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5.1.2 Selection and Implementation of Career Majors (Continued)

D.

Students choosing the professional pathway, along with their
parent(s), may use the process set forth in this section to substitute
other career major courses for the fourth credit in mathematics and/or
the fourth credit in science and/or the two credits in a foreign language
if the credit(s) to be substituted is/are more likely to prepare the
student for success in college and/or are more relevant to the
student's post-secondary goals as identified in the five-year transition
plan. The student and his/her parents, when choosing to substitute
other courses must sign a form stating that they understand that in so
choosing the student will not meet admission requirements for a
baccalaureate degree program at any West Virginia public college or
university.

Students choosing the skilled pathway, along with their parent(s), may
use the process set forth in this section to substitute another career
major course for the fourth credit in mathematics if the credit to be
substituted is more likely to prepare the student for success in post-
secondary education and/or is more relevant to the student's post-
secondary goals as identified in the five year transition plan.
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11-44-4, Requirements for Graduation

4.1 Standard Graduation Requirements beginning with the Class of 2003

These graduation requirements for grades 9-12 are effective for students who entered
grade 9 in the 1999-2000 school year (Class of 2003) through students entering grade 9
in the 2003-2004 school year (Class of 2007).

*English/Language Arts 4 credits
(English 9, 10, 11, 12)

**Mathematics 3 credits
(Two of the three credits will be Algebra | and

above.)

***Science 3 credits

(Coordinated and Thematic Science 9,
Coordinated and Thematic Science 10, and one
course above Coordinated Thematic Science 10
level.)

Social Studies 3 credits
(United States 1900, World Studies to 1900, and
Twentieth Century)

Physical Education/Wellness 1 credit
Health 1 credit
Fine Arts 1 credit
Introduction to Career Skills 1 credit
Career Majors**** 4 credits
Recommended Electives 5 credits

(To be chosen from the major selected and as
listed on the program of studies.)

Work-based Learning
(Relative work-based learning will be required in
each major.)

Total to Graduate 26 credits

*A maximum of 1/2 unit of credit in speech may be included in the four required units of English-
language arts. Journalism, speech (exciuding the 1/2 unit allowed), drama, theater, and other
related courses are electives and shall not be used as any of the four required units of
English/Language Arts.
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4.1

Standard Graduation Requirements with the Class of 2003 (Continued)

**Successful completion of the objectives for Applied Math I and Il is equivalent to Algebra | credit,
Applied Geometry may be substituted for a formal course in Geometry.

***Three units of Vocational Agriculture may be substituted for one unit of science.

****Prior to students selecting career majors, opportunities for career decision-making orientation
will be provided through Introduction to the Majors and relative work-based experience.

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

46

Students who take courses in their career major area that also satisfy
requirements in other areas of graduation requirements will need to complete
their 26 credits with electives of their choice from the high schools course
offerings.

All professional level students are strongly encouraged to complete two
courses in a foreign language.

Credit is to be awarded based upon either demonstrated mastery of the
content standards and objectives through successful compietion of the
course or through tested mastery of approved contents standards. (See
Preston County Board of Education Policies 11-43, 11-43A, 11-43B.)

Students demonstrating mastery of instructional grade level objectives in the
subjects are to be provided the opportunity to advance to the next grade level
objectives.

Change of Major Policy

Any student may change from one major to another major at the end of any
given semester. The students will be required to fill out a "Change of Major"
form and submit it to a panel of educators that will be convened for the
purpose of reviewing his/her request. The panel shall consist of the high
school principal or his designee, the student's guidance counselor and
advisor, the work-based education teacher, and one teacher from that
student's present major area, and one teacher from the major area to which
the student wishes to transfer.

Credits for these courses are awarded based upon demonstrated mastery of
the instructional objectives.
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11-44-5 Standard Graduation Requirements beginning with students entering
grade 9 in the school year 2004-05 and thereafter

5.1 These graduation requirements for grades 9-12 are effective with students
entering grade 9 in the school year 2004-2005 and thereafter.

Core Requirements (18 Credits)

English Language Arts 4 credits
English 9, 10, 11, 12

Mathematics * 3 credits
Two of the three credits will be Algebra |

and above

Science ** 3 credits

Coordinated and Thematic Science 9,
Coordinated and Thematic Science 10
and one course above Coordinated and
Thematic Science 10 level

Social Studies 4 credits

United States to 1900, Word Studies to
1900, Twentieth and Twenty-First
Centuries Civics

Introduction to Career Skills 1 credit
Physical Education 1 credit
Health 1 credit
The Arts 1 credit

Successful completion of Applied Math | and 1] is equivalent to an Algebra | credit. All
students must take Algebra I or its equivalent prior to the end of tenth grade.  Applied
Geometry may be substituted for a formal course of geometry.

e

With parental consent, students with a declared entry or skilled level major in vocational
agriculture will, upon successful completion of a Robert C. Beach Vocational Agriculture
creditin grade 11 or 12, be exempt from the third required unit of credit in science (See Sec.
5.59.)
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11-44-5

Standard Graduation Requirements beginning with students entering
grade 9 in the school year 2004-05 and thereafter (Continued).

5.1 These graduation requirements for grades 9-12 are effective with students
entering grade 9 in the school year 2004-2005 and thereafter (Continued).

Career Major Credits (4 Credits)

Professional Pathway

Skilled Pathway ****

Entry Pathway ****

Mathematics 4™ credit
which must be above
Algebra | ***

Natural Science 4" credit

Mathematics 4™ credit
which must be above
Algebra | ***

Concentration 3 credits

Concentration 4
credits*****

Foreign Language 2
credits in one language
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These students must earn four credits in mathematics including Algebra | and two other
courses above Algebra I. See West Virginia Department of Education Policy 2510, Secs.
8.2.6.D, E and F for a process allowing students and their parent(s) to substitute other
career major credits for these credits. The student and his/her parents, when choosing to
substitute other courses, must sign a form stating that they understand that in so choosing
the student will not meet admission requirements for a baccalaureate degree program at
any West Virginia public college or university.

The four concentration units provided students in entry-level technical majors and two of the
concentration units at the skilled level must be consistent with those defined in the Required
Technical Courses by Career Major technical assistance document published by the
Department of Education.

A concentration is a series of credits directly refated to a student’s chosen career major and
post-secondary goal (pathway). Each technical concentration in a school shail obtain and
maintain an appropriate industry recognized accreditation/certification, when one is
available, and shall provide students the opportunity to obtain that industry-recognized
credential as part of the instructional program.

Electives ***** (4 Credits)

The remaining credits required for graduation are to be electives
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11-44-5

51

Standard Graduation Requirements beginning with students entering
grade 9 in the school year 2004-05 and thereafter (Continued).

These graduation requirements for grades 9-12 are effective with students
entering grade 9 in the school year 2004-2005 and thereafter (Cont.)

Work Based Learning Experience

9-12.

All students must participate in a work-based learning experience, stimulated workplace
situation, community service, and/or school-based enterprise at some time in grades

11-44-6

6.1

6.2

Students Who Do Not Complete Requirements in Four Years

Continuous Enroliment - If a student has been enrolled continuously for four
years in grades 9-12 but has not accumulated the required number of units,
the student shall be expected to meet the graduation requirements which
were in effect when he entered ninth grade. Since the student has attended
four full years, he/she would not be required to attend the full day.

Re-enroliment - If a student has enroiled after dropping out of school the
requirements that a student must meet depends upon the length of time
he/she has been out of school. If the student has been out of schoo! less than
one year, he/she would be expected to complete the graduation requirements
which were in effect when he/she entered grade nine. Ifthe student has been
out of school one year or more, he/she would be expected to complete the
current graduation requirements.
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11-44-6 One Graduating Class Per Year

A student who meets the graduation requirements will be a member of the
graduating class of the year in which the requirements were completed. The
school year officially ends on the last day in the school calendar. There shall
be one graduating class per year; provided thatany student who fails to meet
graduation requirements at the time his/her class graduates, but completes
the requirements in an approved summer school program, shall be awarded
his/her diploma upon verification of successful completion of the
requirements.

Legal Reference: West Virginia Board of Education Policy 2444.01

Adopted: July 19, 1983; May 23, 1988; August 28, 1995; July 12, 1999;
September 27, 1999; August 11, 2003.
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11-44-1

STUDENTS

Units of Credit Required

Beginning with the Class of 2003, twenty-six (26) units of credit are required to graduate.

11-44-2

2.1,

2.2

23

24

Definitions

Standard Graduation Requirements - the number of required and elective
units of credit which must be earned by a student in grades 9-12 in order to
be graduated from high school with a standard diploma. A student must also
attend at least four years in grades 9-12 unless an attendance exception is
granted pursuant to Preston County Board of Education Policy 11-19
Individual Exception to Four Year Attendance Requirement.

Modified Graduation Requirements - the alternative learning objectives
specified in the individualized educational program which must be completed
by a severely handicapped student in order to be graduated from high school
with a modified diploma. See Preston County Board of Education Policy 11-
43, Unit of Credit; also see Policy 11-43A, Alternative Delivery Systems for
a Unit of Credit.

Unit of Credit - A unit of credit is awarded to students for the successful
demonstration of mastery of the content standards and objectives for an
approved required or elective high school level course for which a minimum
of 8100 minutes of instructional time has been allotted. See Preston County
Board of Education Policy 11-43, Unit of Credit; also see Policy 11-43A,
Alternative Delivery Systems for a Unit of Credit

Standard Diplomas - diplomas awarded to students, including exceptional
students, who satisfactorily complete all state and county standard
graduation requirements.
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11-44-2

25

26

27

2.8

2.9

2.10

2.11

Definitions (continued)

Modified Diplomas - diplomas awarded to severely handicapped students
who satisfactorily complete modified graduation requirements.

Contentstandards - A broad description of knowledge and skills that students
are expected to acquire in a content area.

Alternative Learning Objectives - Learning objectives appropriate to meet the
needs of a student determined unable to successfully achieve the learning
objectives necessary to meet standard graduation requirements. The
determination of ability to achieve standard alternative learning objectives is
made by the Individualized Education Program committee. These alternative
learning objectives do not have to be from the required and elective areas of
study for standard graduation requirements, but they are learning objectives
which are reasonable and attainable for severely handicapped students.

Certificates of Achievement - Certificates awarded in addition to a standard
diploma to recognize students whose adolescent planned educational
program meets specific requirements which exceed state requirements.

Applied Arts - home economics, technology, pre-vocational educational
computer education, and vocational education.

Fine or Performing Arts - art, music, drama, and dance.

Career Cluster - a broad division of occupations that have common
characteristics. Preston County Schools recognizes six of these clusters that
include Health, Human Services, Business/Marketing, Science/Natural
Resources, Fine Arts/fHumanities, and Engineering/Technology. Students
select a cluster to study at the end of the eighth grade and after completion
of the eighth grade course entitled "Introduction to Clusters.”
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11-44-2

212

213

2.14

215

216

217

Definitions (Continued)

Career Major - a more specific area of career education and/or preparation
selected by the student at the end of the tenth grade and after completion of
an introductory course that explores the student's cluster choice. The career
major may take one of three pathways: Professional (Baccalaureate Degree
or above); Skilled (Associate Degree or Post-secondary Certificate); or Entry
(entry into the workplace directly after high school).

Work Based Learning - Education activities that assist students to gain an
awareness of the workplace; develop an appreciation of the relevance of
academic subject matter to workplace performance; and gain valuable work
experience and skills while exploring career interests and abilities. This
activity may take place in an actual place of work, or by way of a work-based
learning experience, simulated workplace situation, community service,
and/or school-based enterprise at some time in grades 9-12.

Core Major Course - required courses as set forth in the program of studies
for a student's declared major.

Elective Units - Elective units are the additional offerings which are needed
to complete the required 26 units and which meet a student's specific needs
and abilities. State Board Policy 2510, Regulations for General, Vocational,
and Special Educational Programs, gives a listing of electives which must be
available to students in all schools of West Virginia. Elective offerings needed
to meet state and county graduation requirements should be chosen from
those listed in that policy.

Restricted Electives - courses that are directly related to a student's selected
major that are approved and listed in the program of studies.

Pathway - Designation of a student's intended postsecondary goal within the
five-year education plan and the level and sequence of courses needed to
achieve that goal. Professional (Baccalaureate Degree or above); Skilled
(Associate Degree or Postsecondary Certificate); or Entry {entry into the
workplace directly after high school).
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11-44-3

31

Individualized Student Transition Plan

An Individualized Student Transition Plan covering grades nine through
twelve and the first year beyond graduation from high school is developed for
every student in consultation with her/his parents and school counselor or

advisor.

3.1.1 Plan Development and Initial Implementation

A.

During the eighth grade year, each student's plan is developed
for grades nine and ten. The plan is based upon previous
career awareness, exploration activities, and a review of the
student's ACT Explore results.

Each student, in consultation with his or her parents and school
counselor or advisor, selects a broad career cluster for
exploration in grades nine and ten and develops the plan
based upon the choice of a career cluster. The student may
amend his/her plan at the end of any semester.

The parent(s) and student each sign and receive a copy of the
plan.

The plan for an eligible gifted student is developed during the
eighth grade year by an |EP Team and includes the honors
and advanced placement classes that must be provided for the
student in grades nine through twelve.

5.1.2 Selection and Implementation of Career Majors

A During the tenth grade year, each student shall develop, after review
of the student's ACT Plan results, and in consultation with her or his
parent(s) and school counselor or advisor, the second phase of the
plan and shall select a career major for the final years of high school
and the first year after high school that will prepare the student for
college, other post-secondary education, and gainful employment.
The ptan may be amended and/or the career major changed at the
end of any semester.
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§.1.2 Selection and Implementation of Career Majors (Continued)

B.

The following rules allow students, whether they are preparing for
college, other postsecondary education, or work, to take a higher level
or more rigorous course, The College Board's Advanced Placement
course, or a college course in place of a required career major course
or recommended elective course as set forth in the applicable high
school programs of study document, as evidenced by parental and
school signatures on the student's five-year transition plan. These
rules do not apply to the required academic units for English
Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, Physical
Education, Health and the Arts specified in this policy as the minimum
state requirements for graduation.

(@)  Astudent, in consultation with his or her parents, may request
to take a higher level or more rigorous course, The College
Board’s Advanced Placement course, or college course in lieu
of a required career major or recommended elective course as
specified in the high schoo! programs of studies document.
Such requests must be approved by the county superintendent
and principal. The decision as to whether the substitute
course will count as credit for the specified major or
recommended elective requirement must be based on its
applicability to the student's 5-year transition plan and post
high school goals.

(b)  The student and his or her parents must be advised of the
decision of the superintendent and the impact of the substitute
course on the student's preparation for college, other
postsecondary education or employment in the student's major
field of study. Furthermore, the student's Certificate of
Proficiency must not indicate that the student completed a
career major unless the course is judged to be related and
relevant to the career major.

c) A notation must be made on the student's five-year transition
plan indicating that this process was followed and that the
parents and student clearly understand the impact of the
course substitution.
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5.1.2 Selection and Implementation of Career Majors (Continued)

(d) Definitions of terms used in this section are as follows:

(A)

D)

Higher Level Course - A course in the same content
area, but at a higher sequential level *(e.g.,
Trigonometry in lieu of Geometry).”

More Rigorous Course - A course within the same
content area in which the rigor and expectations are
higher than the course for which the substitution is
being made (e.g., Advanced Chemistry in lieu of
Chemistry-Technical Conceptual).

Advanced Placement - An academic learning
experience characterized by content and performance
expectations beyond those normally available for the
age/grade level of the student (e.g., The College Board:;
Advanced Placement course, or advanced satellite or
Internet courses).

College Course - Any course for which college credit is
awarded (e.g., dual credit, regular college course).

The parent(s) and student each sign and receive a copy of the plan.

(a) Other Plan Components May Include

(A) Co-curricular Activities

(B) Extracurricular activities

Assessment of Plan - Each graduate will be provided an assessment
form, and will be requested to compiete and return the form at the end
of the first year following graduation to the high school from which
she/he graduated. (Effective July 1, 2003)




