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Graduation Requirements

The Morgan County Board of Education and the West Virginia Board of Education
believe that schools must attempt to prepare every student who exits from high school with
the knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary to be a successful, functioning member of
society; develop proficiency in basic functional skills; to function in this culture; to develop a
sense of civic responsibilities and prepare him/her for vocational and vocational activities.

1.0 GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

A. Standard Graduation Requirements
Standard graduation requirements are the number of required and elective units of
credit which must be earned by a student to graduate from high school. A standard
diploma is the document that is awarded to a student to verify completion of the
graduation requirements.

1. Total Units

Beginning with students that enter the 9% grade in school year 1999-2000, the
total number of unit credits needed for graduation is twenty-six (26).

2. Required Units

Twenty-six required units are the offerings which constitute a common body of
general learning necessary for preparing a student to function in society.

English-Language Arts 4 units
Social Studies 3 units
Mathematics 3 units
Science 3 units
Physical Education 1 unit

Health 1 unit

Fine Arts 1 unit

Career Major Courses 4 units
Recommended Electives 4 units
Unrestricted Electives 2 units

Work-Based Experience 100 Hours

TOTAL 26 units

3. Math Requirements

Two of the three credits will be Algebra I and above.
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Graduation Requirements (Continued)

Science Requirements

The three science credits will include Coordinated and Thematic Science 9,
Coordinated and Thematic Science 10, and one course above the Coordinated
and Thematic Science 10 level.

Students successfully completing one credit in an approved Vocational
Agriculture course shall meet the science requirement for one course above
the Coordinated and Thematic Science 10 level. An “approved vocational
agriculture course” is defined as a Vocational Agriculture course from a list
approved by the West Virginia Board of Education for such credit,

Social Studies Requirements
The three social studies credits will include United States History to 1900,
World Studies to 1900, and Twentieth-Twenty First Century.

Fine Arts Requirement
A credit in Music (Vocal or Instrumental), Visual Art, Dance, or Theater
meets the fine arts curriculum.

Career Cluster

Students entering the 9% grade, beginning with school year, 1997-98, will
select a career cluster for exploration during grades nine and ten. This
selection is a part of their Individualized Student Transition Plan. This
selection is made in consultation with the parent and school advisor, and may
be amended at the end of any semester.

Career Majors
Students entering the 11% grade, beginning with school year 1999-2000, will

select a career major that will prepare the student for college, other
postsecondary education, and gainful employment. This selection is a part of
their Individualized Student Transition Plan. This selection is made in
consultation with the parent and school advisor, and may be amended at the
end of any semester.

Senior Project
Beginning with students that entered the 9™ grade in school year 1996-97 at

Berkeley Springs High School will be required to complete a senior project.

Required Core Course
Students entering the 11 grade, beginning with school year, 1999-2000, will

be required to complete the four core courses in their career major.

Modified Graduation Requirements

Modified graduation requirements are designed for severely handicapped

students who follow a functional curriculum as designed by the IEP Committee.
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Graduation Requirements (Continued)

Diplomas

Morgan County will award two types of diplomas: (1) a standard
diploma; and (2) a modified diploma for severely handicapped
students.

2.0 PROGRAM DELIVERY

A.

Unit of Credit

A unit of credit is that which is awarded for the attainment of learning
outcomes from a required or elective area of study.

Alternative to the Unit of Credit

1.

Accepting credits earned before 9" grade

Any student who successfully completes a high school level course
prior to Grade 9 shall receive full credit for that course toward meeting
total unit, and if applicable, required unit graduation requirements.
The student’s permanent record for grades 9-12 shall indicate
completion of the area of study.

Testing Out

Students may receive credit for courses based on tested or
demonstrated mastery of the instructional goals and objectives in
accordance with the provision of Morgan County Board of Education
Policy IKEC.

External Learning Programs of Study

Credit may be given for external study coursework (correspondence,
Internet, distance learning, and other) in core curriculum areas when
the courses meet the West Virginia IGO requirements. Other credit
can be given for alternative methods of coursework completion when
approved by the Morgan County Board of Education.

College Classes

A student enrolled in a Morgan County School may use credit earned
in college-level classes as credit to meet graduation requirements.
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Graduation Requirements (Continued)
S. Summer School

A student enrolled in a Morgan County School will receive credit for
credit awarded by completion of a class in a summer school approved
by the West Virginia State Board of Education.

Exceptional Students

An individualized education program shall specify how graduation credit is to
be earned by an eligible handicapped student. Primary consideration must be given to
the completion of the learning outcomes prescribed for all students.

Changes may be made to the delivery of learning outcomes through learning
objectives, teaching strategies, media/resources, and evaluation techniques if such
changes are specified in [EP. A student who masters the individualized education
program learning outcomes shall be awarded a standard diploma.

If the IEP committee determines that a student cannot successfully achieve the
learning outcomes necessary to eamn a standard diploma, the individualized education
program shall specify the functional curriculum which is appropriate to meet the
needs of the students. If a student reaches age 21 or completes the goals and
objectives as outlined on their IEP, a student shall be awarded a modified diploma.

Attendance

Attendance for all four years during grades 9-12 is important to attain full
benefit from the educational programs offered in the schools of Morgan County.
Therefore, all students in Morgan County shall be scheduled for the full instructional
day for all four years. Exceptions are set forth in Morgan County Policy JECF.

Transfer of students into Morgan County

Students who transfer into the Morgan County School System from other
schools approved by other state systems may not have completed the required units
needed for graduation in Morgan County. In most instances, there will be credit for
an area of study which is quite similar to one of the required units.

And credit can be awarded for the work completed. If the student who
transfers in can be scheduled into any additional subject needed to complete the
Morgan County requirements, this should be done. In the case of senior and some
juniors, such scheduling may not be feasible or possible. In such cases, the school
may appeal to the State Superintendent of Schools for permission to use a substitute
for requirement or to get a waiver of the requirement.

Students who transfer into Morgan County from another West Virginia county
may not be able to complete the requirements for graduation. In such cases, the
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Graduation Requirements (Continued)

student’s credit shall be evaluated to determine if one or more county requirements
will be waived by the local board of education. Credit for graduation must be earned
at a state-approved school.

Students who transfer into the Morgan County School System from a non-
accredited school, either in West Virginia or from out-of-state will have to earn their
unit of credit needed for graduation. The student needs to meet the graduation
requirement at the time they would have entered the ninth grade.

F. Continuous Enrollment
If a student has been enrolled continuously for four years in grades 9-12 but
has not accumulated the required number o units, the student shall be expected to
meet the graduation requirements which were in effect when he entered ninth grade.
Since the student has attended four full years, he/she would not be required to attend
the full day.

Definitions

1. Standard Graduation Requirements

The number of required and elective units of credit which must be
earned by a student in grades 9-12 in order to be graduated from high school
with a standard diploma. A student must also attend at least four years in
grades 9-12 unless an attendance exception is granted.

1. Modified Graduation Requirements ~ Completion of a functional
curriculum as specified in the IEP.
2. Unit of Credit — That which is awarded for the attainment of

instructional goals and objective areas of study.

3. Standard Diplomas — Diplomas awarded to students who satisfactorily
complete all state and county standard graduation requirements.

4. Modified Diploma — Diplomas awarded to students who reach age 21
or who complete all state and county standard graduation
requirements.

SOURCE: Board of Education Minutes

DATES: 8/23/76, 6/14/82, 7/26/82, 8/9/82, 8/12/85, 7/6/92, 02/20/96, 11/18/97, 10/5/99
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