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1.0. PURPOSE:
This operational procedure offers guidelines for the administration and issuance of the West Virginia General Educational Development (GED) Diploma to select students in juvenile facilities in accordance with State Board of Education Policy 2444.4:  Issuance of the State of West Virginia General Educational Development (GED) Diploma Based Upon Passage of the GED Tests.
2.0 APPLICABILITY:
Procedures apply to all Institutional Education Programs located in state juvenile facilities.

3.0 POLICY STATEMENT:

The Office of Institutional Education Programs (OIEP) provides an opportunity for juveniles to take the GED. 

4.0 DEFINITIONS:
4.1  None 

5.0 PROCEDURES:

5.1 The principal and/or lead teacher is responsible for the implementation of this procedure.
5.2 Students sixteen (16) years of age or older may take the GED while residing in an OIEP facility.
5.3 The Student Assistance Team (SAT) will receive all recommendations for students to take the Official GED.

5.4 Students being considered for the GED may be offered an opportunity to take the Official GED Practice Tests (OPT).  No version of the OPT will be reused with the same student within a three (3) month time period.

5.5 Students may be considered for administration of the Official GED providing the student:
a. 
Is sixteen (16) years of age or older;
b.
Has received educational and career counseling by education staff to develop an adequate educational/vocational transition plan, which shall be documented and signed by both the student and the education staff providing counseling;
c.
Has a true credit deficit – any sixteen (16) year old student who has completed three (3) semesters of high school and has three (3) or fewer credits, any student, sixteen (16) years old or older who could not complete credit requirements for a high school diploma before his/her twentieth (20th) birthday.
d.
Has the approval of probation, if applicable, and parent(s);
e.
Achieves a minimum score of 420 on each individual subtest of the Official GED Practice Tests (OPT) with a total score of 2250;
f.
Completion of Request for Testing Accommodations, should the student qualify;
g.
Proficiency with the use of the calculator(s) approved for use by GED.
h.
Students who do not pass GED when first administered must make a 450 on each individual test on the OPT before retesting.  

5.6 Adjudicated students under the control of a court will be given an opportunity to take the GED with a court order from a judge or a magistrate designated as a juvenile referee. 
5.7 Students who receive a GED prior to or during their residency in a facility may continue to pursue the requirements for a high school diploma or other educational or career/technical/vocational programs available in the facility.  
6.0 AUTHORITY
6.1 State Board of Education Policy 2444.4:  Issuance of the State of West Virginia General Educational Development (GED) Diploma Based Upon Passage of the GED Tests.
West Virginia Department of Education
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