3GdzZRSy iaQ Fdzidz2NB gAff 221 YBoOidariéda®T SNBY
becoming blurred or nonexistentAdvances in technology argtientific discoveries foretell

what the global job market will beToo many educators, researchers and businesses have

found that high school graduates are not prepared for life after graduatiime graduates are

lacking the skills to be successfuthe workplace or in college.

It is our responsibility to ensure our students have the necessary academic preparation to be
successfulUsing the results from EXPLORE and PLAN can assist students and parents in making
sound educational decisions for tliemaining school years and beyond as well as in initiating
career exploration.

This publication is intended to provide teachers, principals, counselors and county educators
with a variety of methods to analyze EXPLORE and PLAN reports and résigtitocument
includes sample reports, tools and resources to assist educators, parents and students in
interpreting and utilizing EXPLORE and PLAN data. The overall goals are to improve student
achievement and performance, to use the results for course selest@nd to identify students

with potential to be successful in AP or other rigorous courses.

%ﬁz«;_

Dr. Steven L. Paine
State Superintendent of Schools



Purpose of EXPLORE and PLAN Assessments

The purpose of EXPLORE for eighth graders and RLAN"fgraders is to provide students

with information about their academic strengths and weaknessesdemic readiness for
college level work or the workplaceducational plans and career interesidditionally, PLAN
results may be used to identifyuslents with potential to be successful in AP and other rigorous
courses.Both EXPLORE and PLAN measure student attainment of knowledge and complex
critical thinking skills in the same four curriculum areas: English, mathematics, reading and
science.

The West Virginia Board of Educati@nbelief that all students will learn is the underlying
LINBYA&AS 2F 2Said +ANHAYAIFIQA SRdzOFdGA2yFf NBF2N
Education Policy 2510Assuring the Quality of Education: Regulations farccBtion Programs

West Virginia wants and needs more students to graduate from $oglool prepared to either

starttheir careers or pursue postsecondary training or education.

9-t[hw9 FYyR t[!b FINB LINI 2F !/ ¢Qa PASRAIOS GA2Y
system is an integrated series of assessment and career planning programs designed to help
students increase their academic readiness for college or the workplace. The assessments are
national curriculum and standard$ased measures of studegrowth from grade 8 to grade

10.

The EXPLORE tests are linked to PLAN and the ACT. EXPLORE, PLAN and the ACT are on
' LILINBEAYFGStEe GKS &aryS &a02N8 aolrtsS G2 if2s
assessments. The EXPLORE results can be usegjdat performance on PLAN while PLAN

results can be used to predict ACT performance.

EXPLORE and PLAN are designed to provide students with an understandingcddbic
readiness for college or the workplace in the context of the gogh school edwational and
career options they are considering. The results can be used to help students identify their
academic strengths and weaknesses as they make decisions for high school and beyond.



EXPLOREcademic Tests

EXPLORE contains academic testeun curriculum areas: English, mathematics, reading and
science. These tests measure student attainment of the knowledge and complex critical
thinking skills that are acquired in middle school and are important for later education and
careers in the 2% century.

The EXPLORE academic tests have a content relationship to both P"Agtad® program)

and the ACTEXPLORE provides students with an early indication of their educational progress
in the context of the poshigh school educational plans andiareer options they are
considering. The results from EXPLORE can be used to help students make selections in their
course work to help ensure that they are prepared for what they want to do during and after
high school.

EXPLORENglish Test

A thirty-minute, 404 G SY G Said GKFd YSIadaNBa GKS adddzRSyidQa
standard written Englisi{punctuation, grammar and usagend sentence structure) and of
rhetorical skills (strategy, organization and style).

To ensure a variety of rhetoricsituations, a range of essay styles and types is employed, from
personal and narrative pieces to persuasive and informative essays. Passages are chosen not
only for their effectiveness in assessing certain writing skills, but also for their abilityleotref

the diverse interests and experiences of middle school students.

The questionon the English testefer students to an underlined portion, a section of the
passage or the passage as whole. Some questions require students to decide the best way to
write a sentence or sentences with the surrounding context making the overriding issue that of
clear and effective communication of meaning. Other questions require students to analyze
the entire essay before making a decision about the focus, style, ttwwgcal flow or
organizational structure.

Two subscores aneported for the Engéih test: Usage/Mechanical and Rhetorical.
EXPLORMathematics Test

A thirty-minute, 30A 6 SY GSad GKIG YSFadaNBa GKS adGddzRSyidQa
emphasizs the solution of practical quantitative problems that requires skills encountered in

middle school coursesThe items are classified according to four content areas:afyebra,

elementary algebra, geometry and statistics/probability.



Students are askedo demonstrate their ability to read and understand mathematical
terminology; to applydefinitions, algorithms, theorems and properties; and to interpret and
analyze data. Computational skills and knowledge of basic formulas are assumed as
background forthe problems but extensive computation and memorization of complex
formulas are not required. The use of calculators is permitted.

The items in the mathematics tesre classified into four categories: knowledge and skills,
direct application, understaridg concepts and integrating conceptual understanding.

e Knowledge and skillstems require students to use one or more facts, definitions,
formulas or procedures to solve problems that are presented in purely mathematical
terms.

¢ Direct applicationitems require students to use one or more facts, definitions, formulas
or procedures to solve problems set in reabrld situations.

e Understanding concepttems require students to reason from a concept to reach an
inference or a conclusion.

e Integrating conceptal understandingh 4t SY& YSI dadz2NS GKS & G-dzZRSy i Q
routine problems by integrating understanding of two or more major concepts.

EXPLOREeading Test

A thirty-minute, 36GA 1 SY (Sad GKIG YSIadaNBa G(KS addzRSy(Q3
product of referring and reasoning skill§his test requires students to derive meaning from

several reading passages by (1) referring to what is explicitly stated and (2) reasoning to
determine implicit meanings and to draw conclusions, comparisomd generalizations.

Designed to simulate the types of reading tasks students encounter in their academic work and

in life outside of school, the reading test measures their reading skills as well as their ability to

make interferences, draw conclusiongngralize from specific data and reason logically.

The items in the reading testre classified into two general categories Réferring and
Reasoning The reading test is abigned to simulate the types of reading tasks students
encounter in their academ work and in life outside of school

o Referring itemsask about material explicitly stated in a passage. These items are
designed to measure literal reading comprehension.

e Reasoning itemgpose questions about meaning implicit in a passage, questiorts tha
require careful reading about a passage and questions dealing with codepeéndent
vocabulary.



EXPLORSEcience Test

A thirty-minute, 28A G SY GS&adG GKFdG YSIFadaNBa || aiddzRSydQa
through grade eight. The scientifidanmation is conveyed in one of three different formats:

data representation, research summaries and conflicting viewpoints. Materials are diranv

the life sciences, Earth/space sciences (e.g., geology, astronomy and meteorology) and physical
sciences

The science tess designed to measure the thinking skills, processes and strategies students
use while learning, thinking about and using science. These skills include comparing
experimental designs and their underlying assumptions, analyzing andprietery data,
making critical observations and generalizations, and generating and evaluating hypotheses.

The questions included in the science tests are classified into three categaridsrstanding
analysisandgeneralization

e Understanding itemsrequire the student to comprehend a component of the
information presented, and, to a limited extent, to understand how that congun
relatesto the stimulus as a whole.

e Analysis itemsrequire the student to relate several components of the presented
information to see how each piece of information fits in with the rest of the
stimulus.

e Generalization itemgequire the student to extend the presentadformation to a
broader contekx

Students are not permitted to use calculators during the science test
Additional Components
Interest Inventory¢ helps students explore personally relevant career options

Needs Asessment O2f f SOG Ay F2NXI GA2Yy Fo62dzi aGdzZRSyidaQ |

Plans and Backgroundiformation¢3 | § KSN& A Y T2 NXY I A 2gburdeworkdzii & G dzR
plans, education, career plans after high school and other relevant information



PLAN Academic Tests

PLAN contains academic tests ouf curriculum areas: English, mathematics, reading and
science. These tests are designed to measureestudttainment of the knowledge and
complex critical thinking skills acquired in the early years of high school that are necessary for
success in later education and/or careers in th& @éntury.

The PLAN academic tests have a content relationship to et EXEh w9 6! / ¢girdle SA IK
program) and the ACT. The results from PLAN can be used to help students make adjustments

in their course work to help ensure that they are prepared for what they want to do after high
school.

PLAN English Test

A thirty-minute, 50item test that measures thd 4 dzZRSy 1 Q& dzy RSNE Gl yYRAY 3 2
standard written English (punctuation, grammar and usage and sentence structure) and of
rhetorical skills (strategy, organization and style).

To ensure a variety of rhetmal situations, a range of essay styles and types is employed, from
personal and narrative pieces to persuasive and informative essays. Passages are chosen not
only for their effectiveness in assessing certain writing skills, but also for their abiligfléct

the diverse interests and experienceshighschool students.

The questions on the English testfer students to an underlined portion, a section of the
passage or the passage as whole. Some questions require students to decide the best way to
write a sentence or sentences with the surrounding contexdking the overriding issue that of

clear and effective communication of meaning. Other questions require students to analyze
the entire essay before making a decision about the focus, stylee,tdogical flow or
organizational structure.

Two subscoreare reported for the English test: selge/Mechanicahnd Rhetorical.
PLAN Mathematics Test

A fortyminute, 40A G SY GSad GKFG YSIFadaNBa GKS aiddzRSydQ:
Emphasis isn the solution of practical quantitative problems that require skills encountered in

many first and seconeyear high school courses (padgebra, firstyear algebra and plane
geometry).

Students are asked to demonstrate their ability to read and undedstanathematical
terminology; to apply definitions, algorithms, theorems and properties; and to interpret and
analyze data. Computational skills and knowledge of basic formulas are assumed as

5



background for the problems but extensive computation and mepation of complex
formulas are not required. The use of calculators is permitted.

The items in the mathematics tesire classified into four categories: knowledge and skills,
direct application, understanding concepts and integrating conceptual understgnd

e Knowledge and skillstems require students to use one or more facts, definitions,
formulas or procedures to solve problems that are presented in purely mathematical
terms.

o Direct applicationitems require students to use one or more facts, defoms, formulas
or procedures to solve problems set in reabrld situations.

¢ Understanding concepitems require students to reason from a concept to reach an
inference or a conclusion.

e Integrating conceptual understanding 4 SYa Y S| & dzNB tyit&€ ®lveindrdzR Sy i Q
routine problems by integrating understanding of two or more major concepts.

Two subscores are reportetbr this test: prealgebra/algebra, based on the pedgebra and
elementary algebra items; and geometry, based on the coordinate gagnmend plane
geometry items.

PLAN Reading Test

Atwentyminute, 254 0 SY (Sald GKIFG YSI & dalikgomprEhensianiadzR Sy (i Q:
product of referring and reasoning skills. This test requires students to derive meanimg fro

several reading pasges by (1yeferring to what isexplicitly stated and (2) reasoning to

determine implicit meanings and to draw conclusionspmparisonsand generalizatios

Designed to simulate the types of reading tasks students encounter in their academic work and

in life outdde of school, the reading testeasures their reading skills as well as their ability to

make interferences, draw conclusions, generalize from specific data and reason logically.

The items in the reading testre classified into two general agories of Referring and
Reasoning The reading test is designed to simulate the types of reading tasks students
encounter in their academic work and in life outside of school.

e Referring itemsask about material explicitly stated in a passage. Thesesitara
designed to measure literal reading comprehension.

e Reasoning itemgose questions about meaning implicit in a passage, questions that
careful reading about a passage and questions dealing with codepeéndent
vocabulary.



PLAN Science Test

Atwenty-minute, 30A G SY GS&adG GKI G YSIFadaNBa GKS aiddzRSy i Q:
first- and secondyear high school science courses. Materials are drawn from biology,
chemistry, physics and the Earth/space sciex{egy., geology, astronomy amaeteorology).

The science test idesigned to measure the thinking skills, processes and strategies students
use while learning, thinking about and using science. These skills include comparing
experimental designs and their underlying assumptions, amglyand interpreting data,
making critical observations and generalizations, and generating and evaluating hypotheses.

The questions included in the science tests are classified into three categandsrstanding
analysisandgeneralization

¢ Understarding items require the student to comprehend a component of the
information presented, and, to a limited extent, to undénd how that component
relatesto the stimulus as a whole.

¢ Analysis itemsrequire the student to relate several components of theegented
information to see how each piece of information fits in with the rest of the
stimulus.

e Generalization itemgequire the student to extend the presentadformation to a
broader contek

Additional Components
Interest Inventory¢ helps studens explore personally relevant career options
Needs AssessmertO2 f £ SOGa AYF2NNI A2y [ o62dzi addzZRSyidaQ

High School Qurse and Grade Informatio gathers lists of courses completed, currently
being taken or planning for completion toee graduation

Educational Opportunity Service (EQS)provides relevant college and scholarship information
based on their PLAN results and information provided via theat@demic components to
students. This is a FREE service provided by ACT;atlkamne costs or fees.



EXPLORE
Student,Schooland CountyReports



EXPLORE StudeBtoreReport

Students, parent(s)/guardian(s), teachers and school administrators will have access to this
NBLEZ2NI (2 RSGSNXAYS A& dakeskidssein theGouRcdnteht@reas:(i NB y =
English, mathematics, reading and scien8eores are between 1 (the lowest possible score)

and 25 (the highest possible score).

ACT takes the number of correct questions on EXPLORE and translates it into eondmesp
scale score (number between 1 and 25). Students receive a scale score for each of the four
content areas. In addition, there are two subscores for English: usage/mechanics (punctuation,
grammar and usage and sentence strucjuaed rhetorical skis (strategy, organization and

style in writing).

Components of the Student Score Report

The Composite Score is the average of the English, mathematics, reading and science test
scores. This scale score is an indication of how well the student didsatmgntire EXPLORE
test.

EXPLORE covers the same subject areas as PLANjrét® program) and the ACT. The
EXPLORE scores provide a prediction of how a studelikely to perform on PLANhh@&@

estimated PLAN Score Composite Range indicates if ttheSyidi A& a2y GNF O1¢
workplace ready after graduation as well as to achieve the ACT scores the student desires.

YourHigh School Course Plans Compared to Camgoares the courses the student plans on
taking in high school to the ACT CoreufSes. ACT recommends that all students take a
minimum of college preparation courses to be ready for college or a career after graduation.
The ACT Core Courses are at least:

e 4 years of English

¢ 3 years of mathematics, including geometry, algebra | dgebaa I

e 3 years of laboratory science, including general/physical/Earth science, biology and
chemistry

e 3 years of social studies, including U.S. history, world history and American
government

Please note: Graduation requirements for studestwvho entered grade 9 in the school year
20082009 and beyondnclude 4 credits of English4 credits of mathematics, 3 credits of
science and 4 credits of social studies. See West Virginia Board of Education Policy 2510:
Assuring the Quality of Education: Regulasi for Education Progranier more information
(http://wvde.state.wv.us/policies].



http://wvde.state.wv.us/policies/

Students are asked if they need help in seven different areas: plans for education, career or
work after high school, wiing skills, reading speed and comprehension, study skKills,
mathematics skills, computer skills and public speaking skills. These reported needs can be
discussed with the parents, school counselor or teachers to assure that students receive the
necessary ssistance and support.

Your Plans for After High SchodlB LJ2 NI (G KS a{idzRSyidQa NBaLRyasSa
educational and career plans. Students select the career area that they think they will like the
best.

ACT, based on research, has identilE&{PLORE benchmark scores that indicate if students are

on track to be ready for collegevel work or a career after graduation. Studemsisoring at or

above the EXPLORE College Readiness Benchmark i@denggish, mathematics anscience

are likely to be on track to do well in entry-level collegecredit bearing coursesin these
subjects.See2 K G I NB !/ ¢Qa / 2f f Sta@& Sorevilidmiddiof Saa . Sy OKY
(http://www.act.org/research/policymakers/pdf/benchmarks.pdf

The Worldof-Work Map shows 26 career areas (groups of similar jobs) according to their basic

work tasksinvolving people, things, data and ideas. The Map is divided into 12 regions. Each
regonKl & | RAFTFSNBY(d YAE 2F ¢62N] Glalao ¢KS &ai
shown on the Worlebf-Work Map, as well as the career area s/he selected as liking the best.
5SAONRALIIAZ2Yyas o6lFlaSR 2y GKS &l dzRsshy ha® grobably 2 NS &
already developed and mastered are presented on the back of the student score report.
Additionally, suggestions for building knowledge and skills are provided.

See Appendix A for a sample EXPLORE student score report. More infonsataiable on
the ACT EXPLORE student $itg(//act.org/explore/).

10
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http://act.org/explore/

EXPLORE&chool Reports

Every school testing witEXROREwill receivea Profile Summary Repqmivhich, beginning with

the 2009 administraon, includes the College Readiness Standards Report, a Presentation
Packet andearly Intervention Rosteré\dditionally, each school will receiva #tem Response
Summary Report

School Profile Summary Report

TheEXPLORErofile Summary RepofAppendixB)is a multitable summary of aggregated test
results and seffeported student information. This report includes all student records scored
except those who toolEXPLORW®Iith extended time. Th&XPLOREchool Profile Summary
Report features the followg information:

[ 2YLI NR&2Y 2F a0dzRSydGaQ LISNF2NXIFyYyOS gAGK Y
e Detailed presentation dEXPLOREerformance in each of the four test areas and
subscore areas
¢ Breakdown oEXPLOREerformance by gender and racial/ethnic backgndu
e Summary of current career plans, sedported needs for help and educational
aspirations of students

Presentation Packet

The Presentation Packet includes-odige, black and white charts displaying aggregate
EXPLORE results

Early Intervention Rostes
Thesethree reports list the names of students who may warrant special intervention:

e Studenswho reported that they do not plan to complete high school or have no{post
high school educational plans
e Students who expressed a need in one or more of tiewing selected areas:
o Exploring options for education, careers and jobs after high school
Improving writing skills
Improving reading speed or comprehension
Improving study skills
Improving mathematical skills
Improving computer skills
o Improving public geaking skills
e Students who earned an EXPL@REposite Sore at or below the national 1D
percentile for students nationwide

o O O o0 o

11



ACT College Readiness Standards Refmatt of SchoolProfile Summary Report)

The ACT College Readiness Standards ReporeridppB, page 4) shows the percent of
students in each ACT College Readiness Standards score rat®jel@l5, 1619, 2623 and

24-25). The score rangewhichare linked to theACT College Readiness Standadescribe

what studentsscoringin variousscore ranges are likely to know and to be able to do, and
reflect the progression and complexity of skills in each EXPLORE test. ACT has developed
ConnectingCollege Readiness Standards in the Classioterpretive guides to use with this

report (www.act.org/standard/quides/explone

Item-Response Summary Report

The ItemResponse Summary Report (Appendix IQN2 A RSa AYTF2NXYIFGA2Y
performance by item. The results are categorized by tegtsbbscore and by content area.
Comparisons are made to the performance of other students who took the same form of the
test. The following information is provided:

e Percentage of students who selected the correct response

e Percentage of students who seted the incorrect response

e Percentage of students who did not answer an item

e Average percentage of students who responded correctly to the items in a content area
e Performance of reference groups

12


http://www.act.org/standard/guides/explore

EXPLORE County Reports

The EXPLORE CoulRtsofile Sumrmary Report(Appendix B)includes a Presentation Packet,
Early Intervention Rosterswhich, beginmg with the 2009 administratignthe College
Readiness Standards Report. Additionally, eaxintywill receive a Item Response Summary
Report County Tes€Coordinators will receive all reports on a CD.

EXPLORE Data File (CD)
e PDE of EXPLORE County Profile Summary Report, County Item Response Report, School
Profile Summary Reports, School Item Response Report
e EXPLORE data file in .csv format

EXPLOREountyProfile Summary Report

TheEXPLORErofile Summary Repo(Appendix B)s a multitable summary of the aggregated
test results and selfeported student information. This report includes all student records
scored except those who tooEXPLOR®&ith exterded time. TheEXPLOREounty Profile
Summary Report features the following information:

e / 2YLI NRA2Y 2F a0dzRSyiaQ LISNF2NXYIyOS gAGK y
e Detailed presentation dEXPLORgerformance in each of the four test areas and
subscore aras

e Breakdown oEXPLORterformance by gender and racial/ethnic background
e Summary of current career plans, sedported needs for help and educational
aspirations of students

EXPLOREounty Presentation Packet

The Presentation Packet includes-o#ige black and white charts displaying aggregate
EXPLOREsults.

ACT College Readiness Standards Refmatt of EXPLORE Profile Summary Report)

The ACT College Readiness Standards Report (Appendix B, page 4) shows the percent of
students in each ACT Coke&eadiness Standards score rangd411315, 1619, 2623 and

24-25). The score rangewhich are linked to theACT College Readiness Standadéscribe

what studentsscoringin various score ranges are likely to know and to be able to do, and
refled the progression and complexity of skills in each EXPLORE test. ACT has developed
Connecting College Readiness Standards in the Clasantampretive guides to use with this

report (www.act.org/stardard/quides/explorég
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ltem-Response Summary Report

This report(Appendix CLINE A RSA AYTF2NXI GA2Yy 2y addzZRSydaqQ
are categorized by test, by subscore and by content area. Comparisons are made to the
performance of other stdents who took the same form of the test. The following information

is provided:

Percentage of students who selected the correct response

Percentage of students who selected the incorrect response

Percentage of students who did not answer an item

Averagepercentage of students who responded correctly to the items in a content area
Performance of reference groups
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PLAN
Student, School and County Reports
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PLAN Studen$coreReport

Students, parent(s)/guardian(s), teachers and school admas will have access to the

PLAN Student Scoreeport (Appendix D)}i 2 RSGSNXYAYS &addzRRSyidaQ | Of
weaknesses in the four content areas: English, mathematics, reading and science. Scores are
between 1 (he lowest possible score) and @Re highest possible score).

ACT takes the number of correct questions on PLAN and translates it into a corresponding scale
score (number between 1 and 32). Students receive a scale score for each of the four content
areas. In addition, there are two subses for English: usage/mechanics (punctuation,
grammar and usage and sentence structure) and rhetorical skills (strategnizagon and

style in writing) as well as two subscores for mathematics: -plgebra/algebra and geometry.

The Composite Scons the average of the English, mathematics, reading and science test
scores. This scale score is an indication of how well the student did across the entire PLAN test.

PLAN covers the same subject areas as EXPLORE@@ programand the ACT. The RN

scores provide a prediction of how a student is likely to do on the ACT. This estimated ACT

{ O2NB /2YLRAAGS wly3dS AYyRAOFIGSa AF GUKS &aGdzRSy
after graduation. Students can use this estimated ACT Compasite Range in selecting

courses and planning high school experiences.

¢KS addzRSyidaQa | Oddzrtf aO0O2NB 2y GKS !/ ¢ YlI& 0S8
What the student does academically between the"1@rade and when the ACT is taken
determines the real score. Studenigho work hard and take challenging courses, such as AP
courses, will likely have an ACT performance higher than the estimated range suggests.

YourHigh School Course Plans Compared to Camgares the courses the student ptaon

taking in high school to the ACT Core Courses. ACT recommends that all students take a
minimum of college preparation courses to be ready for college or a career after graduation.
The ACT Core Courses are at least:

e 4 years of English

e 3 years of matamatics, including geometry, algebra | and algebra Il

e 3 years of laboratory science, including general/physical/Earth science, biology and
chemistry

e 3 years of social studies, including U.S. history, world history and American
government

Please note: @duation requirements for student who entered grade 9 in the school year
20082009 and beyond include 4 credits of English 4 credits of mathematics, 3 credits of science
and 4 credits of social studies. See West Virginia Board of Education PolicyA2Suifing the
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Quality of Education: Regulations for Education Prografos more information
(http://wvde.state.wv.us/policies]).

Students are asked if they need help in seven different areas: plans fortenhyczareer or

work after high school, writing skills, reading speed and comprehension, study skills,
mathematics skills, computer skills and public speaking skills. These reported needs can be
discussed with the parents, school counselor or teacherssgum@ that students receive the
necessary assistance and support.

Your Plans for After High SchodlB LJ2 NI (G KS a{idzRSyidQa NBaLRyasSa
educational and career plans. Students select the career area that they think they will like the
best.

ACT, based on research, has identiftidANbenchmark scores that indicate if students are on

track to be ready for collegkevel work or a career after graduation. Studergsoring at or

above thePLANCollege Readiness Benchmark Scare&nglish mathematics andscience are

likely to be on track to do well in entry-level collegecredit bearing courses in these

subjects. See KI &G IINB !/ ¢Qa /[ 2ffSIASr mo@ linimét®@ & . Sy
(http://www.act.org/research/policymakers/pdf/benchmarks. pdf

The Worldof-Work Map shows 26 career areas (groups of similar jobs) according to their basic

work tasksinvolving people, things, data and ideas. The Magtivigled into 12 regions. Each
NEIAZ2Y KIFI& | RAFFSNBYG YAE 2F g2N] Gl ajao ¢ K
shown on the Worlebf-Work Map, as well as the career area s/he selected as liking the best.

5SAONRLIIAZYAasS 05 sc&eés, oftife skillK 8nd EndvdeRde \§/BeChas probably
already developed and mastered are presented on the back of the student score report.
Additionally, suggestions for building knowledge and skills are provided.

More information is available on theaCTPLANstudent site(http://www.actstudent.org/plan)/).
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PLAN School Reports

Every school testing with PLAN will receive a School Profile Summary ,Répolt beginning

with the 2009administrationindudes the College Readiness Standards Report, Presentation
Packet ancearly Intervention Rosters. Additionally, each school will receive an Item Response
Summary Repornd a PLAN to AP Potential School Roster

PLANSchool Profile Summary Report

ThePLANProfile Summary RepofAppendix Ejs a multitable summary of the aggregated test
results and seffeported student information. This report includes all student records scored
except those who took PLAN with extended time. The PLAN School Profiea8uiReport
features the following information:

[ 2YLI NR&2Y 2F a0dzRSydGaQ LISNF2NXIFyYyOS gAGK Y
e Detailed presentation of PLAN performance in each of the four test areas and subscore
areas
¢ Breakdown of PLAN performance by gended aacial/ethnic background
e Summary of current career plans, sedported needs for help and educational
aspirations of students

PLANPresentation Packet (part dbchoolProfile Summary Report)

The Presentation Packet includes-o#ige, black and whiteharts displaying aggregate PLAN
results.

PLANEarly Intervention Rostes(part of SchoolProfile Summary Report)
Thesefour reports list the names of students who may warrant special intervention:

e Studenswho reported that they do not plan to completegh school or have no post
high school educational plans
e Students who expressed a need in one or more of the following selected areas:
o0 Making plans for education, career and work after high school
Improving writing skills
Improving reading speed and compension
Improving study skills
Improving mathematical skills
Improving computer skills
o Improving public speaking skills
e Students who earned a PLAN Composite Score of 16 or higher, but reported that they do
not plan to attend college

o O O o0 o
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e Students who reportedhat they plan to attnd college, but earned a PLAbN@osite
Score of 15 or lower, or do not plan to take college core coursework

ACT College Readiness Standards Report (paBobioolProfile Summary Report)

The ACT College Readiness Standards Repoperidix E, page 4) shows the percent of

students in each ACT College Readiness Standards score rdifjel 8115, 1619, 2023, 2427

and 2832). The score rangesvhich are linked to the ACT College Readiness Standards
describe what studentscoringin various score ranges are likely to know and to be able to do,
and reflect the progression and complexity of skills iche®LAN test. ACT has developed

interpretive guides to use with this repo€onnecting College Readiness Standards in the
Classroomvyww.act.org/standard/quides/plar).

PLANItem-Response Summary Report

The ltemResponse Summary eport (Appendix F)LINE A RSa AYTF2NXI GA2Y
performance by item. The results are categorized ést,tby subscore and by content area.
Comparisons are made to the performance of other students who took the same form of the
test. The following information is provided:

e Percentage of students who selected the correct response

Percentage of students whselected the incorrect response

Percentage of students who did not answer an item

Average percentage of students who responded correctly to the items in a content area
Performance of reference groups

PLAN: Predictions of AP Success

The School Roster gpendix G) provides a list of students and identifies those who have
LROGSYGALE (G2 0SS adz00Saa¥dAd Ay &aStSOGSR 't 02
research linking PLAN scores to success in selected AP coursddsiggd’LAN to Identify

Studenn Readiness for Rigorous Courses in High Schwool additional information

(http://www.act.org/research/policymakers/pdf/UsingPlan.pdf
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PLANCounty Reports

The PLAN Countyrofile Summary Reporincludes a Presentation Pack&arly Intervention
Rostersand, beginmg with the 2009 administratigrnincludes the College Readiness Standards
Report. Additionally, eacbountywill receive a Item Response Summary Repand a PLAN

to AP Potential County RosteCounty Test Coordinators will receive all reports on a CD.

PLANData File (CD)

e PDE of PLAN County Profile Summary Report, County Item Response Report, School
Profile Summary Reports, School Item Response Report
e PLANdata fie in .csv format

PLANCounty Profile Summary Report

The Profile Summary RepofAppendix E)s a multitable summary of the aggregated test
results and selffeported student information. This report includes all student records scored
except those whdook PLANwith extended time. The PLAGbuntyProfile Summary Report
features the following information:

[ 2YLI NR&a2y 2F aGdzZRSydaQ LISNF2NNIYyOS gA0GK y
¢ Detailed presentation of PLAN performance in each of the four test arahsuscore
areas

e Breakdown of PLAN performance by gender and racial/ethnic background
e Summary of current career plans, sedported needs for help and educational
aspirations of students

PLANCounty Presentation Packet

The Presentation Packet includedlfpage, black and white charts displaying aggregate PLAN
results.

ACT College Readiness Standards Report (paPLgfNProfile Summary Report)

The ACT College Readiness Standards Report (Appendix E, page 4) shows the percent of
students in each ACT gk Readiness Standards score rangg2(11315, 1619, 2023, 2427
and 2832). The score rangeahichare linked to the ACT College Readiness Standards
describe what studentscoringin various score ranges are likely to know and to be able to do,
and reflect the progression and complexity of skills in each PLAN test. ACT has developed
Connecting College Readiness Standards in the Classkwomact.org/standard/quides/plaf)
interpretive guides taise with this report.
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ltem-Response Summary Report

CKAAd NBLRZNI LINPOARSAE AYTF2NXNIGA2Y 2y addzZRSydaQ
by test, by subscore and by content area. Comparisons are made to the performance of other
students who tok the same form of the test. The following information is provided:

e Percentage of students who selected the correct response

e Percentage of students who selected the incorrect response

e Percentage of students who did not answer an item

e Average percentagefetudents who responded correctly to the items in a content area
e Performance of reference groups

PLAN: Predictions of AP Success

The County Roster (Appendix H) provides the number of students by sahdatiountywho

have potential to be successfulinSt SOGSR 't O2dz2NESa o6l aSR dzRy
research linking PLAN scores to success in selected AP coursddsiggd’LAN to Identify
Student Readiness for Rigorous Courses in High Sdbooladditional information

(http://www.act.org/research/policymakers/pdf/UsingPlan.pdf
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ACT College Readiness Standards
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ACT College Readiness Standards

The ACT College Readiness Standas#se developed in response tthe need for better
information about student achievement and to answer the oftesked question, What does a

given scoreon EXPLORE, PLAN or the ACT really mean? The Standards serve as a direct link
between what students have learned, what they are readyetrn next and what they must

learn before leaving high school in order to be prepared for coltegecareer

The ACT Colleg Readiness Standards are deddjl researckhased descriptions of the
knowledge and skills associated with what students delyt to know anddo based on their
EXPLORE, PLAN and ACT test scores. For each conterEagiah, mathematics, reading and
science¢ ACT College Readiness Standards are provided for six score ranges along a scale
common to EXPLOREZ3), PLAN ¢B2) and the ACT (26).

The common score scale ensures that skills associated with each score range are identical
regardless of the test used to obtain the score. SiteeEXPLORE, PLAN and ACT programs
YSIFadz2NBE aGdzZRSy (aQ LINE 3 NBesStandards are umiBafive A O RS PSE 2

Additionally, the Standards are an effective tool for enhancing student learning based on test
scores that students earn. THdeas for Pogressc brief descriptions of learning experiences
from which students might benefg complement the Standards.

¢KS LRSFa F2NJ t NPINBaa LINPYGARS &dZaA3SadSR | OG7
and skills in English, mathematics, reading and science. ldeas for Progress have been developed

for the six score ranges {12, 1315, 1619, 2023, 2427, 2832) and are organized by content

strand (e.g., expressions, equations and inequalities in mathemati€sj. additional

information seewww.act.org/standard

The suggested learning activitipsovide links between the Standards in one score range and
those in the next higher score rangeThe ideas for progressing to the next score range

demonstrate ways that information learned from standardized test results can be used to
make datadriven classroominstructional decisions.
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ACT College Readiness Benchmarks

ACT has developed reseatishsed College Readiness Benchmatores(see Tablel) that

predictwith a high probabilitya i dzZRSy (i & Q

& defedtdeadng doyrseOtBat stufeBtS

typically take during their first year of college. The ACT College Readiness Benchmark scores are
early indicators of probable readiness for collelgeel work or the workplace by the time the
student graduates from gh school.

Relationships between subject test scores and grades in these courses were anahygiesh
Composition, College Algebra and Biology are the first clegiiting courses most commonly

taken by firstyear college students.

Course placemerdtad also show that reading

achievement is most closely aligned with success in chesditing social science coussi
college. The Benchmark3able 1)represent a criterion for success fortgpical student at a
I NB de/Reddiaess/Berictimérksr more information
(http://www.act.org/research/policymakers/pdf/benchmarks.pdf

typical college See? K I (i

Tablel: EXPLORE, PLAN andAl@T College Readiness Benchmark Scores

Test College EXPLORE| PLAN | ACT Test
Course or | Test Score Test Score

Course Area Score

English English 13 15 18
Composition

Mathematics College 17 19 22
Algebra

Reading Social 15 17 21
Sciences

Science Biology 20 21 24

Reseach services provided by ACHhue allowed the creation of @ extensive database
consisting of course grade and tesstore data from a large number of fingtar students across
a wide range opostsecondary institutions. These data provide an overall measure of what it
takes to be suassful in selected firsgear college courses.

I/ ¢Qa

/ 2ttS3S wSIFRAySaa

. SYOKYI Ny a |

NE SYLIANA

of students in collegeData from 98 institutions and over 90,000 students were used to
establish the Benchmarks.

Researchers at ACfbund that gudents scoring at the AGJollege Readine®&enchmark Scores

have a 50% chance efrninga B or a 75% chance afC in freshman English, biology, college
algebra and/or social science coursestudents who meet a Benchmark &XPLORE or PLAN

are likely to have approximately this same chance of earning such a grade in the corresponding
college course(s) by the time they graduate high school.

25


http://www.act.org/research/policymakers/pdf/benchmarks.pdf

The ACTCollege Readiness Benchmarks for EXPLORE and PLAN were debglopet)
approximately150,000 records of students who had taken EXPLORE, PLAN, and the ACT. First,
the probabilities at each EXPLORE and PLAN test score point associated with meeting the
appropriate Benchmark for the ACT were estimated. Then, the EXPLORE and d?Is&brds

were identifiedin English, reading, mathematics and science that corresponded most closely to

a 50 percent probability of success at meeting each of the four Benchmarks gis¢éabfor the

ACT

The EXPLORE, PLAN and ACT Benchmark Scoresntefie@sainimum test scores students
need to achieve on these tests to be on track for success in college or the worlgdace
determined by ACT researcheiBhis information can be used to identify students who are on
track or who are likely to be succesisitu freshman level college courses or in the workplace.

Middle schoolsand high schools can use tHEXPLORE and PLBEnchmarks as a means of

SOl tdzZ GAy3a aiddzRSyidaQ Sl diwerk readiRessNg ahat tietys | NR
interventions can be made wén necessary, or as aeducational counseling or career
planning tool. The results from EXPLORE and PLAN can be used to help students make
adjustments in their coursework to help ensure that they are prepared for what they want to

do after high schoal
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Using PLAN to Identify Students with Potential
to Take Rigorous Course
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Using PLAN to Identify Students with Potential to Take Rigorous Caurse

In 2009, ACT released findings of a studlsing PLAN to Identify Student Readiness ifyorBus

Courses in High Scho@ittp://www.act.org/research/policymakers/pdf/UsingPlan.pdwhich
SEIFYAYSR (GKS NBtlGA2yaKAL 2F &aidzRSy (céutzesd 02 NB &
Results from the study showed that PLAN test scores are good predictors of success in AP
courses, as defined by receiving a score of 3 or higher (or 4 or higher) on the appropriate AP
exam.

All AP scores were correlated with PLAN composite s@rdgshe corresponding PLAN subject

area scores: AP English and social studies scores were correlated with PLAN English and reading
test scores, and AP mathematics and science were correlated with PLAN mathematics and
science scores. Additionally, aveeagLAN English and reading, and mathematics and science
scores were created for each student and correlated with relevant AP Exam scores.

In Table 2, PLAN scores corresponding to a 50% chance of earning a 3 or higher AP score are in
the column shaded pinkThe scores in the column shaded gray correspond to a éit¥bceof

earnng a score of 3 or higher.c&@es in the last column represent the scores that correspond

to a 50%chanceof scoring a 4 or higher.

Table 2: PLAN Scores Associated with Sele&BdExam Scores

PLAN Scores
3 or Higher AP 4 or Higher
Score AP Score
AP Exam PLAN Tests 50% 75% 50%
Biology Avg. Mathematics & Scienc{ 23 26 26.5
Calculus AB Avg. Mathematics & Scienc{ 22.5 25.5 25.5
Calculus BC Avg. Mathematics & Scienc 21 24.5 25
Chemistry Avg. Mathematics & Scienc{ 24.5 27.5 28
English Language and| Avg. English & Reading 21.5 24 26
Compositions
English Literature and Avg. English & Reading 21.5 24 26.5
Composition
European History Avg. English & Reading 21.5 24.5 27
Govenment and Politics| Avg. English & Reading 22 25.5 26.5
Comparative
Government and Politicy  Avg. English & Reading 22.5 26 27
United States
Macroeconomics Avg. Mathematics & Scienc 24 27.5 27
Microeconomics Avg. Mathematics & Scienc 22 26 26.5
Physcs B Avg. Mathematics & Scienc{ 23.5 26.5 27
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PLAN Scores

3 or Higher AP | 4 or Higher
AP Exam PLAN Tests Score AP Score
50% 75% 50%
Physics C: Electricity | Avg. Mathematics & Scienc 23 27.5 26
and Magnetism
Physics C: Mechanics | Avg. Mathematics &Science] 22.5 25.5 25.5
Psychology Avg. English & Reading 19 22.5 22.5
Statistics Avg. Mathematics & Scienc{ 22.5 24.5 25.5
U.S. History Avg. English & Reading 22.5 26 26.5
World History Avg. English & Reading 22 25 26
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County/SchoolLevel Preparation Options
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Step 1:County/Schoolevel Preparation Process

Timeline:
February/March

County/school will decide the structure to be used to review EXPLORE and PLAN data for
content areas/grade levels/subgroup in a system wide approach.

Principals

Department heads/Instructionahders

School counselors

Academic coaches

Grade level teams

Core teams (e.g., reading/language arts, mathematics and science)
Block teams (teachers assigned to block)

Curriculum teams

Focus teams (e.g., High Schools That Work, Making Middle Schools Work)
LSIC

Other school administrators

Other

OOooooOooOooogooo™m
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Step2: Data Analysis

Timeline: TBD

Utilizing EXLORE Reports for Instructional Planning, to Improve Student Performance and for
Scheduling Courses

[0 I I A O

Utilizing EXPLORE Student Score Report to describe Student Performance
Interpreting EXPLORE Student Scores and PROMISE Scholarship Requirements
Communicatigp EXPLORE Results to Parents
Utilizing EXPLORE Profile Summary Report to
o Analyze Student Performance
o Examine Studentsd Educational Pl ans
0o Examine Student Needs
o Examine College/Workplace Readiness of Students
Utilizing the EXPLORE Item ResponSeimmary to Aalyze Student Performance in
o English
o Mathematics
o Reading
o Science

Utilizing PLANReports for Instructional Planningo Improve Student Performance and for
Scheduling Courses

I 0 I B O

Utilizing PLAN Student Score Report to describe Student Performance
Interpreting PIAN Student Scores and PROMISE Scholarship Requirements
Communicating PLAN Results to Parents
Utilizing PLAN Profile Summary Report to
0 Analyze Student Performance
o Examine Studentsd Educational Pl ans
0o Examine Student Needs
o Examine College/Workplace Readine$sStudents
Utilizing the PLAN Item Responsgummary to Analyze Student Performance in
o English
o Mathematics
0 Reading
o0 Science
Utilizing PLAN Student Results to determine Potential to be Successful in AP and other
Rigorous Courses
Utilizing School/County AP Gurse Roster to Examine Students with AP Potential
versus AP Course Enrollments
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Utilizing EXPLORE Reports for Instructional
Planning, to Improve Student Performance and for
Scheduling Courses
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Utilizing EXPLORE Student Score Reépor
Descibe Student Performance

Purpose:¢ 2 LINP PGARS aGdzRSyida FyR LI NByila sgAGK | &
EXPLORE (knowledge and skills in English, mathematics, reading and science), high school
course plans, collegand/or careerreadiness, reportd needs, plans for after high school and

career possibilities.

Directions:

e Provide each student with his/her EXPLORE Score Report and his/her EXPLORE test
book.

e Explain the format and the different sections of the report in language that the student
can urderstand.

e Discuss with each student his/her score for each content area (English, mathematics,
reading and science) and the composite score.

e Discuss with each student his/her estimated PLAN composite score range.

e Discuss with each student how the coursedshe is planning on taking in high school
compare to the West Virginia requirements for graduation, the ACT recommended
minimum set of high school college preparation courses (ACT core courses) and his/her
career area preference.

0 Ask each student to eiqre the career area they chose to determine if his/her
educational plans will be adequate academic preparation for this career.

0 Ask each student to determine how their academic performance in English,
mathematics, reading and science compares to the AGllegé Readiness
Benchmark scores for EXPLORE.

e Discuss with each student how to address his/her reported needs and who to contact
for assistance.

e Ask the students to compare their selected career areas with the career areas identified
by the Interest Invetory.

e Explain how to interpret and utilize the information on the back of the Score Report.

e Ask students to mark the responses they selected for each test question in their
EXPLORE test books and if the response was incorrect, to indicate the correaseespo

Next steps:

e Encourage discussion among teacher, student and parent/guardian of the scores,
educational plans and career information.

e 'GAfTATS GKA& NBLRNI Fa | (22t ¥F2N FaasSa
for determining ways to immve his/her future academic performance.

e Utilize thisreport with the student to developis/her fiveyear plan and selea career

cluster.

PGAETATS GKAEA NBLRNI 6KSYy (kdrieddd® 2t | RRNBa

Qx

Ay
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Interpreting EXPLORE Student Score and
PROMISE Scholarship Requirements

Materials: EXPLOREDollege Readiness Benchmark ScdPEOMISE Scholarship Requirements
chart and colored pencils/highlighters/crayons/etc.

Directions:

Step 1. Locate your EXPLORE scameghe following chart Color the blocks matching your
scores in English, mathenied, reading, and sciencand your composite score.
Write the name of the color in the appropriate space.

Step 2: Locate your estimate®PLANcomposite score range. Color, with a different cotbe
blocks matching the scores in your estim&eANcomposite score range. Write the
name of the color in the appropriate space.

Step 3: Optional. Locate admission requirements for postsecondary program(s) (e.g.,
community college, vocational trainingellege, etc.) or requirements for courses you
are considering pursuing after graduation from high school. Color, vitiréicolor,
the blocks matching the scores. Write the name(s) of the color and describe the
requirements at the bottom of the page.

West Virginia PROMISE Scholarship Program
PROMISE (Providing Real Opportunities for Maximiziu&jate Student Excellence) is a merit

based scholarship program designed to make college affordable to all qualified West Virginia
students. The program prodes West Virginia high school graduates meeting certain
requirements, a full tuition scholarship to a state college or university in West Virginia or an
equivalent amount to an kstate private college See the West Virginia Higher Education Policy
Commssion for more information about the PROMISE Scholarship Program
(http://wvhepcnew.wvnet.edu/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=65&Itemid=0/h

ome.aspy.

ACTCollege Readiness Benchmark Scoees early indicators ofi U dzR $kglyi su€zess in
collegelevel work. A benchmark score is the minimum score needed on an ACT salpgect

test to indicate thata student hasa 50% chance of obtaining adB higher or about a 75%
chance of obtaining a C or higher in the corresponding citeshiring college courses, which
include English Composition, Algebra, Social Science and Biology. These scores were empirically
derived based on the actual performancestdidents in collegeSee Table 3.
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Table3: EXPLORE, PLAN andAl@T College Readiness Benchmark Scores

Test College EXPLORE| PLAN | ACT Test
Course or | Test Score Test Score

Course Area Score

English English 13 15 18
Composition

Mathematics College 17 19 22
Algebra

Reading Social 15 17 21
Sciences

Science Biology 20 21 24
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EXPLORE: ACT College Readiness Benchmark Scores and PROMISE Scholarship Requirements

English 8 9 10|11 12|13 14 161718 19 20| 21|22 23|24 |25 26|27 28 29|30 31 /32 33 34 35|36
Mathematics | 8 | 9 | 10| 11| 12|13 14 15| 16|17 18 2012122 23|24 25|26|27 28 29 30 31 32 33|34|35 36
Reading 8 9|10 111213 /14|15 16 181920 21|22 | 23|24 25|26|27 28 29 30 31 32 33|34 35 36
20
Science 8 9|10 11 12 13 /14|15 16 17 18 19 2223|2425 26|27 28 29 30|31 32 33|34|35 36
20
Composite | 8 | 9 |10 11 12 13|14|15 16|17 18 19 20 21|22 23 242526 27 28 29 30|31 32 33|34 35 36

Note: The range for EXPLORE scores i2%, the range for PLAN is-32 and the rang®r the ACT is 136.
Gold - EXPLORE College Readiness Benchmark Scores

Blue- PLAN College Readiness Benchmark Scores

Green- ACT College Readiness Benchmark Scores

Pink- 2010PROMISE Scholarship requirements

- EXPLORESscore esults

- Estimated PLANcomposite scoreange

- Postsecondary requirements for

Student Name:
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Communicating EXPLORE Results to Parents

Directions: Modify letter as appropriate Print on school lettehead paper Assist students in
completing the letter using their EXPLORE student results. Share with parent(s)/guardian(s).

Dear Parent/Guardian(s)

L G221 !'/¢Qa 9-t[hw9 I aasé&alyBEXPUORE measdrdayy & OK 2 2
knowledge and skills in English, mathematics, reading, and science.

For EXPLORE, all of the scores are between 1 (lowest possible score) and 25 (highest possible
score). My score is not the number of questions that | answered correctly. ACT EX&ke3RE t

the number of questions with correct answers and transldtesm into a scale score (a number
between 1 and 25)My Composite Score is the average of my scores for English, mathematics,
reading, and science.

EXPLORE tests therasubject areas afoes the ACPLAN 18 grade assessment and the ACT
College Admission Test. Because of this, my scores on EXPLORE can be used to predict how | will
perform on PLAN and the ACT, assuming that | continue to work hard in my classes and take
challenging course

ACT has established benchmarks for college readiness. These benchmarks were developed in
collaboration with colleges and universities across the country. We can use these benchmarks
to gauge if | am on track to be successful either in college orah wijen | graduate from high

a0Kz22f o LT Y& &a02NB Aa aldé 2NJ al amdBack I/ 2
to be successful in college in that subject area or in a job using those skills. If my score is
GoStz2eé¢ |/ 2t f SR Soar§, lthRréd gfeSsiighestiorss e ikack of my score

report of what | can do to improve my knowledge and skills in that subject area before |
graduate.

L KIFI®S t221S8SR |G Y& {O02NB wSLER2NI Ay GKS o62E
scores ad how they compare to the College Readiness Benchmark Scores.

My English scores and it is (below, at, or above) the College Readiness
Benchmark Score for English.

My mathematics score is and it is (below, at, or above) the College
Readiness Benchmark Score for mathematics.

My reading scords and it is (below, at, or above) the College Readiness
Benchmark Score for reading.
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My science scorés and it is(below, at, or above) the College Readiness
Benchmark Score facience.

My score report has suggestions on how | can improve my knowledge and skills in the content
areas, no matter what mgXPLOREcores areat this time Also, my score report has an
estimate of what myPLAN compositecore will be. We can use thigarmation to see if | am

on track to be eligible for the PROMISE Scholarship.

The PROMISE (Providing Real Opportunities for Maximizk8jate Student Excellence
Scholarship approved by the Legislature in 1999, offers each West Virginia high school
graduate who meets the criteria full tuition at a state college or university. Studentiugtang

from high school in 201@ill need to have an ACT composite score of 22 and a minimum score
of 20 n English, mathematics, readiagd science.

| indicated thatl am interested in pursuing a career in . This does/does not
match the career area that matches my interests. To plan for what | will do after | graduate
from high school, | need your help in (selecting a college, planningniiog jihe
workforce).

I/ ¢LQBQA |, 2 dzNJ Cdzii dzNB Y has agbfonad igfaizhdtiod astodsthevd wS a
EXPLORE website for studentsviv.explorestudent.ory} Please contact my school counselor if

you have questionsor need additional information about my EXPLORE results or the
requirements for a PROMISE scholarship.

Sincerely,

{GdzRSyGQa bl YS$
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Utilizingthe EXPLORErofile Summary Reportio
Analyze Student Performance

School: County: Year:

Directions: Locate Table la of the EXPLORE Profile Summary Report (p. 2). Record the local
and national mean for each academic test/subtest. Compare the local mean to the national
mean and to the ACT Colledgeeadiness Benchmark scores. Identify school areas of strength
(+) that are equal to or above the national mean and/or the ACT College Readiness EXPLORE
Benchmark Score. Identify school areas in need of improvemeittifat fall below the
national meanand/or the ACT College Readiness EXPLORE Benchmark Scores.

Academic Local Mean National Mean ACT College Strengths (+)
Test/Subtest Readiness and

EXPLORE Weaknesses-|

Benchmark Score

English 13

Usage/Mechanics
(Table 1b)

Rhetorical SK#

(Table 1b)
Mathematics 17
Reading 15
Science 20
Composite
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UtiIizingEhe EXPLORErofile Summary Reportio
O9EFYAYS {(dzRSy(iaQ 9RdzOF GA2Y I €

School: County: Year:

Directions: Locate Table 3 of the EXBRE Profile Summary Report (p.68Complete the three

O2f dzvyya o0St260 52 GKS YSIy 02YLRAaAAGS &a02NBa
example, does the mean composite score meet or exceed college entrangeinements for

West Virginia colleges and universities for those planning on attending college? Are the
studentswho plan to attendcollege taking at least the recommended ACT core course?

Number of Percent Planning
Educational Plans ACT CollegyCore
Students
Course Work

Mean Composite
Score

Do not plan to finish high school

No training planned after high
school

Job training in the military
services

Apprentice/job training

CareefTechnical schools

2-year/junior college

4-year college/university

Graduate/Professional studies

Undecided

Other plans

No response
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Utilizingthe EXPLORE Profile Summary Report to
Examine Student Needs

School: County: Year:

Directions: Locate Table 4 of the EIXPRE Profile Summary Report (p.6Record the number

of students who responded to the Needs Assessment (Block L on the EXPLORE answer folder),
the number of students expressing a need for additional hatpone of theidentified areas

and the percent ofstudents indicating that they need additional helpldentify (\) the area(s)

with the greatest number/percent of students needing help.

Need Area Number of Number of Percent of Areas of
Students Students Students Greatest
Responding| Expressing a| Expressing a| { U dzR S

Need forHelp | Need for Help| Need

Exploring options
after high school

Improving writing
skills

Improving reading
speed or
comprehension

Improving study
skills

Improving
mathematics sKls

Improving computer
skills

Improving public
speaking skills
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Utilizing the EXPLORE Profile Summary Report to
Examine the College/Workplace Readiness of Students

Directions: Locate Tablécon page4 of the Profile Summary Report (Agmdix B). Complete

the following chart. Compare the results of the school to the ACT College Readiness
Benchmarks and county/state performance. Highlight any Local (school) result at or below
the state/national results.

EXPLORE Tested Students
Al local data can be found in the EXPLORE Profile Summary Report.

High School/District Name:

Grade:
EXPLORE College

EXPLORE Mean Scores Readiness

EXPLORE score scale 1-25 Benchmarks* Local State National
English 13

Math 17

Reading 15

Science 20

Composite IN/A

Measuring College Readiness: ACTs College Readiness Benchmarks

*The EXPLORE college readiness benchmark scores are based on the ACT benchmarks. They reflect
students’ expected growth from EXPLORE to PLAN to the ACT and assume sustained academic effort
throughout high school. The EXPLORE benchmark scores associated with a 50 percent chance of
earning a B or better and approximately a 75 percent chance of earning a C or better in the
corresponding college course(s) by the time they graduate from high schoal.

Percent of Students Ready for

College-Level Coursework

To calculate the percentage of local EXPLORE-tested studenis
fing Collage R Stz . locate the figure

immediately befow CP (Cumulative Percent at or below) that

correfates with benchmark for each individual subject area and i

subtract it from a hundred. Local State National

English Benchmark Score =13

Math Benchmark Score = 17

Reading Benchmark Score = 15

Science Benchmark Score = 20

Percent of Students in College Readiness Standards (CRS) Score Ranges

ACT's College Readiness Standards are sets of statements intended to help students, parents and
educators understand the meaning of test scores. The standards relate test scores to the types of skills
needed for success in high school and beyond.

English Math Reading Science

CRS Range Local State Local State Local State Local State

24 to 25

20 to 23

16 to 19

1310 15

1to 12
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Utilizing the EXPLOREAglishitem Response Summary to
Analyze Student Performance

Directions: Complete the chart using the EXPLORE Item Response Summary Report for
English. Compare the percent of students at your school/county who chose the correct
answer comparedo the percent ofstudents in the reference group. ldentify items with %

correct at or above the % correct of reference group. ldentify items with % correct that fall
0St26 GKS NBFTFSNBYyOS 3INEP dzL)X) docatdhbldeddNMichysiabd a 2 NJ ¢ S
weaknessWhat type of items are these? Where are these items located in the test?

0, 0
English % WV /o WV ARGE Strength (+) or

Item Number Correct Response Omitting GroupCorrect Weakness+)
Response Response

1
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English
Item Number

% WYV Correct
Response

% WV
Omitting
Response

% Reference
GroupCorrect
Response

Strength (+) or
Weakness+)

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40
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Utilizing the EXPLORE Mathematics Item Response Summary to
Analyze Student Performance

Directions: Complete the chié using the EXPLORE Item Response Summary Report for
Mathematics Compare the percent of students at your school/county who chose the correct

answer comparedo the percent of students in the reference group. Identify items with %

correct at or above theé% correct of reference group. Identify items with % correct that fall
0St26 GKS NBFTFSNBYyOS 3INEP dzL)) docadhelFe@sNovichysliosa 2 NJ ¢ S
weakness.What type of items are these? Where are these items located in the test?

0, 0
Math % WV /o WV ARGE Strength (+) or

Item Number Correct Response Omitting GroupCorrect Weakness+)
Response Response
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Math ltem
Number

% WYV Correct
Response

% WV
Omitting
Response

% Reference
GroupCorrect
Response

Strength (+) or
Weakness+)

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

a7




Utilizing the EXPLARReading Item Response Summary to
Analyze Student Performance

Directions: Complete the chart using the EXPLORE Item Response Summary Report for
Reading Compare the percent of students at your school/county who chose the correct
answer comparedo the percent of students in the reference group. Identify items with %
correct at or above the % correct of reference group. ldentify items with % correct that fall
0St 26 0GKS NBTSNEByYOB wekNBitted)) 3 ocatdSheTiemslivhicly show a
weakness. What type of items are these? Where are these items located in the test?

0, 0
Reading Item % WV /o WV ARGE Strength (+) or

Number Correct Response Omitting LI, Weakness+)
Response Response
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Reading Item
Number

% WV
Correct Response

% WV
Omitting
Response

% Reference
GroupCorrect
Response

Strength (+) or
Weakness+)

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30
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Utilizing the EXPLORE Science ltem Response Summary to
Analyze Student Performance

Directions: Complete the chart using the EXPLORE Item Response Summary Report for
Science Canpare the percent of students at your school/county who chose the correct

answer comparedo the percent of students in the reference group. Identify items with %

correct at or above the % correct of reference group. ldentify items with % correct thit fa
0St26 GKS NBFTSNBYyOS 3 NIitexl]) docadSheTremblivhiclyshév a2 NJ ¢ S
weakness.What type of items are these? Where are these items located in the test?

0, 0
Science Item % WV /o WV ORGIECLS Strength (+) or

Number Correct Response Omitting LI, Weakness+)
Response Response
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Science
Item Number

% WYV Correct
Response

% WVOmitting
Response

% Reference
GroupCorrect
Response

Strength (+) or
Weakness+)

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

51







Utilizing PLANReports for Instructional Planning,
to Improve Student Performance and for
Sdeduling Courses
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Utilizing PLAN Student Score Repstb Describe Student Performance

Purpose:¢ 2 LINE A RS aGdzRSyida FyR LI NByila sAGK |
PLAN(knowledge and skills in English, mathematics, reading and scidngk)school course
plans, college readiness, reported needs, plans for after high schacter possibilitieand
suggestions for improving skills

Directions:

e Provide each student with his/her PLAN Score Report and his/her PLAN test book.

¢ Explain the fomat and the different sections of the report in language that the student
can understand.

e Discuss with each student his/her score for each content area (English, mathematics,
reading and science) and the composite score.

e Discuss with each student his/hestimated PLAN compaosite score range.

e Discuss with each student how the courses he/she is planning on taking in high school
compare to the West Virginia requirements for graduation, the ACT recommended
minimum set of high school college preparation cosr$&CT core courses) and his/her
career area preference.

0 Ask each student to explore the career area they chose to determine if his/her
educational plans will be adequate academic preparation for this career.

0 Ask each student to determine how their acadenperformance in English,
mathematics, reading and science compares to the ACT College Readiness
Benchmark scores for PLAN.

e Discuss with each student how to address his/her reported needs and who to contact
for assistance.

e Explain how to interpret the Watof-Work Map.Ask the students to compare their
selected career areas with the career areas identified by the Interest Inventory

e Explain how to interpret and utilize the information on the back of the Score Report.

e Ask students to mark the responses thaslected for each test question in their PLAN
test books and if the response was incorrect, to indicate the correct response.

e Use the LINKS Grade 10 Lesson¢lACT PLAN Results. (See LINKS Lé&tmas
http://wvde.state.wv.us/counselors/links/advisors/lesseptans.html)

Next steps:

e Encourage discussion among teacher, student and parent/guardian of the scores,
educational plans and career information.
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e Utilizethisreportag (22t FT2NJ I daSaaiayda (GKS addzRSyidQ
for determining ways to improve his/her future academic performance.
e Utilize this reportto reviewhigher five-year plan and explorpostsecondary options for
continued education opossille careers
e 'GAfTATS GKAA NBLRNI ¢6KSy (féfortedidedd. 2f I RRNB A
Interpreting PLAN Student Scores and
PROMISE Scholarship Requirements

Materials: PLAN ACT Cdétge Readiness Benchmark Scord3ROMISE Scholarship
Requirementgshart and colored pencils/highlighters/crayons/etc.

Directions

Step 1: Locate your PLAN scores. Color the blocks matching your scores in English,
mathematics, reading, and sciene@d your composite score. Write the name of the
color in the appropriatespace.

Step 2: Locate your estimated ACT composite score range. Color, with a different color, the
blocks matching the scores in your estim&t#®CT composite score range. Write the
name of the color in the appropriate space.

Step 3: Optional. Locate amission requirements for postsecondary program(s) (e.g.,
community college, vocational training, college, etc.) or requirements for courses
that you anticipate taking your freshman year of college. Color, withird color,
the blocks matching the scose Write the name of the color and describe the
admission requirements at the bottom of the page.

West Virginia PROMISE Scholarship Program
PROMISE (Providing Real Opportunities for Maximizi&jate Student Excellence) is a merit

based scholarship progm designed to make college affordable to all qualified West Virginia
students. The program provides West Virginia high school graduates meeting certain
requirements, a full tuition scholarship to a state college or university in West Virginia or an
equivalent amount to an irstate private college See the West Virginia Higher Education Policy
Commission for more information about the PROMISE Scholarship Program
(http://wvhepcnew.wvnet.edu/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=65&Itemid=0/h

ome.asg)t.

ACTCollege Readiness Benchmark Scoege early indicators ofi (i dzR Skéglyi su€zess in
collegelevel work. A benchmark score is the minimum seareeded on an ACT subjexta

test to indicate that you have a 50% chance of obtaining a B or higher or about a 75% chance of
obtaining a C or higher in the corresponding crdmiiring college courses, which include
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English Composition, Algebra, Soctdience and Biology.These scores were empirically
derived based on the actual performance of students in college.

Table4: EXPLORE, PLAN andAl@T College Readiness Benchmark Scores

Test College EXPLORE| PLAN | ACT Test
Course or | Test Score| Test Score

Course Area Scoe

English English 13 15 18
Composition

Mathematics College 17 19 22
Algebra

Reading Social 15 17 21
Sciences

Science Biology 20 21 24
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PLAN: ACT College Readiness Benchmark Scores and PROMISE Scholarship Requirements

English 8910 1112 13|14 1617118 | 19 20|21 1 22|23 24|25 /26|2728|/29,30|31/32|33,34|35| 36
Mathematics | 8 | 9 | 10|11 12|13 14 15 16|17 |18 20121122 23| 24125|2627|28 29303132 33|3435]| 36
Reading 8 9/10/11 /12 13|14 |15 16 18119, 20|21 22 123 24| 25|/26 2728|2930 31|32|33|3435]| 36
Science 8 9/10/11|12 13|14|/15 /16 17|18|19| 20 22123124 25/26|27128|29,30|3132|33|34|35| 36
Composite 89|10/ 11|12 13|14/15|/16/17|18|19|20 21|22 23|24 25|26|27|28 /2930|3132, 33|34 35|36

Note: The range for PLAN scoreds 1-32 and the range for ACT scores is-B6.

Blue- PLAN College Readiness Benchmark Scores
Pink- 2010PROMISE Scholarship requirements
Green ACT College Readiness Benchmark Scores

- PLAN score results

- Estimated ACT comgsite scoreange
- Postsecondary requirements for

Student Name:
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Communicating?LANResults to Parents

Directions:Modify letter as appropriate Print on school lettehead paper Assist students in
completing the letter using theirPLANstudent results Share student letter with PLAN
student report with parent(s)/guardian(s).

Dear

L G221 '/¢Qa t[!b FraasSaavySyd Fd yvYe &a0Kz2d2ft RdzN.
skills in English, mathematics, reading, and science.

For PLAN, all of the scores are between 1 (lowest possible score) and 32 (highest possible
score). My score is not the number of questions that | answered correctly. ACT PLAN takes the
number of questions with correct answers and translaté®m into a scale score (a number
between 1 and 32). My Composite Score is the average of my scorEadbish, mathematics,
readingand science.

PLAN tests the same subject areas as dbesACTEXPLORE"@rade assessment and the ACT
College Admission Test. Because of this, my scores on EXPLORE predicted my PLAN results and
my PLAN results can be used to predict how | will perform on the ACT, assuming that | continue

to work hard in my classes and take chadjeng courses.

ACT has established benchmarks for college readiness. These benchmarks were developed in
collaboration with colleges and universities across the country. We can use these benchmarks
to gauge if | am on track to be successful either in geller in a job when | graduate from high

a0Kz22ft o LT Y& &a402NB A& aldé 2N alo2@S¢ | | 2f
to be successful in college in that subject area or in a job using those skills. If my score is
GoSt26é¢ I iMegstBenShth&k St@d, tRere are suggestionshe back of my score

report of what |1 can do to improve my knowledge and skills in that subject area before |
graduate.

L KIgS t221SR 4 Y& {O02NB wSLENI Ay (fyS o02E
scores andhow they compare to the College Readiness Benchmark Scores.

My English scores and it is (below, at, or above) the College Readiness
Benchmark Score for English.

My mathematics score is and it is (below, at, or above) tbellege
Readiness Benchmark Score for mathematics.

My reading scords and it is (below, at, or above) the College Readiness
Benchmark Score for reading.
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My science scorés and it is(below, at, or above) the College Readise
BenchmarkScore for science.

My score report has suggestions on how | can improve my knowledge and skills in the content
areas, no matter what mi?LANscores aret this time Also, my score report has an estimate of
what my ACT College Admissimympositewill be. We can use this information to see if | am

on track to be eligible for the PROMISE Scholarship.

The PROMISE (Providing Real Opportunities for Maximizistaten Student Excellente
Scholarship approved by the Legislature in 1999, offers each West Vardgaigh school
graduate who meets the criteria full tuition at a state college or university. Studendsigtiag

from high school in 201@ill need to have an ACT composite score of 22 and a minimum score
of 20 n English, mathematics, readiagd sciene.

| indicated that | am interested in pursuing a career in . This does/does not
match the career area that matches my interests. To plan for what | will do after | graduate
from high school, | need your help in (selecting ageditening the workforce).

I/ ¢Wstg your PLAN Resulss additional information asloes the PLAN website for
students [ittp://www.actstudent.org/plan/). Please contact my school counselor if you have
guestions or need additional information.

Sincerely,

{GdzRSy (i Qa bl YS
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Utilizingthe PLANProfile Summary Repoito
Analyze Student Performance

School: County: Year:

Directions: Locate Table la of tHRLANProfile Summary Report (p. 2). Record the local and
national mean for each academic test/subtest. Compare the local mean to the national mean
and to the ACT College Readiness Benchmark scores. ldentify school areas of strength (+) that
are equal toor above the national mean and/or the ACT College Readirfes&NBenchmark
Score. ldentify school areas in need of improvemen that fall below the national mean
and/or the ACT College ReadinedBsANBenchmark Scores.

Academic Local Mea National Mean ACT College Strengths (+)
Test/Subtest Readiness and
EXPLORE Weaknesses-|
Benchmark Score
English 15
Usage/Mechanics
(Table 1b)
Rhetorical Skills
(Table 1b)
Mathematics 19
Pre-Alg/Algebra
(Table 1b)
Geometry
(Tablelb)
Reading 17
Science 21
Composite
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Utilizingthe PLAN Profile Summary Report to
OEFYAYS {(dzRSy(iaQ 9RdzOF GA2Y I €

School: County: Year:

Directions: Locate Table 4 of theLAN Profile Summary Report (p.7). Complete the three

O2f dzvyya o0St260 52 GKS YSIy 02YLRAaAAGS &a02NBa
example, does the mean composite score meet or exceed college entrance requirements for

West Virginia colleges ah universities for those planning on attending college? Are the
studentswho plan to attendcollege taking at least the recommended ACT core course?

Number of Percent Planning
Educational Plans ACT College Cors
Students
Course Work

Mean Composite
Score

Do not plan to finish high school

No training planned after high
school

Job training in the military
services

Apprentice/job training

Career/Technical schools

2-year/junior college

4-year college/university

Graduate/Profssional studies

Undecided

Other plans

No response
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Utilizingthe PLAN Profile Summary Report to
Examine Student Needs

School: County: Year:

Directions: Locate Tabled& the EXROREProfile Summary Report (p)7 Record the number
of students who respondedo the Needs Assessment (Blockdd the PLANanswer folder),
the number of students expressing a need for additional haétpone of the identified areas
and the percent ofstudents indicating that they need additional helpldentify (\) the area(s)
with the greatest number/percent of students needing help.

Need Area Number of Number of Percent of Areas of
Students Students Students Greatest
Responding| Expressing a| Expressing a| { U dzR S

Need for Help| Need br Help Need

Exploring options
after high school

Improving writing
skills

Improving reading
speed or
comprehension

Improving study
skills

Improving
mathematics skills

Improving computer
skills

Improving public
speaking skills
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Utilizing the PLAN Profile Summary Report to Examine the
College/Workplace Readiness of Students

Directions: Locate Tabléc on page 4f the PLANProfile Summary Report (Appendi.
Complete the following chart.Compare the results of the school to the ACT College
Readiness Benchmarks and county/state performanddighlight any Local (schdpresults at
or below the county, state onational results

PLAN Tested Students
All local data can be found in the PLAN Profile Summary Report.

High School/District Name:

Grade:
PLAN College
PLAN Mean Scores Readiness
PLAN score scale 1-32 Benchmarks* Local State National
English 15
Math 19
Reading 17
Science 21
Composite /A

Measuring College Readiness: ACT's College Readiness Benchmarks

*The PLAN college readiness benchmark scores are based on the ACT benchmarks. They reflect
students’ expected growth from EXPLORE to PLAN to the ACT and assume sustained academic effort
throughout high school. The PLAN benchmark scores associated with a 50 percent chance of eaming
a B or better and approximately a 75 percent chance of earning a C or better in the corresponding
college course(s) by the time they graduate from high school.

Percent of Students Ready for
College-Level Coursework

To cafcwlate the percentage of local PLAN tested students
meeting College Readiness Standards, locate the figure
immediately below CP {Cumulative Percent at or below) that
correfates with benchmark for each individual subject area and
subiract it from a hundred. Local State National

English Benchmark Score = 15

Math Benchmark Score = 19

Reading Benchmark Score = 17

Science Benchmark Score = 21

Percent of Students in College Readiness Standards (CRS) Score Ranges

ACT's College Readiness Standards are sets of statements intended to help students, parents and
educators understand the meaning of test scores. The standards relate test scores to the types of skills
needed for success in high school and beyond.

English Math Reading Science

CRS Range Local State Local State Local State Local State

28 to 32

24 to 27

20 to 23

16 to 19

1310 15

1to 12
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Utilizing the PLAN English Item Response Summary to
AnalyzeStudent Performance

Directions: Complete the chart using tHeLANItem Response Summary Report for English.
Compare the percent of students at your school/county who chose the correct answer
comparedto the percent of students in the reference groupddntify items with % correct at

or above the % correct of reference group. ldentify items with % correct that fall below the
NEFTSNBYOS 3INERIZLIQ& LIS NJF IbdadéheyitednS wiichidhanwaMBakrn2sg.A (0 G S R
What type of items are these? Wheraathese items located in the test?

0, 0
English % WV /o WV ARGE Strength (+) or

Item Number Correct Response Omitting GroupCorrect Weakness+)
Response Response
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English
Item Number

% WV Correct
Response

% WV
Omitting
Response

% Reference
GroupCorrect
Response

Strength (+) or
Weakness+)

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46
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50
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Utilizing the PLANMathematics Item Response Summary to
Analyze StudenPerformance

Directions: Complete the chart using th®LAN Item Response Summary Report for
Mathematics Compare the percent of students at your school/county who chose the correct
answer comparedo the percent of students in the reference group. Idefyt items with %
correct at or above the % correct of reference group. ldentify items with % correct that fall
0St 26 0GKS NBTSNEByY OcfweribiitetJ) 3 ocatdSheIiemslivhicly shd@v a
weakness.What type of items are these? Where arbdse items located in the test?

0, 0
Math % WV /o WV ARGE Strength (+) or

Item Number Correct Response Omitting GroupCorrect Weakness+)
Response Response

1
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Math
Item Number

% WV Correct
Response

% WV
Omitting
Response

% Reference
GroupCorrect
Response

Strength (+) or
Weakness+)

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40
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Utilizing the PLANReading Item Response Summary to
Analyze Student Performance

Directions: Complete the chart using tHfeLANItem Response Summary ReportrfReading
Compare the percent of students at your school/county who chose the correct answer
comparedto the percent of students in the reference group. Identify items with % correct at
or above the % correct of reference group. ldentify items with %react that fall below the
NEFSNBYy OS 3INEP dzlwiera omitliSINJF Lbdaie the i@rBs which show a weakness.
What type of items are these? Where are these items located in the test?

0, 0
Reading % WV /o WV ARGE Strength (+) or

Item Number Correct Response Omitting GroupCorrect Weakness+)
Response Response

1
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Reading
Item Number

% WV Correct
Response

% WV
Omitting
Response

% Reference
GroupCorrect
Response

Strength (+) or
Weakness+)

21

22

23

24

25
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Utilizing the PLAN Science Item Response Summary to
Analyze Student Performance

Directions: Completehe chart using thePLANItem Response Summary Report f&cience
Compare the percent of students at your school/county who chose the correct answer
comparedto the percent of students in the reference group. Identify items with % correct at
or above the% correct of reference group. Identify items with % correct that fall below the
NEFTSNBYyOS 3 NBednd@ onifl8d\JF bdadé the items which show a weakness.
What type of items are these? Where are these items located in the test?

0, 0
Sciencdtem % WV /o WV ARGE Strength (+) or

Number Correct Response Omitting EELp I, Weakness)
Response Response

1
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Science ltem
Number

% WV Correct
Response

% WV
Omitting
Response

% Reference
GroupCorrect
Response

Strength (+) or
Weakness+)

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30
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Utilizingthe PLANStudent Fesults to Betermine
Potential to be Siccessfuin AP and other Rigorousddrses

Student:

Directions: Average youlPLAN mathematicand science scoresAverage your English and
readingscores. Record youaverages inther , 2 dzNJ | GSNI 3S¢
that you have a 50% chance of earning a 3 or higher on the AP exam with a check #ark (

Consider adding the AP courses that you met or exceeded the benchmark to your schedule.

O2f dzYy® LRSYy

50% for | Meet or
Your 3 or Exceeds
AP Exam PLAN Tests Higher | Benchmark
Average
AP v
Score
Mathematics and Natural Science
Biology Avg. Mathematics &cience 23
Calculus AB Avg. Mathematics & Science 22.5
Calculus BC Avg. Mathematics & Science 21
Chemistry Avg. Mathematics &cience 24.5
Macroeconomics Avg. Mathematics & Science 24
Microeconomics Avg. Mathematics & Science 22
Physics B Avg. Mathematics & Science 23.5
Physics C: Electricity an( Avg. Mathematics & Science 23
Magnetism
Physics C: Mechanics | Avg. Mahematics & Science 22.5
Statistics Avg. Mathematics & Science 22.5
English and Social Sciences

English Language and | Avg. English & Reading 21.5
Compositions
English Literature and Avg. English & Reading 21.5
Composition
European History Avg.English & Reading 21.5
Government and Politics:| Avg. English & Reading 22
Comparative
Government and Politics:| Avg. English & Reading 22.5
United States
Psychology Avg. English & Reading 19
U.S. History Avg. English & Reading 22.5
World Higory Avg. English & Reading 22
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Utilizingthe SchoolCounty PLAN: Predictions of AP Success Cdroster
to ExamineStudents withAP Btential versus AP Course Enrollments

School County Year

Diredions: Locate the school/county AP Course Roster. Record the number of students who

have the potential to be successful in selected AP courses. Use your course schedules and
enrollment data to record the number of studentsurrently enrolled in these couses.
Comparethe number of students with potential to earn a 3 or higher on the AP exam versus

AP course enrolimentsPlace a\ for each AP course that has enough students with potential

G2 0S &adz00SaatdzZ (G2 0S O2yaAiBfBddlBeR F2NJ Ay Of dza A

AP Course Number of Number of Students| Possible AP Courses
Students with enrolled F2NJ bSE(
Potential to earn 3 in AP course for Schedule
or higher AP score current school year \
English

English Language

English Literature

Mathematics

Calculus AB

Calculus BC

Statistics

Social Science

European History

Government & Politics
(Comparative)

Government & Politics
U.s)

Macroeconomics

Microeconomics

Psychology

U.S. History

World History

Natural Science

Biology

Chemistry

Physics B

Physics C: Electricity &
Magnetism

Physics C: Mechanics
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Test Taking TipBor
EXPLORE arfrlAN
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GENERAL TESAKING TIPS

A part of being sucasful on a standardized testkaowing low to take he test, how to use time wisely
and what to look for in the subtests. The following are generaltedghg tips that could apply to any
test.

1. Listen to oral instructions given at the beginning of the test.

2. When beginning a test, quickly scalhof the questions. This will help you see what the
test is about and how many questions will have to be answered.

3. It is important to manage time while taking a test.

a) 52y Qi ALISYR (22 YdzOK GAYS 2y lye 2yS |jdz
b) Work rapidly but comfortably.

c) Mark tems to return to if time permits.

d) Use remaining time to review answers.

4. Read all DIRECTIONS carefully. Never begin to answer questions before reading the
directions.

5. CNE G2 FyagSNI !'[[ GKS (Sad ljdSadrzyao hy
trying to figure it out. Wait until all of the easy questions are completed, then go back
and work on the hard ones.

6. lff GSada KIFIGS a2YS KIFENR jdSadAz2yao 52y Qi
guess at the answer. First, find any choidest tare wrong. The look at the leftover
choices and make the best guess. Often the guess will be right. There is no penalty for
guessing.

7. Mark the answers by filling in the circle with a dark pencil mark. If a mistake is made,
erase thoroughly, thenilf in the circle of the correct answer.

8. Knowthe time limit. Pace yoursedo you have time to consider all questions.

9. If uncertain of an answer, select the best choice and go to the next question. Often, the
first impression is correct.

10. Use all of he allotted time.

11.  Stop at the end of the test or when the time is up. If there is still time, go back and work
on any questions that were skipped, or go back and recheck all answers.
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MULTIPLE CHOICE TIPS

AllEXPLORA&Nd PLAN tests consist of multigleoice items.Each of the reading, English and
sciencetest items has four answer choices. The items of the mathematics tests have five
answer choices.

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Anticipate the answer before you look at choices.

Read over all of the options before making a seta.

Elimnate highly implausible or obviously wrong answers.

Watch for grammatical inconsistencies between the question stem and the answer
choices. A choice is almost always wrong if it and the stem do not make a grammatically

correct sentence.

BeOl dzii A 2 dza

Fo2dzi OKFy3IAy3a &2dz2NJ ' yagSN gAGK

more likely to be cddB Ol ( KI y & dzo 38 udzyhdve aisButefréadod o T ¢

change an answer.

Answer every question. Make the most intelligent decision you ddrere is no penalty

for guessing.

Make sure you have only marked one answer for each question.

Find key words or phrases in the question that will help you chose the correct answer.

Look for singular and plural words in the question that requirevers in the same

form.

Look at each verb in the question. Which answer best completes this verb?

WSNBIFR | ff

/| KSO1 UUKS

jdzSadAazya O2ydlAyAy3 yS3ldrovs s

j dzt £ A T & dryoi ¢ soReNRane£d dedhKic abuyaa | €

seldomcy S OGS NEcs 2NEIEG 2 N) oS d § €& 0

Review youanswers.
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EXPLORE and PLMATHEMATICBEST ITEMS

The mathematics tests focus on the thinking skills required to perform tasks of quantitative
reasoning. Students are asked to damstrate their ability to read and understand
mathematical terminology; to apply definitions, algorithms, theorems and properties; and to
interpret and analyze data. Computational skills and knowledge of basic formulas are assumed
as background for the pblems but extensive computation and memorization of complex
formulas are not required. The use of calculators is permitted.

The items in the mathematics tests are classified into four categories: knowledge and skills,
direct application, understanding noepts and integrating conceptual understanding.

¢ Knowledge and skillstems require students to use one or more facts, definitions,
formulas or procedures to solve problems that are presented in purely mathematical
terms.

e Direct applicationitems requirestudents to use one or more facts, definitions, formulas
or procedures to solve problems set in reabrld situations.

e Understanding concepttems require students taeason from a concept to reach an
inference or a conclusion.

e Integrating conceptual undrstandinghA it SYa YSI &dzNB GKS aid-dzZRSy d Q
routine problems by integrating understanding of two or more major concepts.

Test Taking Tips for EXPLORE and RMAfRematicsTests

1. Read instructions carefully.

2. Read the problems. Determinexactly what you are required to find and what the
answer will look like.

3. Write down the numbers needed to solve the problem. Check that you copied these
correctly from the problem.

4. Look for key words that tell what kind of computation is needed, formgXa: less than,
greatest, between, nearest, least, closastiso on.

5. Translate problems into plain English. Putting problems into words can help you
understand them better. Put equations and formulas into words also. For example,
c’=d+bPcanbetrad f SR | & GGKS aldza N8B 2F (KS Ké LRl
G2 GKS adzy 2F GKS &aljdzZ NBa 2F GKS 20KSNJ (g2

6. Analyze before you compute. Set up the problem before solving it. Line up place values
correctly.
7. Make sure of knowing what to solve each problem. Write a number sentence or an

equation to help solve it.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Write down each piece ahformation given in a problerand write down or circle what
each problem asks. When selecting an answer, go back and make sure it answers the

guestion.

Draw pictures when possible. Label with information given in the problem.

Estimate the answer before calculating.

Rename fractions with different denominators akke fractions (with same

denominators).

Reduce fractions to their smallest parts. Whewoling for the correct answer to a
problem with fractions, look for the one that has been reduced.

2NARGS R2gy (GKS F2NNdzZ |
needed to solve the problem.

A A v A w

YSSRSR (2

aztgsS (K.

Balance equations. What is done one stdean equation must be done to the other

side.

Check work systematically and thoroughly. Make sure the correct formula was used,
calculations are correctthe answer is reasonable, units of measurement are correct

and the solution answers the question.

Try out all answer choices until finding one that is correct. Sometimes

FyagSNI Ad y20 3IAAGSYy o
choice.

Perform opposite operations to check answers.
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EXPLORE and PLENGLISHEST ITEMS

The English tests measute (i dzZRSy (i & Q LINIFirg OravBiggCahdSediting #xo O NA (i
effectively communicate its meaning. Students are required to make awaidety of effective
decisions concerning (1) the conventions of standardtemitEnglish in terms of punctuation,
usage and sentence structure and (2) rhetorical aspects of writing such as topic development in
terms of purpose and focusrganization, unity and coherence; and appropriate style, tone and
word choice.

The questionson the English tests refer students to an underlined portion, a section of the
passage or the passage as whole. Some questions require students to decide the best way to
write a sentence or sentences with the surrounding contendking the overriding ise that of

clear and effective communicatioof meaning Other questions require students to analyze

the entire essay before making a decision about the focus, style, tone, logical flow or
organizational structure.

Test Taking Tips for EXPLORE and FE0ANsh Tests
1. Read each passage completely before answering the related questions.

2. Read all DIRECTIONS through twice. Directions for English items ofteyutelllook
for answer choices that have mistakes or errors. Other times, one is asked for the
answer with no mistakes. It is important to know exactly what to look for in the answer.

3. Watch out for words in the directions, such H®T, OPPOSISELEAST These words
tell exactly what answer to look for. Such words appear in all CAPITAL LETTERS

4. Look for the key words, such aso, what, when, where, whand how, that will help
answer each question.

5. Questions dealing with capitalization and punctuation can be tricky. The answers
choices often look very much alike. Redidhe answer choicesand choose the answer
carefully.

6. When looking for word meanings or definitions, use context clues to help decide which

definition of a word is best.

7. When asked to identify order of events, look for key words that signal time sequence,
for example:first, next, then, after, finallgndat last

8. Look for grammatical inconsistencies between the question items and the answer
choices.
9. Try out all answer choices until finding one that is correct. Sometimes the correct

answer is not given. Followthed®di A 2y a F2NJ Y {Ay3a aGy2 OKIFy3Ss
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EXPLORE and PLREADINGEST ITEMS

The items in the reading tests are classified into two general categoriBefefringand Reasoning
Desgnedto simulate the types of reading tasks students encounter in their academrk and in life
outside of shool, the reading tests measureading skills as wehsstudent<ability to make iferences,
draw conclusions, generalize from specific data and reason logically.

o Referring itemsask about material explicitly stated in ags&ge. These items are
designed to measure literal reading comprehension.

¢ Reasoning itemgose questions about meaning implicit in a passage, questions that
require careful reading about a passage and questions dealing with codepeéndent

vocabulary.
Test Taking Tips for EXPLORE and FRéadlingTests
1. When asked to answer questions about a reading passage, read the question first in

order to know what to look for when reading the passage.

2. In reading questions, look for key words, suchwd®, what, when, where, whyand
how, that tell what to look for when reading the passage.

3. Practice scanning a reading passage to quickly find key words that will help answer
guestions about details.

4. When answering questions about a reading passage, look back aat#sage to locate
0KS | yagsSND 52y Q0 2dzad NBfe& 2y YSY2NERO
5. When reading a passage and coming to an unknown word, look for context clues, other

words in the sentences or paragraph that help to define or explain the unknown word.

6. When looking for word mgadA y 3% NBI R Fff GKS OK2A0Sa Ol
words that onlylook or soundlike the correct answer.

7. When asked to identify order of events, look for key words that signal time sequence,
for examplefirst, next, then after, finallandat lad.

8. Watch for negative words in directions, such M®Tor OPPOSITEThese words tell
exactly what answer to look for. Such words often appear in bold or italic type, or in ALL
CAPITAL LETTERS.

9. When there are several questions about a reading passagd, for clues in other
guestions that will help you with those items about which you are unsure.
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EXPLORE and PLAN Science Test Iltems

The science tests are designed to measure the thinking skills, processes and strategies students
use while learning, tinking about and using science. These skills include comparing

experimental designs and their underlying assumptions, analyzing and interpreting data,

making critical observations and generalizations, and generating and evaluating hypotheses.

The questionsncluded in the science tests are classified into three categouesterstanding
analysisandgeneralization

e Understanding itemsrequire the student to comprehend a component of the
information presented, and, to a limited extent, to undénd how hat component
relatesto the stimulus as a whole.

¢ Analysis itemsrequire the student to relate several components of the presented
information to see how each piece of information fits in with the rest of the
stimulus.

e Generalization itemgequire thestudent to extend the presentedhformation to a
broader contek

Test Taking Tips for EXPLORE and PR&é&hceTests
1. Read all directions carefully.

2. When answering questions about charts, graphs, or other visual representations, always
look back to aswer the questions. Do not just rely on your memory.

3. Read the questions carefully and answer those you are sure of first. There is no penalty
for guessing.

4. Look for key words that tell what type of relationship is needed, for exampbst, least
andclosest

5. Determine exactly what you are required to find and what the answer will look like.
6. Include the units with all answers and round thentheir proper place.
7. Budget your time so you will be able to complete the entire test.

8. Check work systematally. Do not change an answer, unless you are absolutely sure the
answer is wrong.
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10.

Translate problems into plain English. Putting probleageations and formulagto
words can help you understand them better. For example, d = rt can be translated as
GGKS RAAGIFYOS UGN} @St SR Aa Sldat G2 GKS NI G

Find key words or phrases in the questions that will help you choose the correct answer.
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Appendix A
EXPLORE Student Score Report
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2009-2010 EXPLORE Profile Summary Report

School Report - Grade 8

National Enhanced Reporting Package

National Norm Group: Fall 8

Page: 2
Code: 12345678

SAMPLE SCHOOL
SAMPLE CITY, SAMPLE STATE
Total Students In Report: 118

TABLE 1a: How do the EXPLORE scores of our students compare with those of students nationally?

English Mathematics Reading Science Composite
EXPLORE Local Nat'l Local Nat'l Local Nat'l Local Nat'l Local Natl |Exp|LORE
score Freq CP* CP* | Freq CP* CP* | Freq CP* CP* | Freq CP* CP* | Freq CP* CP* score
25 3 100 100 1 100 100 1 100 100 0 100 100 0 100 100 25
24 0 97 99 1 99 98 0 99 99 1 100 k) 1 100 99 24
23 3 97 98 0 98 97 2 99 98 0 99 98 0 99 99 23
22 0 95 96 1 98 96 0 97 97 0 99 97 1 99 98 22
21 1 95 93 2 97 95 2 97 95 2 99 96 1 98 96 21
20 7 94 90 0 96 92 4 96 94 3 97 94 2 97 94 20
19 9 88 86 3 96 89 3 92 9 8 95 90 3 96 90 19
18 1" 81 83 6 93 83 10 90 88 7 88 84 11 93 85 18
17 6 71 78 19 88 75 3 81 85 33 82 74 15 84 79 17
16 12 66 73 8 72 64 17 79 79 25 54 60 24 71 71 16
15 10 56 67 27 65 53 16 64 73 12 33 45 17 51 61 15
14 17 47 59 16 42 4 186 51 64 12 23 30 16 36 50 14
13 9 33 50 12 29 3N 12 37 54 13 13 18 10 23 37 13
12 10 25 39 6 19 23 16 27 42 2 2 10 9 14 24 12
11 8 17 28 8 14 17 5 14 29 0 1 5 4 7 14 1
10 7 10 18 2 7 12 6 9 16 0 1 3 4 3 7 10
9 5 4 10 4 5 9 4 4 7 0 1 1 0 1 % 9
8 0 1 5 1 2 6 0 1 2 0 1 1 0 1 1 8
7 0 1 2 0 1 4 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 7
6 0 1 1 0 1 3 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 6
5 0 1 1 0 1 2 1 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 5
4 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 4
3 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 3
2 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 2
1 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 1
Mean 15.2 14.2 14.8 15.1 14.6 13.8 16.2 15.9 15.3 14.9 Mean
S.D. 3.7 41 3.1 4.0 3.2 3.7 21 3.0 2.5 33 S.D.
Local percentage of students in national quartiles
':i;";unl‘:' % of local rsa“:!f: % of local rsa‘;n"grs % of local fa‘f!f: % of local rsa?‘g: % of local f;;"; r:ﬁ‘a";t'l’li'
75-100% 34 17-25 28 17-25 36 16-25 18 18-25 29 17-25 | 75-100%
50-74% 4 13-16 30 15-16 37 13-15 49 16-17 48 14-16 | 50-74%
25-49% 15 11-12 24 13-14 18 1112 20 14-15 8 13-13 | 25-49%
1-24% 10 1-10 19 1-12 9 1-10 13 1-13 14 1-12 1-24%

*CP = Cumulative percent of students at or below a score point

Note: National normative data are based on results for students who took all four academic tests within standard time limits as part of a national
study conducted in Fall 2005. See the EXPLORE Technical Manual at www.act.org for information about the 2005 national norming sample.

The national median for the EXPLORE composite score is 15.
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2009-2010 EXPLORE Profile Summary Report
School Report - Grade 8
National Enhanced Reporting Package

National Norm Group: Fall 8

Page: 3

Code: 12345678

SAMPLE SCHOOL

SAMPLE CITY, SAMPLE STATE
Total Students In Report: 118

TABLE 1b: How do the EXPLORE subscores of our students compare with those of students nationally?

Usage/Mechanics Rhetorical Skills
EXPLORE Local Nat'l Local Nat'l EXPLORE
subscore Freq CcP* CP* Freg cp* CP* subscore
12 2 100 100 2 100 100 12
11 8 98 99 4 98 99 11
10 17 92 93 10 95 94 10
9 23 77 81 15 86 85 9
8 24 58 65 34 74 75 8
7 16 37 48 8 45 63 7
6 14 24 33 27 38 47 6
5 8 12 20 10 15 28 5
4 5 5 11 7 7 12 4
3 1 1 5 1 1 4 3
2 0 1 2 0 1 1 2
1 0 1 1 0 1 1 1
Mean 8.0 74 7.4 6.9 Mean
S.D. 1.9 22 1.9 241 5.D.
Local percentage of students in national quartiles
National quartile % of local Score range % of local Score range | National quartile
75-100% 42 9-12 55 8-12 75-100%
50-74% 20 8-8 7 7-7 50-74%
25-49% 25 6-7 3 56 25-49%
1-24% 12 1-5 7 1-4 1-24%

*CP = Cumulative percent of students at or below a score point
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2009-2010 EXPLORE Profile Summary Report
School Report - Grade 8
National Enhanced Reporting Package

National Norm Group: Fall 8

Page: 4

Code: 12345678

SAMPLE SCHOOL

SAMPLE CITY, SAMPLE STATE
Total Students In Report: 118

TABLE 1c: Are our students On Track to be college ready when they graduate from high school?

College Readiness Standards Report
(Percent of students in College Readiness Standards score ranges)
CRS English Mathematics Reading Science CRS
Range (Benchmark = 13) (Benchmark = 17) (Benchmark = 15) (Benchmark = 20) Range
100% - 100% - 100% - 100% -
1-12 50% - 25 239 50% 1 49 23 50% - 27 g2 50% - . 10 1-12
0% - 0% - 0% - 0% - S—
100% - 100% - 100% - 100% -
13-15 50% 4 31 o8 50% 27 30 50% 4 37 31 50% 1 31 35 13-15
0% - 0% 0% ov
100% - 100% - 100% - 100% - 62
16-19 50% | 32 o 50% - 31 _36 50% | 28 1g 50% 7-45 16-19
0o, | o, ORI 0% L — 0%
100% - 100% - 100% - 100% -
20-23 50% - 50% - 50% - 50% - 20-23
9 12 3 8 7 7 4 8
0% 0% 0% 0% - ——tm—
100% - 100% - 100% - 100% -
24-25 50% - 50% - 50% - 50% - 24-25
0% 1—=—2 0% 122 0% 1.2 0% 112
100% - 75 61 100% - 100% - 100% -
% At or Above 49 % At or Above
Benchmark 50% - 50% 28 36 50% - 36 50% - 5 10 Benchmark
0% - 0% = | 0% —_ 0% =

I:l = Local - = National

Notes: Connecting College Readiness Standards to the Classroom interpretive
guides to use with this report can be found at www.act.org/standard/guides/explore.
The College Readiness Standards can be found starting on page 8 of each content
guide.

Local report group percentages can be compared with national reference group
percentages, which are based on all 8th-grade students in the norm group.
All percentages have been rounded to the nearest whole number.

The score ranges given in this report are linked to the College Readiness Standards,
which describe what students who score in various score ranges are likely to know
and to be able to do, and reflect the progression and complexity of skills in each test
of the EXPLORE program. College Readiness Benchmark Scores have been
developed for EXPLORE to indicate a student's probable readiness for entry-level
college coursework by the time the student graduates from high school. The data
from this report, along with the College Readiness Standards and Benchmarks and
information from other sources, can be used to inform local instructional priorities.
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2009-2010 EXPLORE Profile Summary Report

School Report - Grade 8

National Enhanced Reporting Package

National Norm Group: Fall 8

Code: 12345678
SAMPLE SCHOOL
SAMPLE CITY, SAMPLE STATE
Total Students In Report: 118

Page: 5

TABLE 2: Do our students’ EXPLORE scores differ by ethnic and gender groups?

Group Nugber English ‘l{‘lrj':g: ;:ﬁ; Math Reading | Science Comp % lerr;ing
students
Total Group 118 15.2 8.0 74 14.8 146 16.2 15.3 45
African American/Black 21 14.7 78 7.1 14.0 14.2 16.0 14.8 44
American Indian/Alaskan Native 0 - - - - - - - -
Caucasian American/White 77 15.8 8.0 7.9 15.9 15.2 16.1 15.8 48
Mexican American/Chicano 0 - - - - - - - -
Asian American, Pacific Islander 8 17.3 9.0 8.8 17.3 16.8 17.3 17.3 50
Puerto Rican, Cuban, Hispanic 3 12.7 6.7 6.0 13.0 12.0 15.0 13.3 67
Multiracial 3 18.3 9.0 8.7 17.0 16.0 18.0 17.7 100
Other 3 19.3 9.3 9.0 15.7 15.7 16.3 16.7 0
Prefer not to respond 3 147 8.3 6.3 17.3 14.3 18.0 16.0 0
Males 57 14.8 77 7.1 15.2 144 16.2 15.2 43
African American/Black 10 14.6 76 7.1 14.4 14.3 16.2 15.0 52
American Indian/Alaskan Native 0 - - - - - - - -
Caucasian American/White 38 14.6 7.7 7.0 16.3 14.2 15.8 15.3 33
Mexican American/Chicano 0 - - - - - - - -
Asian American, Pacific Islander 4 17.2 89 8.8 17.5 16.4 17.3 171 75
Puerto Rican, Cuban, Hispanic 0 - - - - - - - -
Multiracial 1 11.0 6.0 5.0 14.0 14.0 16.0 14.0 100
Other 1 25.0 11.0 12.0 17.0 18.0 19.0 20.0 0
Prefer not to respond 3 14.7 8.3 6.3 17.3 14.3 18.0 16.0 0
Females 61 15.5 8.1 7.6 14.5 14.7 16.1 15.3 46
African American/Black 11 14.8 7.9 7.1 13.8 14.2 15.9 14.8 40
American Indian/Alaskan Native 0 - - - - - - - -
Caucasian American/White 39 16.7 8.3 8.6 15.6 15.9 16.3 16.2 59
Mexican American/Chicano 0 - - - - - - - -
Asian American, Pacific Islander 4 17.3 9.0 8.8 17.3 16.8 17.3 17.3 50
Puerto Rican, Cuban, Hispanic 3 12.7 6.7 6.0 13.0 12.0 15.0 13.3 67
Multiracial 2 22.0 10.5 10.5 18.5 17.0 19.0 19.5 100
Other 2 16.5 8.5 7.5 15.0 14.5 15.0 15.0 0
Prefer not to respond 0 - - - - - - - -

"College core coursework: 4 or more years of English and 3 or more years each of mathematics, social studies, and

natural science (see Glossary).
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School Report - Grade 8

National Norm Group: Fall 8

National Enhanced Reporting Package

2009-2010 EXPLORE Profile Summary Report

Page: 6

Code: 12345678

SAMPLE SCHOOL

SAMPLE CITY, SAMPLE STATE
Total Students In Report: 118

TABLE 3: How do our students’ EXPLORE Composite scores and
coursework plans relate to their educational plans?

Number of Percent Per{:gnl Mean Pemgnt i national'
Educational plans category students of all Coﬁ:anglggre Composite Lompasita score gartiles

responding students cou?sgewo T* score 1-24% | 25-49% | 50-74% |75-100%
Do not plan to finish high school 0 0 - - - - - -
No training planned after high school 0 0 - - - - - -
Job training in the military services 2 2 0 15.0 0 0 50 50
Apprentice / job training 0 0 - - - - - -
Career / technical school 0 0 - - - - - -
2-year / junior college 4 3 50 14.5 0 25 50 25
4-year college / university 47 40 43 15.2 6 17 60 17
Graduate or professional study 49 42 49 16.1 6 16 45 33
Undecided 56 15.0 11 22 44 22
Other plans 20 15.6 20 0 40 40
No response 50 13.5 0 50 50 0

TABLE 4: How do our students' EXPLORE Composite scores and
coursework plans relate to their expressed needs for help?

Percent

Percent in national

N Number of Percent planning Mean’ Composite score quartiles
eeds area studen?s of all college core Composite . . . .
responding students T score 1-24% | 25-49% | 50-74% |75-100%

Exploring options after high school 39 33 33 16.2 8 10 36 46
Improving writing skills 28 24 54 15.5 7 7 57 28
Improving reading speed or comprehension 25 21 52 14.7 16 8 60 16
Improving study skills 51 43 37 15.2 14 8 53 25
Improving mathematical skills 56 47 39 154 11 55 27
Improving computer skills 15 13 33 15.3 13 67 20
Improving public speaking skills 35 30 43 16.1 9 49 37

"College core coursework: 4 or more years of English and 3 or more years each of mathematics, social studies, and

natural science (see Glossary).
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School Report - Grade 8

National Norm Group: Fall 8

National Enhanced Reporting Package

2009-2010 EXPLORE Profile Summary Report

Page: 7

Code: 12345678

SAMPLE SCHOOL

SAMPLE CITY, SAMPLE STATE
Total Students In Report: 118

TABLE 5a: How do our students' EXPLORE Composite scores, coursework plans, and postsecondary plans
relate to their career preferences from the Career Areas List?

Number of students Percent by educational plans
Percent
Career preference ::ale'gory from planning No HS/ | Appren/ | Career/ Coﬂiaor;'rte
Career Areas List Male |Female | Total | 21698 M | 0™ | jobtrains | Techy | 4¥rcoll. | Other/ score
coursework™ training Miltary | 2-yr coll. or more | Undecided

Administration & Sales 2 3 5 60 0 0 0 80 20 16.4

Employment-Related Services 0 0 0 - - - - - - -
Marketing & Sales 1 0 1 100 0 0 0 100 0 17.0
Management & Planning 1 2 3 33 0 0 0 67 33 16.3
Regulation & Protection 0 1 1 100 0 0 0 100 0 16.0
Business Operations 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 100 0 17.0

Records & Communications 0 0 0 - - - - - - -
Financial Transactions 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 100 0 17.0

Distribution & Dispatching 0 0 0 - - - - - - -
Technical 6 2 8 63 0 13 0 88 0 14.4

Transport Operations & Related 0 0 0 - - - - - - -

Agriculture & Forestry & Related 0 0 0 - - - - - - -
Computer & Information Specialties 0 1 1 100 0 0 0 100 0 12.0
Construction & Maintenance 3 0 3 33 0 33 0 67 0 16.0
Crafts & Related Services 1 1 2 50 0 0 0 100 0 14.5
Manufacturing & Processing 1 0 1 100 0 0 0 100 0 12.0
Mechanical & Electrical Specialties 1 0 1 100 0 0 0 100 0 14.0
Science & Technology 16 27 43 42 0 2 2 88 7 15.4
Engineering & Technologies 9 0 9 56 0 11 0 78 11 14.4
Natural Science & Technologies 2 75 0 0 0 75 25 15.5
Medical Technologies 2 4 33 0 0 0 83 17 14.8
Medical Diagnosis & Treatment 3 20 23 35 0 0 4 96 0 15.8
Social Sciences 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 100 0 18.0
Arts 26 1" 37 43 0 0 8 65 27 15.8
Applied Arts (Visual) 4 4 8 38 0 0 13 63 25 16.6
Creative & Performing Arts 22 7 29 45 0 0 7 66 28 15.6

Applied Arts (Written & Spoken) 0 0 0 - - - - — - -
Social Services 1 13 14 57 0 0 0 93 7 15.0
Health Care 1 3 4 50 0 0 0 75 25 15.8
Education 0 3 3 67 0 0 0 100 0 18.3
Community Services 0 6 6 50 0 0 0 100 0 13.5
Personal Services 0 1 1 100 0 0 0 100 1.0
No response given 3 3 <] 50 0 0 0 83 17 1.8

"College core coursework: 4 or mare years of English and 3 or more years each of mathematics, social studies, and

natural science (see CGlossary).
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2009-2010 EXPLORE Profile Summary Report
School Report - Grade
National Enhanced Reporting Package

National Norm Group: Fall 8

Page:

Code: 12345678

SAMPLE SCHOOL

SAMPLE CITY, SAMPLE STATE
Total Students In Report: 118

TABLE 5b: How do our students' EXPLORE Composite scores, coursework plans, and
postsecondary plans relate to their career clusters from the World-of-Work Map?

Number of students Percent by educational plans
Percent planning | No HS/ Appren./ Career/ Mean
Careelrng?:;ﬂnit:g)ory L Male |Female| Total college core No Job train/ Tech/ try:nf)org Urfjggge d Composite
ry coursework™ training Military 2-yr coll. score
First World-of-Work Career Cluster from Interest Inventory
(02-03) Administration/Sales 16 6 22 45 0 0 0 86 14 14.9
(04-05) Business Operations 10 14 36 0 0 14 64 21 14.6
(06-07) Technical 7 5 12 58 0 8 0 67 25 154
(08-09) Science & Technology 10 12 22 45 0 5 5 82 9 14.9
(10-11) Arts 5 8 13 46 0 0 0 100 15.8
(12, 01) Social Service 15 24 38 0 0 4 92 4 15.8
Second World-of-Work Career Cluster from Interest Inventory
(02-03) Administration/Sales 9 9 18 50 0 0 100 0 16.9
(04-05) Business Operations 14 22 50 0 0 95 5 15.0
(06-07) Technical 1 11 22 32 0 0 7 23 16.0
(08-09) Science & Technology 3 8 11 27 0 9 18 64 9 15.1
(10-11) Arts 14 5 19 47 0 5 68 21 15.2
(12, 01) Social Service 6 9 15 53 0 0 87 7 15.3
No Region 4 5 9 44 0 0 0 67 33 16.6
"College core coursework: 4 or more years of English and 3 or more years each of mathematics, social studies, and
natural science (see Glossary).
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2008-2009 EXPLORE Item Response Summary Report - Test Form: 03A

Report Group: 8TH GRADE
Reference Group: FALL 8TH GRADE
Total students in report group: 465

TABLE 1: Item-Response Summary for English

Percent of report group selecting Percentage difference
each option, by response position. (report group minus reference group
. percentage correct)
Asterisks mark correct responses. |pREFERENCE
group Report group responded correctly
ltem percentage | Less As More Item
Number | A/F|B/G C/H|D/J|Omit| correct | often often often Number
Usage/Mechanics: Punctuation
2 23% | *62% | 12% | 3% | 0% 63% -1 2
12 42% | 17% | *30% | 11% | 0% 30% 0 12
13 20% | 7% | 17% | *55% | 0% 59% -4 13
16 “60% | 6% | 16% | 17% | 0% 71% -11 16
26 17% | 6% |*70% | 7% | 0% 76% -6 26
28 20% | *61% | 12% | 7% | 0% 68% -7 28
34 18% | *48% | 9% | 23% | 2% 48% 0 34
Avg. %Correct 55% 59%
Usage/Mechanics: Grammar & Usage
4 8% |*77% | 2% | 13% | 0% 87% -10 4
8 10% | *76% | 9% | 6% | 0% 84% -8 8
21 3% | 15% | *79% | 3% | 0% 83% -4 21
22 31% | *50% | 17% | 3% | 0% 50% 0 22
27 12% | 8% |*76% | 4% | 0% 85% -9 27
31 *T1% | 16% | 7% | 6% 1% 78% -7 31
35 TT% | 7% | 10% | 4% | 2% 82% -5 35
38 14% | 11% | *57% | 15% | 3% 58% -1 38
Avg. %Correct 70% 76%
Usage/Mechanics: Sentence Structure
1 8% | 4% | 8% |"80% | 0% 82% -2 1
7 6% | 6% |*85% | 3% | 0% 90% -5 7
ikl 15% | 4% |*76% | 5% | 0% 79% -3 ik
14 16% | 12% | *60% | 11% | 0% 67% -7 14
15 12% | 12% | 8% | *69% | 0% 78% -9 15
25 13% | 27% | 32% | *27% | 0% 29% -2 25
30 13% | 11% | 19% | *56% | 1% 66% -10 30
37 18% | 9% | 10% | "62% | 2% 66% -4 37
39 23% | 24% | *29% | 22% | 2% 29% 0 39
40 25% | 13% | *41% | 18% | 2% 45% -4 40
Avg. %Correct 59% 63%
Rhetorical Skills: Organization
5 9% | 14% | 5% |*72% | 0% 76% -4 5
10 20% | 19% | *57% | 5% | 0% 64% -7 10
24 18% | 13% | 10% | *60% | 0% 68% -8 24
32 15% | 25% | 12% | *47% | 1% 47% 0 32
36 *50% | 18% | 23% | 8% | 2% 60% -10 36
Avg. %Correct 57% 63%
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