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SECONDARY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS
AND
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS (Continued)

Students Entering Grade 9 in School Years 2005-2006 through 2007-2008
Chart II
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS (28 credits)

English Language Arts 5 credits
English 9, 10, 11, 12, and 1 elective (from the following): Advanced Communications,
Business Communications, Creative Writing, Critical Viewing, Journalism [ & II,
Media Productions I & II, School Newspaper, Speech | & 11, or Technical Writing

Mathematics 4 credits*
All students entering the ninth grade in 2005-2006 and beyond must have four (4)
credits (of which two (2) must be Algebra [ and above)
EXCEPTION: For the 2005-2006 school year only, students entering the Entry
pathway must have three (3) credits plus one additional elective credit.

Science 3 credits
Coordinated and Thematic Science 9 and two courses above the Coordinated and
Thematic Science 9 level

Social Studies 4 credits
U.S. Studies to 1900, World Studies to 1900, 20/21st Centuries, Civics

Physical Education 1 credit
Health 1 credit
The Arts 1 credit
Computer Applications 1 credit
Career Major Required Courses 3 credits**
Electives 5 credits

*An additional unit of credit in Math is required for graduates of 2009 and beyond.

**If a course that is listed in the Program of Studies as a Career Major Course is taken to
fulfill any other graduation requirement, then an additional elective must be taken. It is
suggested that this course be as closely related to the Career Major as possible.





image8.png
MERCER COUNTY FILE: 1-2

SECONDARY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS

AND

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS (Centinued)

Students Entering Grade 9 in School Years 2005-2006 through 2007-2008

Chart 11

CAREER CONCENTRATION COURSES (3 Credits)

Professional Pathway

Skilled Pathway

Entry Pathway

Mathematics - 4 credits (at
least 3 of the 4 credits must
be Algebra I and above)

Science - 4" credit (which
must be above CATS 9)

Foreign Language - 2
credits in one language

Mathematics - 4 credits (at
least 3 of the 4 credits must
be Algebra I and above.)

Concentration - 3 credits

Mathematics - 3 credits (For
students entering 9" grade in
2005-2006, three (3)
mathematics credits are
required with at least 2 of the
3 credits being Algebra I and
above.)

Mathematics - 4 credits (For
students entering 9™ grade in
2006-2007, four (4)
mathematics credits are
required with at least 2 of the
4 credits being Algebra I and
above.)

Concentration - 3-4 credits
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SECONDARY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS
AND
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS (Continued)

Students Entering Grade 9 in School Year 2008-2009 and Thereafter
Chart 111
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS (28 credits)

English Language Arts 5 credits
English 9, 10, 11, 12, and 1 elective (from the following): Advanced Communications,
Business Communications, Creative Writing, Critical Viewing, Journalism 1 & 11,
Media Productions [ & 11, School Newspaper, Speechl & I, or Technical Writing

Mathematics 4 credits*®
Two (2) of which must be Algebra [ and above)

Science 3 credits
Physical Science, Biology or Conceptual Biology, Chemistry or Conceptual Chemistry

Social Studies 4 credits
U.S. Studies to 1900, World Studies to 1900, 20/21st Centuries, Civics

Physical Education 1 credit

Health 1 credit

The Arts 1 credit

Computer Applications 1 credit

Career Major Required Courses 3 eredits**

Electives S credits

*An additional unit of credit in Math is required for graduates of 2009 and beyond.

**If a course that is listed in the Program of Studies as a Career Major Course is taken to fulfill
any other graduation requirement, then an additional elective must be taken. It is suggested that
this course be as closely related to the Career Major as possible.
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SECONDARY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS
AND
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS (Continued)

Students Entering Grade 9 in School Year 2008-2009 and Thereafter
Chart II1
CAREER CONCENTRATION COURSES (4 Credits)

Professional Pathway Skilled Pathway
Science - 4™ credit (which must be above Concentration - 4 additional credits required
Physical Science) related to the selected career concentration

Foreign Language - 2 credits in one
language

Concentration - 1 additional credit required
related to the selected career concentration
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SECONDARY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS
AND
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS (Continued)

**As required by HB 2855 and WV Policy 2510, a student, in consultation with his/her
parents, may request to take a higher level or more rigorous course, advanced placement
course, or career college course in place of a required major or recommended elective
course as specified in the high school program of studies. This substitution does not
apply to the remaining nineteen (19) (2008 and beyond) academic units required. Such
requests must be approved by the county superintendent (or designee) and principal. The
decision as to whether the substitute course will count as credit for the specified major or
recommended elective requirement must be based on its applicability to the student’s
five-year transition plan and post-high school goals.

The student and his or her parents will be advised of the decision of the superintendent
(or designee). The student’s Certificate of Proficiency may not indicate that the student
completed a career major unless the substitute course is deemed to be related and relevant
to the career major.

A notation must be made on the student’s five-year transition plan indicating that this
process was followed and that the parents and student clearly understand the impact of
the course substitution.

Elective Units

Elective units are the additional offerings which are needed to complete graduation
requirements and which meet a student's specific needs, interests, and abilities. State
Board Policy 2510, Regulations for General, Vocational, and Special Educational
Programs, gives a listing of electives which must be available to students in all schools of
West Virginia. Elective offerings needed to meet state requirements should be chosen
from those listed in that policy. The State Board of Education is the only body which
may make exceptions to this graduation requirement.

11
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SECONDARY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS
AND
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS (Continued)

Students transferring to Mercer County Schools from other schools will be required to
meet all county graduation requirements with the exception of the number of credits
required for graduation. The number of credits required for graduation will be
determined by the number of credits the student could have potentially acquired - less
four. For example - a student transferred to Mercer County in his/her senior year from a
school system that offers seven credits per year could have obtained twenty-one credits in
three years and could obtain eight more in his senior year giving that student a potential
of 29 credits. Therefore, he would need 25 to graduate

Upon completion of all standard graduation requirements, a student will be awarded a
standard diploma.

5.0 Severability
If any portion of this policy or the application thereof to any person or circumstances is

held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of this
policy.

Authority: W.Va. Constitution, Article X1I, §2, and W.Va. Code §§16-9A-4, 16-9A-9,

Source:

Dates:

17A-1-1, 18-2-5, 18-2-5a, 18-2-7b, 18-2-9, 18-2-33, 18-2C-1 et seq., 18-5-1,
18-5-13, 18-16-1, 18A-1-1, 18A-5-1, 18A-5-1a, 60A-1-101, 60A-7-11a, 61-2-15,
61-7-2, and 61-7-11a.

Board of Education Minutes, Superintendent's Memo

8/27/81;2/25/82; 6/14/84; 1/23/86; 2/27/86; 8/86; 3/95; 11/26/96; 3/24/98,
8/24/99; 1/23/01, 3/22/05; 12/18/07

Legal Reference: State Board Policies 2510 and 2420, and HB 2855
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SECONDARY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS
AND
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
1.0 Purpose

School attendance for all four years (grades 9-12) is important to attain the educational

goals prescribed by the West Virginia Department of Education.

2.1

22

23

2.4

2.5

2.6

2.0 Definitions

Standard graduation requirements - the number of required and elective units of credit
that must be earned by a student in order to be graduated from high school and receive a
standard diploma.

Unit of Credit - recognition given to a student for the successful demonstration of
mastery of the content standards and objectives at a level established for an approved
required or elective high school level course. Credit may be accumulated by students
who attend public schools or who participate in dual credit programs sponsored and
approved by the county. Credit may also be earned in schools operated under the
provision of WV Code §18-28-1 et seq., only when approved by the Office of Curriculum
and Instruction. Schools operating under the provision of WV Code §18-28-1 et seq. are
to submit an overview of the curriculum, which may include, but not limited to, course
syllabi, instructional goals and objectives to be covered, course requirements and total
instructional minutes of each course to the Office of Curriculum and Instruction for
approval.

A standard diploma - the document that is awarded to a student to verify completion of
standard graduation requirements.

Higher Level Course - A course in the same content area, but at a higher sequential level
(e.g., trigonometry in lieu of geometry).

More Rigorous Course - A course within the same content area in which the rigor and
expectations are higher than the course for which the substitution is being made (e.g.,
advanced chemistry in lieu of chemistry-technical conceptual).

Advanced Placement - An academic learning experience characterized by content and
performance expectations beyond those normally available for the age/grade level of the
student (e.g., College Board Advanced Placement, advanced satellite or Internet courses).
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SECONDARY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS
AND
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS (Continued)

College Course - Any course for which college credit is awarded (e.g., dual credit,
regular college course).

Senior Project - the culminating experience and assessment required for all graduating
seniors who receive a standard diploma. It is an exit program which demonstrates a
senior’s ability to write, speak, apply knowledge and skills, problem solve, and to
practice the life skills of time management, organization and risk taking. This long-term
academic project is completed during the 12th grade. Seniors use a multitude of
resources as they work through the three phases of the program (the paper, the project,
and the presentation/ portfolio). Community members, as well as school and district
staff, act as judges and mentors during the research, project and presentation phases.

Experiential Learning - Structured quality work-based, service-based, community-based,
and/or research-based learning experiences. These experiences require students to
integrate knowledge and skills from academics, career/technical education and/or the arts
and demonstrate the personal qualities, skills, knowledge and understandings they need
to be leaders in the 21* century. Students must choose one experience, but may qualify
to participate in more than one Experiential Learning component.

Certificate of Proficiency - A certificate awarded in addition to the high school diploma,
containing specific information regarding the graduate’s skills, competence, and
readiness for further education and employment.

Five-Year Transition Plan - A plan developed for/by a student at the end of their eighth
(8") grade year or beginning of their ninth (9") grade year and serves as a too! to be used
by the students, parents, and schools that will help them to prepare for college, post-
secondary education, or gainful employment. It designates an educational pathway
(skilled or professional) which can be amended at the end of the tenth (10") grade year
after a discussion of the results of the ACT Plan.
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SECONDARY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS
AND
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS (Continued)
3.0 Procedure

All students must be scheduled for the full instructional day each of the four years.

Attendance exceptions for seniors must be approved by the Assistant Superintendent. The
exceptions recognized by the Mercer County Board of Education are as follows:

3.1

3.2

33

4.1

College Placement - Exceptions may be made to accommodate placement of seniors into
college courses for one or more of the four instructional periods in order to take three
hours of college credit per semester in place of each period for which they are excused.
Generally, there are two reasons for accepting college credit: 1) the student is enrolled
in the high school and would profit by taking a course at the college/university which is
not available at the high school; or 2) the student is enrolled as a full time college
student and needs to transfer elective credits back to the high school to complete
graduation requirements.
Compelling Circumstances - Compelling circumstances recognized by Mercer County
Schools under which students may attend school fewer than four years and/or may be
scheduled for less than the school day (4 periods) are:
3.2.a. parenthood,
3.2.b. family responsibility upon proper verification,
3.2.c. extreme financial need as evidenced by thorough documentation.
Enrollment in a course offered through the Virtual School (see Policy 1-29).

4.0 Administration

Standard Graduation Requirements

The standard graduation requirement is twenty-eight (28) units of credit for graduates of
2008 and beyond.
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SECONDARY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS
AND
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS (Continued)

Standard Graduation Requirements (2008 and Beyond)

There are twenty-three (23) required units of credit for graduates of 2008 and beyond,
along with five (5) elective units of credit, which constitute a common body of general
learnings necessary for preparing a student to function in society. Additionally, there are
two (2) non-credit graduation requirements consisting of the Senior Project and
Experiential Learning, as described in Policy I-21.

Following are Chart | delineating graduation requirements for students entering grade 9
in the school year 2004-2005 Chart 11 for students entering grade 9 in school years 2005-
2006 through 2007-2008 and Chart III for students entering grade 9 in the school year
2008-2009 and thereafter.




image5.png
MERCER COUNTY FILE: I-2

SECONDARY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS
AND
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS (Continued)

Students Entering Grade 9 in School Year 2004-2005
Chart I
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS (28 credits)

English Language Arts 5 credits
English 9, 10, 11, 12, and 1 elective (from the following): Advanced Communications,
Business Communications, Creative Writing, Critical Viewing, Journalism I & 11,
Media Productions I & II, School Newspaper, Speech 1 & II, or Technical Writing

Mathematics 3 credits
Two of the three courses will be Algebra 1 and above and one course from the
approved list

Science 3 credits
Coordinated and Thematic Science 9, 10, and 1 higher level

Social Studies 4 credits
U.S. Studies to 1900, World Studies to 1900, 20/21st Centuries, Civics*

Physical Education 1 credit
Health 1 credit
The Arts 1 credit
Computer Applications 1 credit
Career Major Required Courses 4 credits
Electives 5 credits**

*An additional unit of credit in Social Studies is required for graduates of 2008.

**1f a course that is listed in the Program of Studies as a Career Major Course is taken to fulfill
any other graduation requirement, then an additional elective must be taken. It is suggested that
this course be as closely related to the Career Major as possible.
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SECONDARY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS

AND

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS (Continued)

Students Entering Grade 9 in School Year 2004-2005

Chart1

CAREER CONCENTRATION COURSES (4 Credits)

Professional Pathway

Skilled Pathway

Entry Pathway

Mathematics - 4" credit
(which must be above
Algebral)

Science - 4" credit (which
must be above CATS 10)

Foreign Language -2
credits in one language

Mathematics - 4 credit
(which must be above
AlgebraT)

Concentration - 3 credits

Concentration - 4 credits





