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Calhoun County Graduation Requirements

CHAPTER: INSTRUCTION
POLICY: GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

DEFINITIONS

1. Standard Graduation Requirements.  The number of required and elective units of credit which must be earned by a
student in grades 9-12 in order to be graduated from high school with a standard diploma.

2. Modified Graduation Requirements.  The aiternative learning objectives specified in the individualized educational
program which must be completed by a student with a severe disability in order to be graduated from high school with a
modified program. A student must attend at least four (4) years in grades 9-12 unless an attendance exception is granted.

3. Unitof Credit. That which is awarded for the mastery of instructional goals and objectives from a required or
elective course.

4. Standard Diploma. Diplomas awarded to students, including exceptional students, who satisfactorily complete all
state and county standard graduation requirements.

5. Modified Diploma. Diplomas awarded to students with severe disabilities who satisfactorily complete modified
graduation requirements.

6. Content Standards {Instructional Goals) and Objectives. Measurable descriptions of the knowledge, skills, and/or
attitudes a teacher expects learners to acquire as a result of instruction within a program of study or a related area of
study.

7. Alternative Learning Objectives.  Learner goals and objectives appropriate to meet the needs of a student
determined unable to successfully achieve the learning objectives necessary to meet standard graduation requirements.
The determination of ability to achieve standard learner goals and objectives is made by the individualized education
program committee. These alternative learning objectives do not have to be from the required and elective areas of study
for standard graduation requirements but they are learner goals and objectives which are reasonable and attainable for
students with severe disabilities.

8. TheArts. Courses offered through the applied, fine, or performing arts areas.
9. Foreign Language. A language other than English.

10.  Testing Out.  Obtaining credit for a specific course by demonstrating mastery of the learner goals and objectives for
that course through an assessment process.

11, introduction to the Majors. A required core course which prepares students to select a career major by the end of
the tenth grade year.

12. Career Major Courses.  Four specific courses which are identified in each career major.

PROGRAMS OF STUDY
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County Graduation Requirements.  All students receiving a standard diploma will complete the following graduation
requirements.

Total Units.  The total number of units of credit needed for graduation is twenty-eight (28).
The specific units of credit for graduation are outlined below as required, recommended, and elective units.

Required Units. Twenty-four (24} required core units are the offerings which constitute a common body of genera!
learning necessary for preparing a student to function in post-secondary education or the work place. The required core
units which must be completed by all students during grades 9-12 are:

English/Language Arts (4 units).  Journalism, speech, drama, theater, and other related courses are electives and
shall not be used as any of the four (4) required units of English/language arts.

Social Studies (3 units): The required units are: United States to 1900, World Studies to 1900, and Twentieth /
Twenty-First Century.

Mathematics (3 units): Two of the credits will be Algebra | and above.

Science (3 units). Coordinated and Thematic Science 9, Coordinated and Thematic Science 10, and one course above
Coordinated and Thematic Science 10 level.

Physical Education (1 unit):

Health (1 unit):

Computer Applications (1 unit):

The Arts (1 unit):

Introduction to the Majors or Jobs for West Virginia Grads (JWVG) (1 unit):

Career Majors (4 units).  All students shall be required to complete four courses in a career major. These four courses
have been identified for each major.

Recommended Electives (2 units). Elective units which have been identified for each career major and career
pathway and directly relate to the career major.

Electives (4 units): Chosen from the schoo!'s offerings of electives.
These graduation requirements are effective for students entering grade 9 in the school year 2004-2005

Required Units. Twenty-three (23) required core units are the offerings which constitute a common body of general
learning necessary for preparing a student to function in post-secondary education or the work place. The required core
units which must be completed by all students are:

English/Language Arts (4 units). English 9, 10, 11 12

Journalism, speech, drama, theater, and other related courses are electives and shall not be used as any of the four (4)
required units of English/Language Arts.

Social Studies (4 units): The required units are: United States to 1900, World Studies to 1900, and Twentieth /
Twenty-First Century and Civics.

Mathematics (3 units): Two of the credits will be Algebra ! and above.
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Science (3 units):

Coordinated and Thematic Science 10 level.

Physical Education (1 unit):

Health (1 unit):

Computer Applications (1 unit):

The Arts (1 unit):

Coordinated and Thematic Science 9, Coordinated and Thematic Science 10, and one course above

Introduction to the Majors or Jobs for West Virginia Grads (JWVG) (1 unit):

Career Majors (4 units):

have been identified for each major.

ELECTIVE UNITS:

Electives (3 units):

All students shall be required to complete four courses in a career major. These four courses

Chosen from the school's offerings of electives.

Graduation Requirements for Students Entering 9™ grade in
2005-2006, 2006-2007*, 2007-2008* (26 required)

Professional

Skilled

Entry

English (4 credits)
English 9,10,11,12

English (4 credits)
English 9,10,11,12

English (4 credits)
English 9,10,11,12

Social Studies

(4 credits)

United States to 1900
World Studies to 1900
Twentieth and Twenty First
Centuries
Civics/Government

Social Studies

(4 credits)

United States to 1900
World Studies to 1900
Twentieth and Twenty First
Centuries
Civics/Government

Social Studies

(4 credits)

United States to 1900
World Studies to 1900
Twentieth and Twenty First
Centuries
Civics/Government

Math (4 credits)
At least 3 of the 4 math credits
must be Algebra I and above

Math (4 credits)
At least 3 of the 4 math credits
must be Algebra I and above

Math (3 credits)

For students entering 9th grade in
2005-2006, three (3) math credits
are required with at least 2 of the

3 math credits must be Algebra |

and above.

Math (4 credits)*

For students entering 9th grade in
2006-2007, 2007-2008 four (4)
math credits are required with at
least 2 of the 3 math credits being
Algebra I and above.

Science (4 credits)
CATS 9 and three courses above
CATS 9

Science (3 credits)
CATS 9 and two courses above
CATS 9

Science (3 credits)
CATS 9 and two courses above
CATS 9

Physical Education
(1 credit)

Physical Education
(1 credit)

Physical Education
(1 credit)

Health (1 credit)

Health (1 credit)

Health (1 credit)

Arts (1 credit)

Arts (1 credit)

Arts (1 credit)

Introduction to the Majors
(1 credit)

Introduction to the Majors
(1 credit)

Introduction to the Majors
(1 credit)

Business Computer

Business Computer

Business Computer
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Applications (1 credit) Applications (1 credit) Applications (1 credit)
Foreign Language Concentration (3 credits) from Concentration (4 credits) from
(2 credits) same language Program of Studies Program of Studies
Electives (3 credits) Electives (3 credits) Electives (3 credits)
Graduation Requirements for Students Entering 9' grade in
2008-2009, 2009-2010 (26 required)

Professional Skilled
English (4 credits) English (4 credits)
English 9,10,11,12 English 9,10,11,12
Social Studies Social Studies
(4 credits) (4 credits)
United States to 1900 United States to 1900
World Studies to 1900 World Studies to 1900
Twentieth and Twenty First Centuries Twentieth and Twenty First Centuries
Civics/Government Civics/Government
Math (4 credits) Math (4 credits)
Science (4 credits) Science (3 credits)
Physical Science Physical Science
Biology or Conceptual Biology Biology or Conceptual Biology
Chemistry or Conceptual Chemistry or Life Science or Chemistry or Conceptual Chemistry or Life Science or
Earth Science Earth Science
Physical Education Physica! Education
(1 credit) (1 credit)
Health (1 credit) Health (1 credit)
Arts (1 credit) Arts (1 credit)
Introduction to the Majors Introduction to the Majors
(1 credit) (1 credit)
Business Computer Applications (1 credit) Business Computer Applications (1 credit)
Foreign Language Concentration (4 credits) from Program of Studies
(2 credits) in one language
Electives (3 credits) Electives (2 credits)

Work-Based Learning.  All students will participate in work-based opportunities as outlined by the Cathoun County Board
of Education.

Unrestricted Electives.  Additional course offerings which are needed to complete the 28 units and which meet a
student's specific needs, interests, and abilities. State Board Policy 2510 provides a listing of electives which must be
available to students in all schools of West Virginia. All programs of study will provide for one unrestricted elective per
year in grades 9-12.

Units of credit are not awarded for participation in extracurricular activities.

Modified Graduation Requirements. Modified graduation requirements are designed for students with severe disabilities
who have been determined by an Individualized Education Program Committee to be unable to meet state and county
standard graduation requirements. Students will need at least four (4) years to complete these requirements, as specified
in their individualized education programs.

Certificate of Warranty.  This certificate will be awarded to graduates attaining the minimum level of performance (50th
%ile) in reading, mathematics, and language as determined by the state standardized assessment.

Advanced Certificate of Warranty.  This certificate will be awarded to graduates attaining the minimum performance level
of 70th%ile in reading, mathematics, and fanguage as determined by the state standardized assessment.

Certificates of Achievement. The county board of education may award certificates of achievement to those students
whose educational programs in grades 9-12 merit special recognition. Certificates may include but are not limited to the
following areas:
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1. College preparatory programs.

2. Completion of vocational programs, and

3. Advanced study in particular curricular areas.
PROGRAM DELIVERY/ADMINISTRATIVE PRACTICES

Unit of Credit. A unit of credit is that which is awarded for the attainment of content standards (learning goals) and
objectives from a required or elective area of study. Partial credit may also be awarded, e.g., 1/2 unit for attainment of
content standards (instructional goals) and objectives from a required or elective area of study.

Alternative Delivery Systems. Calhoun County Board of Education shall allow for alternative delivery systems as follows:

1. Accepting Credits Earned Before Grade 9.  Any student who successfully completes a high school level course
prior to grade 9 shall receive full credit for that course toward meeting graduation requirements. The student's permanent
record for grades 9-12 shall indicate completion of the area of study.

2. Testing Out.  Any student who, through performance on a test, can demonstrate mastery of the instructional goals
and objectives for any course will receive credit for that course. The Calhoun County Board of Education shall develop
policies and procedures by which students can test out of courses.

3. Correspondence Schools. Calhoun County Board of Education may, under unusual circumstances, grant high
school credit for correspondence courses which are offered by fully accredited schools. Students who want to receive high
school credit for correspondence courses should make a request to the school principal. The school principal in
collaboration with the Director of School Improvement and Superintendent of Schools shall evaluate each request on an
individual basis.

4. Colleges. Calhoun County students may earn dual credit for completion of college work. The Calhoun County
Board of Education shall develop policies and procedures for the granting of dual credit for college courses.

5. Night School. Calhoun County students age 16 or older may earn credit from night school for areas of study which
are identified in the adolescent education program of study in policy 2510. Programs at night school would have to be
taught by a certified teacher, have approval from the Superintendent of Schools, and students must demonstrate mastery
of the instructional goals and objectives for the course(s) for which they receive credit.

6. Summer School. Calhoun County students may earn credit from an approved summer school provided the
instructional program is equivalent to that required of the regular school term. Summer school courses must be taught by
certified teachers, have approval from the Superintendent of Schools, and students must demonstrate mastery of the
instructional goals and objectives for the course(s) for which they receive credit.

7. Alternative Education Program.  Calhoun County students may earn credit in the four core academic areas from the
alternative education program at the Calhoun-Gilmer Career Center. Students must demonstrate mastery of the
instructional goals and objectives for the course(s) for which they receive credit.

8. Privately Schooled and/or Home Instructed Students.  Students attending private schools or home instructed
students who enter Calhoun County High School must demonstrate mastery of the instructional goals and objectives for
any course(s) for which they are requesting credit.

9. Students with Disabilities. An individualized education program shall specify how graduation credit is to be earned
by an eligible student with a disability.

If the special education IEP committee determines that a student cannot successfully achieve the objectives necessary to
earn a standard diploma, the IEP shall specify the alternative learning objectives which are appropriate to meet the needs
of the student. A student who completes the alternative learning objectives as specified in his/her IEP shall be awarded a
modified diploma stating that the student has met the goals and objectives of an JEP. Only students with severe cognitive
disabilities may be awarded a modified diploma.
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Evaluating Credits for Transfer Students

1. From Other States. Students who transfer into West Virginia from public schools in other states may not always
have completed the required units needed for graduation in West Virginia. In most instances, there will be credit for an
area of study which is quite similar to one of the required units, and credit can be awarded for the work completed. If the
student who transfers in can be scheduled into any additional subjects needed to complete the West Virginia
requirements, this should be done. In the cases of seniors and some juniors, such scheduting may not be feasible or
possible. In such cases the school may appeal to the State Superintendent of Schools for permission to use a substitute
for the requirements or to waive the requirement.

In the case of a student who meets state graduation requirements but not county requirements, the school may appeal to
the County Superintendent of Schools for permission to use a substitute for the requirement or to waive the requirement.

2. From Other West Virginia Counties.  Students who transfer into Calhoun County High School from another West
Virginia county which has fewer graduation requirements may not be able to complete Calhoun County's graduation
requirements in four years. In such cases, the student's credits shall be evaluated to determine if one or more county
requirements will be waived by the local board of education. In such circumstances, the school shall appeal to the County
Superintendent of Schools for a waiver for the study

3. Students Who Do Not Complete Requirements in Four Years

a.  Continuous Enrollment.  If a student has been enrolled continuously for four years in grades 9-12 but has not
accumulated the required number of units, the student shall be expected to meet the graduation requirements which were
in effect when he/she entered ninth grade.

b. Reenroliment. If a student has enrolled after dropping out of school, the requirements that a student must meet
depend upon the length of time he or she has been out of school. If the student has been out of school less than one year,
he or she would be expected to complete the graduation requirements which were in effect when he or she entered grade
nine. If the student has been out of school one year or more, he or she would be expected to complete the current
graduation requirements.

Participation in Graduation Ceremonies.  Only students who will be receiving a standard or modified diploma from
Calhoun County High Schoo! will be permitted to participate in graduation ceremony. Students must be enrolled in
Calhoun County Schools during the final semester to be eligible for a Calhoun County diploma.
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