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Graduation Requirements

Graduation requirements are the number of units, both
required and elective, which must be earned for the awarding of a
high school diploma. These graduation requirements are minimal, and
students are encouraged to attain units of credit beyond the minimal
requirements. To qualify for graduation from St. Marys High School
and to participate in commencement exercises, a student must meet the
minimum unit requirements in grades nine through twelve in one of the
career pathways.

If a student has been enrolled continuously in grades 9-12, the
student shall be expected to meet the graduation requirements that
were in effect when he/she entered the ninth grade. If a student has
enrolled after dropping out of school, the requirements a student
must meet depend upon the length of time he/she has been out of
school. 1If the student has been out of school less than one year,
he/she would be expected to complete the graduation requirements that
were in effect when he/she entered grade nine. If the student has
been out of school one year or more, he/she would be expected to
complete the current graduation requirements.

Any student who successfully completes a high school level
course prior to grade nine shall receive full credit for that course
toward graduation requirements. The student's permanent records for
grades 9-12 shall indicate completion of the courses. The grade for
any course taken prior to grade nine becomes part of the student's
permanent record, and is calculated in the student's grade point
average.

Elective units are the additional offerings that are needed to
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complete the 24 units of credit required for graduation, based on the

Programs of Study as relating to career clusters and majors.
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All students shall be scheduled for the full instructional day for
all four years. Exceptions may be made by the Board of Education to
accommodate placement into college courses, advanced vocational
programs, or other circumstances specified in accordance with policy
File: 7.6-R - Administrative Procedures for Attendance Exceptions
Relative to Beginning College Studies and Other Compelling
Circumstances.

REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION
ADOLESCENT 9-12
These graduation requirements for Grade 9-12 become effective for

students entering Grade 9 in the 1999-2000 school year.

English/Language Arts
Four Courses: English 9, 10, 11, 12

Mathematics
Three Courses: Two of the three credits will be Algebra 1 and
above.

Science
Three Courses: Coordinated and Thematic Science 9, Coordinated and

Thematic Science 10, and one course above Coordinated Thematic
Science 10 level.

Social Studies
Three Courses: United States to 1900, World Studies to 1900, and
Twentieth/Twenty-First Centuries

Physical Education/Wellness
One Course

Health
One Course

The Fine Arts
One Course

Computer Applications
One Course
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Career Majors
Four Courses: Career Majors are to be determined at the local
school or county level.
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Recommended Electives
Three Courses: Chosen from the school’s offerings of electives.

A combination of career major units and recommended/electives should
total seven (7) credits.

Work-based Learning
Work-based learning will be determined at the local level.

ADOLESCENT 9-12

These graduation requirements for Grade 9-12 become effective for
students entering Grade 9 in the 2004-2005 school year.

CORE GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

English/Language Arts
Four Courses: English 9, 10, 11, 12

Mathematics

Three Courses: Two of the three credits will be Algebra 1 and
above.

Science

Three Courses: Coordinated and Thematic Science 9, Coordinated and
Thematic Science 10, and one course above Coordinated Thematic
Science 10 level.

Social Studies
Four Courses: United States to 1900, World Studies to 1900, and

Twentieth/Twenty-First Centuries, Civics

Physical Education/Wellness
One Course

Health
One Course

The Fine Arts
One Course

Computer Applications
One Course

Work-based Learning
Work-based learning will be determined at the local level.
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PROFESSIONAL PATHWAY
(Plan to pursue a 4 year college
degree)

SKILLED PATHWAY

(Plan to pursue a 2 year
associate’s degree or technical/

ENTRY PATHWAY

(Plan to enter the work force
upon graduation)

6 Credits trade school) . 6 Credits
6 Credits
Math 4 Credit 1 credit . . Concentration 4 credits
Science 4% Credit 1 credit Math 4 Credit 1 credit |giectives 2 credits
Foreign Lang 2 credits Concentration 3 credits
(Must be the same language)
Electives 2 credits

Electives

2 credits

4 FULL YEARS:
have an opportunity to earn 28 credits in 4 years.

Per state law all students must attend school 4 full years. Students

This means each student has an

opportunity to select 4 additional electives of their choice.

Total for Graduation - 24 Units of Credit

Credit is to be awarded based upon either demonstrated mastery of the
content standards and objectives through successful completion of the

course or through tested mastery of approved contents standards.

6.4
the

course.,

obj

(See
.6 - Policy 2510) The county board of educations shall determine
level of mastery which constitutes successful completion of a
Students demonstrating mastery of instructional grade level
ectives in the subjects are to be provided the opportunity to

advance to the next grade level objectives.

*

Successful completion of Applied Math I and II is
equivalent to an Algebra I credit. Applied Geometry may
be substituted for a formal course of geometry.

i With parent consent, students with a declared entry or
skilled level major in vocational agriculture will, upon
successful completion of a Robert C. Beach Vocational
Agriculture credit in grade 11 or 12, be exempt from the
third required unit of credit in science. (See Sec. 5.59
- Policy 2510).

wkk Prior to students selecting career majors, opportunities
for career decision making must be provided.

Hx AKX The decision regarding credit for the experiences at grade
9-12 will also be made at the local level.

References: State Board Policy 2444.01; State Board Policy 2510

Amended: August 26, 2004
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