Report from the West Virginia Department of Education

to the West Virginia Music Educators Association Executive Board
November 22, 2008  –  Flatwoods
Julia Murin Lee, Arts Coordinator

Email: jrlee@access.k12.wv.us   Phone: 304-558-5325, ext. 53231
TEACH 21 website:
There are resources that music teachers should know about on the TEACH 21 website. 

The website address is http://wvde.state.wv.us/teach21/ .  

1. Interactive CSOs.  (These are more convenient to use than the way they appear on the Policy 2520.10 link for Music.) 

A word search feature allows you to find places in other content areas that use the same word or phrase (e.g. Typing the word “rhythm” connects music CSOs to pertinent reading/English language art, dance and visual art CSOs along with resources.)
2. You will notice a little magnifying glass icon by the objectives.  Clicking on this icon brings up the wording of the objective.  And some of these have a link that will take you directly to an “Instructional Guide” that uses the objective. 
3. In the Strategy Bank under “Writing Across the Curriculum” you can find some suggested links for theatre among listings of “Writing in Specific Content Areas.” 


New Arts Link at WVDE website:

There is a new arts link at WVDE.  To get to the new WVDE arts link go to http://wvde.state.wv.us/instruction/visual_and_fine_arts.html 

… or you can go to http://wvde.state.wv.us/instruction/  then place your cursor on CONTENT AREAS and take it to "Visual and Performing Arts" (for general information on the arts) and on “Music” (for information specific to music). This is new and is still in the process of being developed. The WV Music Education Association is directly referenced in the MUSIC sub link on the side bar.
ARTS ALIVE 2009:

This year the ARTS ALIVE showcase event is scheduled for Monday, April 27th at the Clay Center for the Arts & Sciences in Charleston.  The event begins at 7 p.m. and is free to the general public.  The new ARTS ALIVE project manager is Peggy Snyder.  Peggy teaches arts courses at Capital High School.
Bugle Bill Grant Awards: The year, the West Virginia Legislature has again provided a budget for implementing the Veteran's Honors Funeral Assistant Community Service Program -- the program required by H.B. 2286, informally known as "The Bugle Bill."   By law, each county should have in place a framework for implementing this program. The grant award allotment for each county is $90.90.  I have encouraged county board representatives to consult with their schools’ appropriate music education personnel in deciding how this year’s H.B. 2286 allocation should be spent. The grant award may be spent, for example, on reimbursing students for their transportation costs to and from graveside services;  starting a fund to purchase needed instruments for sounding Taps at graveside services; providing an honorarium for student participation; or providing training for students on proper procedure at a veteran’s graveside service. 
WVDE Efforts to Strengthen State’s Orchestra Programs: Maestro Grant Cooper, Artistic Director & Conductor of the WV Symphony Orchestra (WVSO), recently met with Superintendent Steven Paine, State Board Member Priscilla Haden, WVSO Education Manager Betty King, and WVDE Arts Coordinator Julia Lee.  The concern of the group’s meeting was the state’s orchestra programs.  Maestro Cooper presented his observation that when traveling around West Virginia he is often approached by music teachers expressing their concern over the fact that the better woodwind, brass and percussion students who audition for All-State events are awarded seats in the All-State Band first.  Subsequently, the lesser-skilled woodwind, brass and percussion students are guided toward playing in the All-State Orchestra. The difference is very notable, in Mr. Cooper's experience of listening – back-to-back – to rehearsals of the All State Band and the All State Orchestra.
Julia Lee was asked to represent this group’s concerns in approaching the WV Music Educators Association Executive Board with a request to consider implementing any combinations of the following: 

a. Consciously adopt policies which further the idea that Band and Orchestra are not in competition with each other, but represent complementary musical experiences. Actively work, as educators, in furthering this understanding in the minds of our students.
b. Divide more equally the number of skilled woodwind, brass and percussion players between All-State Band and All-State Orchestra; and/or  …
c. Rotate the years that All-State Band and All-State Orchestra would have the better woodwind, brass and percussion students.  
d. Consciously assign students to the Band and the Orchestra on an alternating basis: in year one, the top flutist (for example) would be assigned first chair in the Band while the second-ranked flutist would be assigned the top chair in the Orchestra. In year two, the top flutist (for example) would be assigned first chair in the Orchestra while the second-ranked flutist would be assigned the top chair in the Band. And so on. 
e. Consider choosing the Clay Center as a venue for All-State Orchestra. This would provide orchestra students the experience of playing in an acoustically 21st century venue.  The Clay Center is such a singular venue in the State of West Virginia that the opportunity to perform in it represents an educational experience so powerful that it "trumps" all other considerations (such as the loss of an overnight trip for Charleston-based students, or the annual cost of travel to Charleston for those students who live outside of the state capital).

