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Graduation Requirements

(In Effect for the Freshman Class of 2008-2009)


Candidates for diplomas are eligible for graduation upon completing the requirements for their program of study.  Students who fail to complete the requirements shall not participate in graduation ceremonies unless the failure occurs in the last term of the twelfth grade.  (County Policy 11-007)


The diplomas are conferred by the McDowell County Board of Education upon recommendation of the high school principals.  Diplomas are awarded at the close of the second term of the year in which the student completes the requirements of the program of study.  In the event that a request is made and approved for early graduation, Policy 11-008 will be followed.


Attendance at Commencement is voluntary.  If a student does not wish to attend, his/her diploma may be obtained from the high school principal on any work day following the ceremony.


The high school graduation requirements for McDowell County are based on a career cluster/concentration approach with two educational pathways from which students choose in pursuing a high school diploma.  All students will complete a five year plan of study.  The first two years of the plan will be completed by the end of the eighth grade and remaining three years of the plan in the tenth grade.

A career cluster is a broad division of occupations that have common characteristics.  McDowell County uses the six cluster areas recommended by the state of West Virginia, with each cluster being divided into several areas recommended by the state of West Virginia, with each cluster being divided into several possible

concentrations.  By the completion of the eighth grade, each student is to choose a career cluster to pursue during the ninth and tenth grades.  During the tenth grade year each student is introduced to Programs of Study, which break the career clusters down into concentrations.  Each student will choose a concentration for his/her eleventh and twelfth grade studies.  The cluster or concentration may be changed at the end of any term.


Each student graduating from a McDowell County high school must earn a total of 24 credits to graduate, which includes the completion of a concentration.  Graduation requirements are the number of courses required and electives which must be successfully completed in grades 9-12 for the awarding of a high school diploma.  These graduation requirements are minimal and students are encouraged to complete course work beyond the minimal requirements.

	Specific Courses Required

Certain core classes constitute a common body of general knowledge necessary for the education of students.  The courses listed below shall be completed by all students grades 9-12.


	Pathways

Professional

Pathway

Skilled

Pathway

Number 

Of

Courses

Number 

Of

Courses



	English 9-12
	4
	4

	Social Studies
	4
	4

	Mathematics
	4
	4

	Science
	4
	3

	Health
	1
	1

	Physical Education
	1
	1

	The Arts
	1
	1

	Foreign Language
	2
	0

	Concentration
	1
	4

	Experiential Learning*
	0
	0

	Senior Project**
	0
	0

	Elective Courses***
	2
	2

	Minimum Courses Required
	24
	24

	Total Credits Possible
	32
	32

	*          Work Based Experience – Grade 10

**        Senior Project is required in Senior English for all students.

***      Electives are additional offerings which are needed

            to meet a student’s specific needs, interest or abilities.
All students shall be scheduled in the defined high school curriculum, college courses, career/technical programs or virtual school courses for the full instructional day for all four years.



	SCHOLARS PROGRAM (in effect for freshman class of 2008-2009)

*To be eligible for Valedictorian, Salutatorian, or High Honors

PROFESSIONAL PATHWAY – meet all requirements of the professional pathway; 3.75 GPA or higher; enroll and complete 2 AP courses; obtain the minimum ACT or SAT necessary for receipt of the West Virginia Promise Scholarship.

SKILLED PATHWAY – meet all the requirements of the skilled pathway; 3.75 GPA or higher; enroll and complete 2 AP Courses, 2 Foreign Language Courses, and 1 additional Science Course; obtain the minimum ACT or SAT necessary for receipt of the West Virginia Promise Scholarship.

*To be eligible for Honor Graduate
PROFESSIONAL OR SKILLED PATHWAY – 3.5 to 4.0 GPA




See McDowell County Board of Education Policy 11-052 for complete Scholars Program Requirements

Pathways


Students in grades 9-12 will earn credits towards graduation from the Programs of Study (see attachment) in one of two educational pathways.

1.
Professional Pathway


taking classes necessary to enter a four-year 






college.

2.
Skilled Pathway


taking classes necessary to enter a two-year 






college or technical training school.

Programs of Study

	CLUSTER


	MAJOR
	CONCENTRATION

	Arts and Humanities
	Communications
	Journalism

	Arts and Humanities
	Fine or Performing Arts
	Fine Arts/Performing Arts

	Business/Marketing
	Administrative Support
	Administrative Support*

	Business/Marketing
	Finance & Accounting
	Finance & Accounting*

	Engineering/Technical
	Construction Technology
	Electrical Technology*

	Engineering/Technical
	Construction Technology
	General Building Construction*

	Engineering/Technical
	Manufacturing Technology
	Machine Tool Technology*

	Engineering/Technical
	Manufacturing Technology
	Welding Technology*

	Engineering/Technical
	Transportation Technology
	Automotive Technology*

	Engineering/Technical
	Information Technology

Support Systems
	Computer Systems and Operational Support*

	Health Services
	Diagnostic
	Health Occupations Science

Technology*

	Health Services
	Therapeutic
	Health Occupations Science

Technology*

	Health  Services
	Health Information
	Health Occupations Science

Technology*

	Human Services
	Hospitality
	Pro Start Restaurant Management*

	Human Services
	Social Services/Education
	Social Services

	Human Services
	Social Services/Education
	Education

	Science and Natural Resources
	Research & Development
	Research and Development


* Offered at the Career and Technology Center

Concentrations must be selected from the Programs of Study (See Appendix A).

The availability of the courses listed, at any high school, will be determined by the number of students requesting a particular course (the minimum number per class being 
ten students).  Courses may be offered on alternate years if they meet the minimum class size limit.  During the senior year, course substitutions may be approved by the Board of Education upon recommendation of the school principal and the superintendent.

Special Education


Special Education students will be required to complete a written, individualized education program.  Upon completion, the student will receive a diploma.
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