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21st Century 

Balanced Assessment System

• Formative Assessments for Learning: A
process during learning

• Classroom Assessments for Learning: A
process during learning

• Benchmark Assessment of/for 
Learning: An event during/after learning

• Summative Assessment of Learning: An
event after learning



Summative Assessment of 

Learning

• Provide student and group achievement
status at a point in time

• Inform students, educators, parents and
the community of student, school and
system performance



EXPLORE (Grade 8) 

PLAN (Grade 10)

• Measures academic achievement in reading,
mathematics, English and science

• Predicts how students will perform on PLAN and
the ACT

• Compares student performance to ACT College 
Readiness  Benchmarks



EXPLORE (Grade 8)

PLAN (Grade 10)

• Gathers information about students’ school 
coursework plans, career plans after high 
school and career preferences

• Reports student needs

• Provides information on career possibilities  
based on student-reported interests



EXPLORE (Grade 8)

PLAN (Grade 10)

• Provides item response summary

• Identifies ways to improve knowledge and 
skills

• Student test books are to be returned when 

the score reports are distributed

• Unused test books may be used at the school 

for instructional purposes



EXPLORE (Grade 8)

PLAN (Grade 10)



Connections to School Laws 

and WVBE Policies



School Laws of West Virginia

18-1-4.  The governor, the Legislature, 

the state board, and the people of West 

Virginia have established goals for 

themselves which are measureable and 

achievable through the combined efforts 

of the government, the school system 

and the people through an increased 

focus on the needs of students. 



School Laws of West Virginia

(3) Student performance on national 

measures of student performance will 

equal or exceed national averages

(5)  High school graduates will be fully 

prepared for college, other post-

secondary education or gainful 

employment ( 18-1-4)  



WVBE Vision

All West Virginia students will exceed 

national educational standards and 

prepare for higher learning and the 

world of work through the programs, 

services and offerings of West 

Virginia’s thorough, efficient, safe and 

nurturing education system.



POLICY 2340

West Virginia Measures of Academic Progress



Policy 2340

126-14-4.5 All public school students enrolled 

in the 8th grade, except those participation in 

APTA  shall participate in the ACT EXPLORE 

with  accommodations as determined by their 

respective IEP Teams, Section 504 Committees, 

or LEP Committees. 



Policy 2340

126-14-4.6 All public school 

students enrolled in the 10th grade, 

except those participation in APTA  

shall participate in the ACT PLAN 

with accommodations as 

determined by their respective IEP 

Teams, Section 504 Committees, 

or LEP Committees. 



POLICY 2510

ASSURING QUALITY OF EDUCATION: 

REGULATIONS FOR EDUCATION PROGRAMS



Policy 2510

126-42-5.5.2.  An Individualized 

Student Transition PLAN (ISTP) 

covering grades 9-12 and the first 

year beyond graduation from high 

school is developed for every 

students in consultation with 

her/his parents/guardians and 

school counselor or advisor.



Policy 2510

126-42-5.5.2.a. During the 8th grade 

year, each student’s ISTP plan is 

developed for grades 9 and 10. The 

ISTP is based upon previous career 

awareness, exploration activities, and 

a review of the student’s ACT 

EXPLORE results.



Policy 2510
126-42-5.5.2.a. The 8th grade 

guidance/advisement program will 

focus on teaching students and their 

parents to read the ACT EXPLORE 

student reports so that they may 

understand how to use the information 

provided…to transition to the level of 

performance required to meet the 

student’s educational goals. 



Policy 2510

126-42-5.6.4.  Prior to the end of 

their 10th grade year, each student 

shall develop, after review of the 

student’s ACT PLAN results, and in 

consultation with her/his 

parent/guardian(s) and school 

counselor or advisor, the second 

phase of the ISTP.



WV Graduation Requirements* versus ACT Core 
*Effective for students entering the 9th grade in 2008-2009.

WV Requirements

English – 4 credits

Math – 4 credits

Social Studies – 4 

credits

Science – 3 credits

(4 credits for students 

in Professional 

Pathway)

ACT Core

English – 4 years

Math – 3 years

Social Studies – 3 years

Science – 3 years



POLICY 2320

A PROCESS FOR IMPROVING EDUCATION:

PERFORMANCE BASED ACCREDITATION SYSTEM



Policy 2320

Established a system of Education 

Performance Audits that measures the 

quality of education and preparation of 

students based on measures of 

student and school performance to 

ensure that all students are provided 

equal education opportunities. 



Policy 2320

126-13-6.1.6.  Percentage of 

students scoring at benchmarks on the 

currently tested ACT EXPLORE and 

ACT PLAN assessments 



Policy 2320

The Training Manual and Handbook for 

Education Performance Audits presents 

a variety of sources, techniques, persons 

to interview, documents to review, and 

interview questions for Education 

Performance Audit Team members. 



Policy 2320

Training Manual and Handbook for 

Education Performance Audits 

Section 7:  High Quality Standards

7.1.9  How are the results of ACT 

EXPLORE and ACT PLAN used?



Alignment of EXPLORE and 

PLAN to 21st Century CSOs



EXPLORE,  PLAN and the ACT 

Alignment Study

State Match:  West Virginia 21st

Century Content Standards and 

Objectives Reading and English 

Language Arts, Mathematics and 

Science Grades 8 – 12 and 

EXPLORE, PLAN and the ACT
http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/pdf/wv_match.pdf



21st Century CSOs

• Align to ACT, SAT, NAEP, PISA and 
TIMSS standards

• Embed 21st century learning skills and 
technology learning tools

• Increase rigor and relevance

• Reflect national content standards 

http://wvde.state.wv.us/policies (Policy 2520.*)

http://wvde.state.wv.us/policies


Alignment of EXPLORE and PLAN 

to Math 21st Century CSOs

All of the 21st Century Math CSOs are 

covered by ACT’s EPAS Mathematics 

tests.

Almost 100% alignment with Grade 8 

Math 21st Century CSOs and EXPLORE

Almost 100% alignment with 21st Century 

CSOs for Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II 

and PLAN



Alignment of EXPLORE and PLAN 

to RLA 21st Century CSOs

Most 21ST Century R/ELA CSOs are 

covered by ACT’s EPAs.

Approximately 50% alignment with Grade 

8 21st Century Reading and Writing 

Content Standards and EXPLORE

Approximately 50% alignment with Grade 

10 21st Century Reading and Writing 

Content Standards and PLAN 



Alignment of EXPLORE and PLAN 

to Science 21st Century CSOs 

The Science 21st Century CSOs have been 

revised since the alignment study was 

conducted or are in the process of being 

revised.



Contact Information (304) 558-2546

EXPLORE/PLAN/ACT/PSAT/SAT
Dr. Beth Cipoletti dcipolet@access.k12.wv.us

WESTEST 2
Beth Judy bjudy@access.k12.wv.us

WESTEST 2 Online Writing
Dr. Vaughn Rhudy vrhudy@access.k12.wv.us

NAEP
Vickie Baker vbaker@access.k12.wv.us

Acuity
Sandy Foster slfoster@access.k12.wv.us
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