Assessments
“Successful schools are places where teams of teachers meet regularly to focus on student work through assessment and change their instructional practice accordingly to get better results.” 
                                                                                     Michael Fullen, 2000

Reading assessment for older students (grades 4-12) often starts broadly and then becomes more discrete in order to pinpoint specific reading skills that might cause difficulties in the content areas.  For example, in grades 6-12, use prior year ending assessments (i.e., WESTEST) to broadly assess students as good readers and poor readers. Then progress monitor at least 2 to 3 times a year.  If a student fails to reach progress monitoring benchmarks, then diagnostic assessment is completed to identify specific skill gaps.  

Although the issues of accountability and high-stakes testing are ever present, schools and teachers must have a working knowledge of classroom assessments for learning.  These classroom assessments for learning measure the student’s ability to apply knowledge to  complex situtations needed for 21st century skills.  Literacy Leadership Teams have the responsibility of beginning the conversations and providing the resources for classroom assessment and assessment for learning.  
3 Critical Questions Literacy Assessment Must Answer
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What is the student’s level of development?

· Where should I begin?  (use Lexile.com)

· Do they need extra help?  Serious intervention?
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What is critical to teach?

· Diagnostic insight…error analysis, strengths…

· What are they “using but confusing?”

· Where should I focus my teaching?  How?  Materials?
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Is the help actually helping?
· Should I keep doing this?  Is it working?  If not, do something different.
From Dr. Kevin Feldman, 2006

For more information on classroom assessment for learning go to 

http://classroomassessmentforlearning.googlepages.com/21CenturyAssessmentBrochureRevisedAp.pdf 

