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FOREWORD

West Virghia uses multiple state assessments to measure student achteamahen
inform program decision making he Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act
of 2004(IDEA 2009 requires participation of students with disabilities in statewide assessments
to be consistent with tiido Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB).

States are directed by NCLB to issue guidelines for appropriate participation of students
with disabilitiesand students with limited English proficiency in those assessments. NCLB
requires that states do the following:

adopt challenging academic content and student achievement standards that apply
to all schools and all children in the state;

align assessmetd the state standards;
assess all students;

provide reasonabladaptations and accommodatidas students with disabilities
and students withmited English proficiency

measure the progress of all students, including students with disabilitasserel
to the Astateo standards for ,anthe gr ade

devel op one or mor e fdal t e-fevelaexpeadiatioass s e S S I
for those students with disabilities who, based on the findings of their
Individualized Edeation Program (IEP) teams, cannot participate in all or part of
the statebdbs assessments, even with acco

The West Virginia Department of Education has crafted this document Wiest
Virginia Guidelines for Participation in State Assessment$) providepolicy guidance to IEP
teams 504 Committees and LEP Committetes appropriately accommodate students with
disabilities in statewide assessments and 2) assist teachers and schools to work within the
framework of federal law and state policieBhe prticipation guidelinesare referenced by
addendum to #licy 2340 West Virginia Measures of Academic ProgreSolicy 2419
Education of Kceptional Studentsand Policy 2417, Programs of Study for Limited English
Proficiency therefore, thislocument is an addendum to the above mentioned state policies.

Additional copies of this document may be accessed on the Office of Assessment,
Accountability and Research websitehép://wvde.state.wv.us/oaaf on the Office of Special
Programs, Extended and Early Learningwebsite ahttp://wvde.state.wv.us/ospf by calling

(304) 5582546 or (304) 552696

Htie Ve

Dr. Steven L. Paine
State Superintendent of Schools
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ACCOMMODATIONS REVIEW PROCESS

The WVDE has a continuous and ongoing review process to examine the
accommodations available to students with disabilities and limited English proficiency during
statewide testing. Most recently, the accommodations for students with disabilities aed limit
English proficiency in the20092010 West Virginia Guidelines for Participation in State
Assessmentwere reviewedby national experts on the West Virginia Techniéadsistance
Committee (TAC),The George Washington University Center for Equity and Eemee in
Education (GWCEEE)and WVDE staff.

The WVTAC and WVDE eviewers provide appropriate research based
accommodationfor special education students and students with limited English proficiency to
ensure the most valid angliable assessment results. During the process these experts and
WVDE staff examine defensible and appropriate accommodations from the most current national
research base to be used in large scale assessments including those supported by the National
Certer Educational Outcomes (NCEO) a@iV-CEEE West Virginia routinely reviews the
national database and updates state accommodations that are nationally researched and
determined appropriate and defensible.

The review process includes presewotatof anynew accommodations for the TAC
review anddiscussion of the recommendatidos accommodations that provide theidance for
this documentThe internal and external reviewers reached consenslistba appropriateness
and the validity of the allowablessessment accommodations documented in Gestelines
2) recommendationt align to nationally researcheuhd acceptable accommodations 8hthe
research bassuppoting the use of these accommodationsyielding reliable resultsn large
scale asssments.

WVDE contracted with Edvantia, Inc. to study testing conditions staidents with
disabilites Hughe s, D6Brot , Bradl ey, Hol |l oway,
(http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/pdf/FINAL _AccommodationsStudyReport 0918P6.pdf The
researches found that there were no accommodations that were invalid; all of the
acconmodations were implemented in varying degregtadents with disabilitieon average
received two accommodations during testilige most frequently occurring accommodation
was reading the test aloud (including all directions, stimulus materials, quest&spsnse
options) verbatim for all tests excefpte reading/language arts test. The second most frequently
occurring accommodation was ertled time on timed tes(§YESTEST 2&nd APTA are not
timed tests

The Office of Assessment, AccountabilitydaResearch isurrentlyconductingongoing
research on the appropriateness and effectiveness of accommodations. As part of this effort, a
report entittedExamining Accommodation Recommendaion West Virginig20082009)was
published in December 2009hi§ report replicated the methodology used by Edvantia, Inc. in
2006 and put forward a comprehensive plan to continue the study of accomn®adagorthe
next five years. Part | of thiport and 5year time line can be found at the following address
(http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/pdf/Accommodations%20Study%20Report%20120809.pdf
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INTRODUCTION

This document providgsolicy guidance to (a) district administrators and test
coordinators and (b) school administrators amtividualizedEducationProgram (IEP)Teams,
Section 504 Committees, omhited English Proficient (LEP)Committees for the appropriate
assessments and accommodations for all students in terms of statessiresnt.

West Virginia Board of Education (hereinafter WVBE)Ilicy 2340 Measures of Academic
Progress (hereinafter WMAP)

1) requires participation in statewide assessmientall students which inclugeand
regular education students, IEP students, 504 students, and LEP students

2) incorporates into Policy 2340 by reference West Virginia Guidelines for
Participation in State Assessments.

The United States Department of Education, Office for Civighid (2000) has
emphasized that exclusion from assessment undermines the value of assessment and also violates
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, which prohibits exclusion from participation in,
denial of benefits to, or discrimination againsgividuals with disabilities on the basis of their
disability in federallyassisted programs or activities. IDEA 2004 addresses nondiscrimination in
assessment for students with disabilities and assures that standards are measured and not the
st ud eigabillys Faor IDEA 2004 and Section 504, individualized determinations of
assessment participation and acceptable accommodations are to be addressed by the IEP Team or
Section 504 Committee, as defined in this document.

The Elementary and Second Education futreinafter ESEAjequires assessment and
accountability for all students, to ensure that schools make adequate yearly progress (hereinafter
AYP) toward attaining reading and mathematics proficiency by 2014. To make #cYiBols
must annually meet specific goals for increasing the percentage of students who attain
proficiency, for students as a whole andadblyfederally required subgroups, includietudents
with disabilities and students with LEPWV requires subgroup®f migrant and gender
performance to be reported in tiESTEST 2/APTE&onfidential Summary Report (CSR) for
schools, counties and the stdE&EA requires accommodations as appropriate both for students
with disabilities and students with LEP.

Accommodd#ons for LEP studentsiere reviewed by a committee led hynn Shafer
Willner, Ph.D. Senior Research Scientist at The George Washington University Center for
Equity and Excellence in Education, Amelia Courts, Ed. D. Executive Director of the Office of
International Schools, and Melissa Gholson, Assessment Coordinator for the West Virginia
Department of Education. The Appalachian Regional Comprehensive Center (ARCC) requested
that the WVDE receive support for trecconmodations review for LEP accommodaton
Accommodations for LEP students as definedEiementary and Secondary Education Act
(ESEA) andWVBE Policy 2417 Programs of Study for Limited English Proficietudentsare
providedin sectiontwo of this document
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In addition this document addsse®ther special circumstances for student participation
in the W\-MAP. Procedures for medically fragile students, homebound students,- home
instructed students, alternative schools and nonpubliestsiédre included. Unless students are
identified as students with disabilities under IDEA 2004 or Section 504, or LEP students, the
guidelines for accommodations dot apply.

TheIndividuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004 (haften IDEA
2004)andWVBEPolicy 2419(http://wvde.state.wv.us/policigs/Regulationgor the Education
of Students with Exceptionalitiset high expectations for students with disabilities by requiring
that they have access to and opportunity to make progress in the general education curriculum
and they be included in state assessment programs, with appropriate accommodations if
necessary Both ESEA and IDEA 2004 require assessment on geagé content standards for
all students, including the West Virginia Alternate Performance Task Assessment (hereinafter
APTA for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities who arelernatparticipate
in the general assessment, even when accommodations are provided.

OVERVIEW

WVBE Policy 234Q established the rules governing the administration and operation of
WV-MAP which measures student performance and requires the WVDE to: 1) @rawd
operational framework to administer an effective and efficient statewide assessment program, 2)
protect the integrity of the test data; and 3) support the use of assessment data to improve
instruction. WMMAP consists of multiple assessments. Theppses of the assessments vary,
and the participation of all students is determined by grade level as per the federal law. The
admi ni strati on/ eeachassessnenittsn the 8/%MAP|outlihes the testing
conditions for students participating in that particular assessment
(http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaalfilecabinet.nfmIThe standard conditions described in the
administration materials are to be followeshlessthe Individualized Educain Program
(hereinafter IEP) Team, Section 504 Committee or LEP Committee decides a student needs
accommodations to the testing conditions.

West Virginia Policy 2340requires thatll LEP students participate annualty state
assessments. We Virginia does nobffer an exemption for students attending less than 12
months We s t Virginiads LEP population is |l ess t
Although the LEP students are generally Jmeidence there is a wide variety of native/leom
languages and therefore the state does not offer its assessment in a language other than English
WV-MAP assessments were developed using principles of universal design and appropriate
accommodation®r limited English proficient studenigere developedith technical assistance
offered by the Appalachian Regional Comprehensive Center (ARCC) and its partner, The
George Washington University Center for Equity and Excellence in EducationGER¥E).
Assessmentcaommodations for limited English proficiestudents are explained in depth in the
LEP section of this document.
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These Participation Guidelines focus\0V-MAP as follows:

West Virginia Educational Standards Test 2 WESTEST 2 is a customized test
consisting of multiplechoiceand gridded response itemas well asan online writing
componentused to measure a st ude ntCénturyCantere | of
Standards and Objectives (CSOs) for West VirginlaWESTEST 2assesses
readng/language arfsmathematics, sciencand social studies in gradesld. This
assessment is included in the determinatioAdg#fquate Yearly Progress (AYP).

West Virginia Alternate Performance Task AssessmentAPTA) is an assessment
specifically designed for a small number of students (¥#th significant cognitive
disabilities, who are instructed using the Alternate Academic Achievement Standards and
pursuing a modified diploma. Students are assessed in reading/language arts and math,
grades 3 and 11 and science, grades 4, 6 and 1k d$sessment is used to determine
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP).

ACT EXPL ORE and PLAN are national assessments considered to be part of WV
MAP but are not used to determine AYP. Administration guidelines for accommodations
for these assessments are fpt by the test developer, not the West Virginia
Department of Education.

EXPLORE® is a normreferenced test that generates English, mathematics, reading, and

science scores for West Virginia 8th graders. In addition, information is collected about

stucents' educational and career plans, interests, high school course work plansand self
identified needs for assistance.

PLAN® is a normreferenced test that generates English, mathematics, reading, and
science scores for West Virginia 10th graders. In addition, information is collected about
students' educational and career plans, interests, high school course work plan$; and se
identified needs for assistance.

National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAER3 a national assessment of a
representative sampling of America's students in grades 4, 8 and 12. NAEP measures
what America's students know and can do in variousestlgreas. Assessments are
conducted periodically in reading, mathematics, science, writing, U.S. history, civics,
geography, and the artSAEP is not used in calculating AYP.

DOCUMENT ORGANIZATION

This document contains the following information for aisg district and school staff in
making informed decisions about accommodating students gdibitities, anétbr 504 and LEP
plans.

Section I. Students with Disabilities
A Background on federal and state requirements
A Participation requirements
A Defining accommodations
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Criteria for assigning accommodations
Administrative directions
Documentation of decisions
Monitoring Requrements for Accommodations
Section Il. Students with Language English Proficiency (LEP)
A Definition
A Federal Inclusion Requirements
A West Virginia Inclusion Requirements
A Defining Accommodations Allowable
A Assigning Appropriate Accommodations
Section Ill. West Virginia Measures of Academic Progréad/-MAP)
A WESTEST 2 including Online Writing
A WV APTA
A ACT EXPLORE an®LAN
A NAEP
Section IV. Appendices
Section V. References

I > > > > D

Assessment schedules for all part$\6f-MAP http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/

West Virginia State Board Policiéstp://wvde.state.wv.us/policies/

Administration manualor all WV-MAP assessments
http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/filecabinet.html
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AND ACCOMMODATING
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
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ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENT FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
AND SECTION 504 GUIDELINES

To appropriately assessl atudents, the WVDE must assuassessments are valid,
reliable and constent withnationalassessment standarf8hen using assessments to identify
schools needing improvement over a period of time, assessment administratoomtamd must
be consistent and scores must be comparable over time. The challenge is to maintain a fair
assessment that simultaneously meets the technical quality requirements of statewide assessment
and accountability and avoids discrimination agaimgtients with disabilities, anolf Section
504 and Language English Proficiency (LEP) plans. In this context, guidelines for appropriate
assessment of all students, including those

IDEA 2004 requires state guidieds for provision of appropriate accommodations to
students with disabilities in statewide assessments and for participafdienmate Performance
Task AssessmenAPTA), when necessary and determined by the IEP Team. According to the
January 12, 20Q3joint memorandum issued by the United States Department of Education,
Office of Elementary and Seccemy Education, which govermMéCLB, and the Office of Special
Education and Rehabiltize Services, whiclalsoensures the provisions HDEA 2004, the EP
Team must base decisions regarding accommodations on a full understanding of the
consequences for reporting and accountability. Guidelines for assisting IEP Teams in making
informed decisions serve the following:

o Define appropriateand nationally reseched and accepteatcommodations and how
they are to be administered for all West Virginia assessments including the NCLB
accountability assessments;

¢ Prohibit modifications that change what the test measures and assure modifications are
not written intothe IEP or Section 504 Plan;

e Define criteria for participation in statewide assessmentd

e Describe how decisions are documented in the IEP or Section 504 Plan.

Research, state policy and even litigation have addressed the effects of accommodations
and modifications on learning results and assessment results for students with disabilities and
students with LEP. Students who receive accommodations in classroom instruction should
receive the same accommodations in statewide assessment, if appropriageidaace in
addressing accommodations for LEP studegiésmse refer to the next section of this document.
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Acceptable Ways to Participate in West Virginia State Assessments

As per federal legislationllastudents participate in the state assessmantbe grade
level in which they are enrolled. Students with disabilities may need accommodations to
participate appropriately. Two groups of students with disabilities must be considered:

1) Students with disabilities as defined by IDEA 2004, and nspecifically, those
meeting the eligibility criteria in WVBE Policy 241%hoselEPs must address
assessment participation

2) Students who are not eligible under WVBE Policy 2419 and do not have an IEP,
but who meet the definition of disability under Sest04an amendment to the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities (ADA)
Amendments Act of 2008&. 3406 and as determined through local education
agency written procedures implementing 34 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)
8104.

For purposes of NCLB reporting and accountability, only eligible students with disabilities under
WVBE Policy 2419 and IDEA 2004 are included in the students with disabilities disaggregated
subgroup. Both groups may receive acceptable accommodations (&sl defihis document) as
determined appropriate by the respective IEP Team or Section 504 Committee.

Accommodations

Students with disabilities participate in all components of the MAP under standard
conditionsor under standard conditiomgth accommodtions,unless they meet the criteria for
participation in théAPTA BothWESTEST andAPTAhave been designed to allow a variety of
test administration options in presentation, response, setting and timing/scheduling.
Accommodations in presentation, respe, setting and timing/scheduling specific to students
with disabilities are allowed.

Accommodatiog® area change in the administration of an assessment, such as setting,
scheduling, timing, presentation format, response mode or others, including any combination of
these, thatdoes nothange what is intended to be measurgthe assessment or the meanihg o
the resulting scores; an accommodation does not change the construct of the test (CCSSO, 2005;
Thompson, Johnstone, & Thurlow, 2002; Thurlow, Quenemoen, Thompson, & Lehr, 2001).
Acceptable ways to participate in the VWNAP are as follows:

e Standard Condions For All Students- Standard conditions refer to the prescribed
procedures followed during the administration of a specific assessment.

e Standard Conditions with AccommodatiorsAcceptable testing accommodations are
changes in the administration ofi assessment, such as setting, scheduling, timing,
presentation format, response mode or others, including any combination of these that
does not change what is intended to be measured by the assessment or the meaning of
the resulting scores.
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Accommodation s mu st be documented withinTha st udeé

allowable options and accommodations are defined in this document and the test administration
manuals.

Modificationschange what is intended to be measurngdhe assessment or the meaning
of the resulting scoreapdare notallowed. Modifications that areot allowedinclude, but are
not limited to, offlevel testing for assessments and readitoyid the WESTEST 2r APTA
readindglanguage artcomprehension ststs. The WVDE distinguishes betweassessment
accommodationandmodificationsas presented in the table below.

Accommodations (allowable)

Madifications (not allowed)

Provide equitable access during
assessments by mitigating the effect
of a studentos d
English proficiency.

Do not reduce learning achievement
expectations for a student.

Do not change the construct being
assessed.

Doesnot compromise the integrity or|

Provide unfair advantage bydécing
the difficulty of a test or altering the
nature of the test.

Reduce the learning or achievement
expectations for a student.

Change the construct being assesse
Compromise the integrity of the test,
resulting in invalid scores that are nc
meaningfll

validity of the test.

*The West Virginia Department of Education utilized the nationally accepted research base of
acceptable and recommended accommodations (CCSSO, 2005; Thompson, Thurlowe & Walz,
2001; Thurlowe & Bolt, 2001)These documents guide the work of the State and Technical
Assistance Committee (TAC) in reviews and approve the accommodations for useNARV

These documents may be accessedtiat//apta.k12.wv.us/Other accommodations research
used within the consideraticand context of thidocumentareincluded in theeferences section

of this document

Role of the Individualized Education Program (IEP) Team

For eligible students with disabilities underthi® | i cy, t he studentds |
determines how the studgpdrticipates in the WAMAP, including whether the student takes the
WESTEST2 or meets the criteria for participation in APTA. If the student takes the WESTEST
2 or APTA, ard other tests in the WWIAP, the IEP Team determines and documents on the
IEP any allowable accommodations as defined in this document.

ThelEP must specifjnow the student will participate in all the applicable assessments:

e Standard conditionsfor all students; or

« Standard conditions with accommodations- specific and acceptable accommodati
(as defined in this document) must be listed and the test/subtest to which each apf

e Studentmeets criteria for APTAand includes justification why the student can
participae in the regular assessment.
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These accommodations for appropriate assessment are to be reviewed at least annually
and prior to the test. The IEP information, including testing conditionsaecaimmodations, is
documented in the studentdés WVEIS Speci al Edu
and the studentif appropriatemust be involved in and informed of decisions regarding
assessment participation. The implications of the oe@smust be carefully explained to the
parent and the student.

The student whoparticipates iInWESTEST 2will _also participate in the other
components of the WAWAP, ACT EXPLORE ACT PLAN and NAEP agletermined by
enrollment grade If different accommodations are needed for tests other\HBRTEST ,2he
accommodations must lepecified on the IEP or Section 504 Ptrd be acceptableTesting
conditons and accommodations f any, mu s t be documenteld in t
Education Student Information Record or Section 504 Testing Accommodations Record, as
applicable. Accommodations for state tests, incluMgSTEST andAPTAmust be provided
and documented during test administration to verify appropriate assessmoeminazations
wereimplementeds per WVS.326

Making Assessment Decisions

Individualized Education Program (IEP) team members must actively engage in a planning
process that addresses: 1) assurance of the provision of accommodations to facilitate student
access to gradevel instruction and state assessments 2ande of alternate assessments to
assess the achievement of students with the most sagnifitognitive disabilities.

Guidelines for making assessment decisions for students with IEPs arahS&etiplans

e Ensure that decisions regar di-MHP atehbasedsupo
instruction, as well as educational performance data and are consistent with the IEP or
504 Plan.

e Students eligible for assessment on alteraatéevement standards may be from any disal
category within IDEA, however, all eligibility criteria must be met.

e Ensure that parents, students, teachers and administrators are aware of the impag
participation decisions on accountability angparting APTA results will be included i
accountability with the results of all students. Disaggregated results for student
disabilities will be reported by school, county and stateAlefAandWESTEST 2s required
by IDEA 2004 and ESEAI0 theextent possible in consideration of maintaining confidentia
of individual student results. In all forms of participation, except NAEP, individual sty
results will be available to parents and teachers.

e Determine if accommodations are needed andtlvanethe accommodation is on the |
included in this document or in the test administration manual. &orassessmel
accommodation that is not found on the list of allowable accommodations, the Coun
Coordinator or County Special Education Directeay submit a request for approval to 1
Office of Assessment, Accountabilignd Research following the procedures outlined in
document. Failure to use only allowable and/or approved accommodations will resul
invalid test score for the stadt.
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Determination of whether accommodations are needed

For students with an IE® 504review the assessment decisions on the IEP, including:

e Assessing the student with the general assessSMESTEST 2r APTA

e Assessing foWESTEST ,2APTAand other components of the \AMWAP, list the specifiand
acceptable assessment accommodations (as defined in this document), if any,
test/subtest to which they apply

e Document theVESTEST &r APTAcondi ti ons and accommod §g
Special Education Student Information Record as\p¢s. 326(as perPolicy 2340).

e Review the present levels of academic achievement, functional performance and IEP
or Section 504 plan to determinghf student is receiving instruction
o Primarily in the general curriculum, which is based on the 2Century CSOs for Wes
Virginia; if so, the student must participate in WESTES 2 and other WYMAP
componentsusing the acceptable accommodations (as per this document) if appropri
o Primarily in the West Virginia Alternate Academic Achievement Standards, which
are linked to the 21" Century Extended CSOsfor West Virginia, and meets the criter
for participation in theAPTA if so, the student mugiarticipate in theAPTA using the
acceptable accommodations (as per this document) if appropriate

e Review the supplementarydsi and services and program modificasigmovided in the IEP g
Section 504 Plan for classroom instruction and assessment and the allowable accomm
If an allowable accommodation is shown on the IEP as needed for a componentNAR/\
then it mustbe provided t