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	I.   INTER-ETHNIC
The instructional material meets the requirements of inter-ethnic:  concepts, content and illustrations, as set by West Virginia Board of Education Policy (Adopted December 1970).
	

	

	

	

	II. EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
The instructional material meets the requirements of equal opportunity:  concept, content, illustration, heritage, roles contributions, experiences and achievements of males and females in American and other cultures, as set by West Virginia Board of Education Policy (Adopted May 1975).
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INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS ADOPTION:  21st Century Learning EVALUATION CRITERIA
Curriculum for early education will establish a comprehensive framework which provides high quality and appropriate learning processes that create an engaging and responsive environment and supports each child’s development in all domains.  The curricular framework along with the approved curricular assessment, and the content standards and objectives, will be a part of an inter-related system that measures a child’s progress on a continuum of development and is utilized to individualize the children’s educational opportunities.  To be recommended for approval as an Early Education Curriculum, materials must be rated “In depth” or “Adequate” on 80% of the criteria.

In addition to alignment of Content Standards and Objectives (CSOs), materials must also clearly connect to Learning for the 21st Century which includes opportunities for students to develop
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	A. Philosophy
Curriculum is based on current research and knowledge of child development and learning styles.  It should reflect an understanding of how children learn and develop by:



	
	1. Addressing the developmental needs of children through practices that are consistent with current research, nationally recognized, and most effective practices. (All domains are taught in an integrated manner, not in isolation.)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2. Valuing exploration, creativity and construction as the child’s primary learning approaches (Children are actively moving about the room, interacting, exploring and investigating their environment.)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	3. Engaging children actively in the learning process and providing them opportunities to make meaningful choices.  (Worksheets are not utilized in any manner.)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	4. Responding to individual child interests, strengths and needs based on ongoing observation and assessment. (Sequence of content is determined by individual child assessment and child interest.)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	5. Supporting children so they will view themselves as part of a larger community (Children’s needs and interests should be considered, and peer to peer opportunities should be supported.)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	6. Emphasize 21st century learning skills for the development of processing skills through strategies such as open-ended questions, investigations, imaginative and dramatic play, and peer interactions. 

(Flashcards or worksheets are not utilized in any manner.)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	B. Implementation
The curriculum provides clear direction for how implementation supports the philosophy by:


	
	1. Providing children with opportunities to make independent choices and decisions within the environment, pertaining to interactions, engagement and use of materials and center activities.  

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2. Presenting opportunities for children to engage in open-ended activities that facilitate investigative, constructive, and independent engagement in learning activities.
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All West Virginia teachers are responsible for classroom instruction that integrates learning skills, technology tools and content standards and objectives.
For student mastery of content standards and objectives, the instructional materials will provide students with the opportunity to

	(Vendor/Publisher)

SPECIFIC LOCATION OF

CONTENT WITHIN PRODUCT
	IMR Committee Responses



	
	I=In-depth


	A=Adequate


	M=Minimal


	N=Nonexistent


	I
	
	A
	
	M
	
	N

	
	A. Curriculum


	
	1. Curriculum is balanced and designed to achieve long-range goals for social, emotional, physical, and cognitive and academic (early literacy, early numeracy, and language) achievement.  There are processes described in the curriculum that support children's progress on developmental continuum in each domain of development.  Content is integrated throughout the curriculum.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2. Social and Emotional:  The curriculum supports the development of positive self-concept.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	3. The Arts:  The curriculum supports the development of creative expression through music, art and drama.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	4. Physical Health and Development:  The curriculum supports children’s physical development, the development of large and fine motor skills as well as positive health practices.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	5. Language and Literacy:  The curriculum supports the development of emergent reading, writing, speaking and listening skills.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	6. Mathematics: The curriculum supports the development of early numeracy skills including, but not limited to:  numbers and operations, patterns and relationships, geometry and spatial sense, and measurement.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	7. Science:  The curriculum supports the development inquiry and problem solving skills and knowledge of the world around them through investigations.  
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	8. Representation and Symbolic Thinking:  The curriculum supports the development of representation and symbolic thinking.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	B.  Assessment


	
	1. Curriculum includes an assessment system that is aligned to West Virginia Early Learning Standards Framework (Policy 2520.15) and has been designed both to measure learning objectives and inform instruction.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2. Curriculum, content, and assessment are viewed as inter-related and are used to facilitate the individualization of classroom programming. 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	3. The curriculum incorporates a wide variety of learning experiences, materials and equipment, and instructional strategies that are responsive to the differences in prior learning experiences, maturation rates, learning styles, temperaments, abilities, and languages or modes of communication young children bring to the classroom.  Flexibility and adaptation to the unique needs of children and families is promoted.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	4. Curriculum builds on what children already know in order to consolidate their learning and foster the acquisition of new concepts and skills.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	5. Curriculum reflects the needs and interests of individual children by including the immediate environment and world with which the children are acquainted.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	6. Curriculum includes guidance and activities that reflect a variety of cultures, languages, ages, abilities and beliefs.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	7. Curriculum includes suggestions for adapting and/or modifying activities, materials and/or learning environments so that all children, regardless of ability, have the opportunity to practice all activities.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	8. The curriculum uses ongoing observation and assessment to determine appropriate planning and adaptations.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	C. Guidance



	
	1. The curriculum recognizes the role of children’s psychological safety in learning and promoting positive guidance techniques that support children’s frequent responses, respectful interactions between children and children and between children and staff.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	D.  Families


	
	2. Curriculum offers a variety of appropriate strategies to promote the essential role of families as partners in planning and implementing the child’s care and education and connecting the child’s early education experience to the home.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	E.  Learning Environment:
Defined learning centers and program components must include the integration of the following:


	
	1. Block Area: Provide guidance in the design and integration of the use of wooden unit blocks.  Design of environment should provide adequate space for large and small group construction and a variety of block sizes and shapes.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2. Book Area: Provide guidance in developing purposeful and thoughtful interactions that encourage emergent reading, writing, speaking and listening skills and for maintaining a print rich environment. Curriculum should also include guidance for a variety of materials and furnishings including child size shelves, displays, writing materials, variety of child size books – both fiction and non-fiction and storytelling props (hand puppets, flannel boards, etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	3. Science and Nature Area: Provide suggested activities that encourage children to investigate the world around them and reflect on it. Guidance includes integration of a variety of materials for life science (pets, plants, health/nutrition), physical sciences (magnets, magnifying glasses, scales, mirrors, pulleys, etc.), and earth and the environment (sand, water, clay, rocks, etc.).

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	4. Dramatic Play and Role Playing Area: Provide guidance on the design of a learning center where children can use their imagination and be creative with role playing activities.  The use of child-size home furnishings, dress-up materials, accessories that represent a variety of occupations and cultures, especially those of the children’s families should be included.  Guidance on the arrangement and versatility should be included, which include flexibility in dramatic play area becoming a variety of settings.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	5. Writing and Manipulative Area: Provide suggestions and guidance should help teachers create an environment that includes many opportunities throughout the daily routine to use their fine motor skills in a developmentally appropriate way.  Suggestions for ways to design space to allow for a variety of self correcting toys (puzzles), open-ended toys (Legos®, peg boards), collectibles, and cooperative games should be included.


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	6. Physical Activity/ Outdoor Play:  Provide suggestions for a variety of high energy releasing activities, including musical activities, in which children participate indoors and outdoors. 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	7. Art Area: Provide guidance to teachers for how to maintain an area in which children can explore different sensory activities and create and represent in a visual way.  Materials and experiences include materials to paint on, paint with, draw on, draw with, cut and paste, mold, and construct three-dimensional constructions.  Include suggestions for organization of the art environment to encourage children’s independent use of materials and management of their work.   

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	8. Music: Provide guidance on integration of musical instruments, musical technology (CD player, record player, tape recorder), and music and movement experiences as choice in the daily activities and schedule.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	F.  Daily Schedule and Routine:        
The curriculum will provide guidance for teachers:

	
	1. in how to offer opportunities for children to make choices and to participate in learning centers so children can learn through center-based activities for at least one- third of the day they are in attendance.   
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2. in how to prioritize the need for children to interact with their peers, teachers and learning materials.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	3. in how to alternate active and less active learning moments rather than lengthy periods of sitting still.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	4. in how to demonstrate respect for the need of young to rest or be active as is appropriate without compromising quality learning time.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	5. in how to integrate teaching multiple subjects rather than separating class time by subject/content area.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	6. in ways to provide opportunities for children to share with the group and take pride in their accomplishments.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	G. Planning

	
	1. Integration of curricular framework content is supported through use of a planning organizer (such as studies, projects).  A process for planning for weekly experiences and sharing plans with families is included.  
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	H. Materials Safety
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	1. Instructional materials recommended as a part of the curriculum meet the National Health and Safety Standards:  Guidelines for Out-of-Home Child Care Programs published by the APHA and AAP.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	I. Technology
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	1. Includes a technology component that can be used to implement and/or supplement the curriculum to ensure integration of 21st Century Learning Skills and Technology Tools (Policy 2520.14).
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	J. Professional Development Opportunities
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	1. Includes a variety of professional development opportunities and/or ongoing technical assistance, including those at the site level, on-line, or via phone.
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