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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS/PROGRAMS OF STUDY
(POLICY REVISION: Effective with Incoming Freshmen Fall, 2004)

PROGRAM RATIONALE

The Braxton County Board of Education believes that schools must attempt to prepare every student who
exits from high school with the knowledge, skills, and attitudes neccssary to be a successful, functioning member
of society by developing proficiency in basic functional skills, by developing a sense of civic responsibility, and
by preparing him/her for vocational and avocational activities.

As a part of the planned educational program, beginning with entering 9" graders, 2004-2005, all students
will be required to complete a8 Program of Study, or a modified Program of Study as recommended by a school
committee and approved by the principal. The Program of Study will enable students to prepare for a carcer with
a technical certificate, advanced post secondary training in 2 technical field, or a 4-year professional degree at a
college or university. The Program of Study will consist of a planned program for a gpecific Career Major within
one of the six career clusters: Arts and Humanities, Business and Marketing, Engineering and Technical, Health
Scrvices, Human Services, and Science and Natural Resources. As per West Virginia Department of Education
Policy 2510, all students will be required to select a cluster, a major, and a pathway (professional, skilled, or
entry), with any student on the entry pathway also being required to selcet a career concentration. Concentrations
can be either technical or non-technical, depending on the availability of certain programs in the county.

DEFINITIONS:

1. Standard Graduation Requirements: The number of required and elective units of credit which must
be eamned by a student in grades 9-12 in order to be graduated from high school with a standard
diploma.

2.  Modified Graduation Requirements: The alternative lcaming objectives specified in the
individualized educational program which must be completed by 2 student with a severe disability in
order to be graduated from high school with a modified program. A student must attend at least four (4)
years in grades 9-12 unless an attendance exception is granted.

3. Unit of Credit: That which is awarded for the mastery of content standards and objectives from a
required or elective course.

4. Standard Diploma: Diplomas awarded to students, including exceptional students, who satisfactorily
complete all state and county standard graduation requirements.

5. Modified Diploma: Diploma awarded to students with severe disabilities who satisfactorily complete
modificd graduation requirements.

6.  Severely Disabled Student: Students with severe disabilities are defined as those students with
cognitive impairments so severe that instructional objectives for required and elective courses are not
appropriate, even when delivered in altered form or through different strategies (i.e.. changes in
delivery, specially designed instructional objectives, teaching strategics, tnedia/resources, and
evaluation techniques). The Individualized Education Program (IEP) committee determines if the
student is unable to meet the graduation requirements for a regular diploma. The modified graduation
requirements are recorded on the student’s IEP and Individualized Student Transition Plan.
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7. Content Standards (Content Standards Goals and Objectives) Measurable descriptions of the
knowledge, skills, and/or attitudes a teacher cxpects learners to acquirc as a result of instruction within
a program of study or a related area of study.

8. Alternative Learning Objectives: Learner goals and objectives appropriate to mect the needs of a
student determined unable to successfully achicve the learning objectives necessary to meet standard
graduation requircments. The determination of ability to achieve standard lcamer goals and objectives
is made by the Individual Education Program (IEP) Committee. These alternative learning objectives
do not have to be from the required and elective areas of study for the graduation requirements but they
are learning goals and objectives, which are reasonable and attainable for students with scvere
disabilities.

9.  The Arts: Course offered through the applied, fine, or performing arts areas.
10. Foreign Language. A language other than English. A

11. Testing out. Obtaining credit for a specific course by demonstrating mastery of the learner content
standards for that course through an assessment process.

12. Career Clusters: A broad grouping of related occupations representative of the type of occupations
available in the world of work.

13.  Career Major: A grouping of occupations with significant commonalities within a career cluster.
Note: Clusters and majors must be occupational.

14. Concentration: A series of credits directly related to a student’s chosen career major and post-
sceondary goal (pathway). The technical concentrations offered by the school must be aligned with
local, state, and national job market opportunities.

15. Pathway: Designation of a student’s intended postsecondary goal within the five-year education plan
and the level and sequence of courses needed to achieve that goal.
Professional Pathway — Baccalaureate Degree or above
Skilled Pathway — Associatc Degree or Postsecondary Certificate
Entry Pathway — Entry into the workplace directly after high school

16. Career Major Courses: Four specific required courses, which are identified in cach carser major
specific o a pathway.

17. Recommended Electives: Elective courses, which have been identified for each carecr major and
career pathway and directly rclate to the career major.

18. Unrestricted Electives: Additional course offerings, which are needed to complete the 27 units needed
to graduate and which, meet a student's specific needs, interests, and abilities. State Board Policy 2510
provides a listing of electives, which must be available to students in all schools in West Virginia.

GRADUATIONS REQUIREMENTS

Classes 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007:

_ Total Units — The total number of units of credit needed for graduation is 27. The specific units of
credit for graduation arc outlined below as required, recommended, and elective units.
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Required Units — Twenty-seven (27) required core units arc the offerings, which constitute a common
body of general knowledge necessary fro preparing a student to function in post-secondary education or
the work place. The required core units, which must be completed by all students during grades 9-12,
are: .

* English Language Art — 4 credits
- English 9, 10, 11, and 12

* Mathematics — 3 units
- Two of the three will be Algebra I and above

* Science — 3 units
- Coordinated and Thematic Science 9, Coordinated and Thematic Science 10,
and one course above CATS 10 level
* Social Studics — 3 units
- United States to 1900
- World Studics to 1900
- Twentieth/Twenty-First Century
* Physical Education — 1 credit
* Health — 1 credit
*The Arts — 1 credit
* Career Major — 4 credits
* Electives ~ 4/5 credits
* Recommended Electives — 2 units

* Work-Based Learning — 1 unit (if student meets the minimum required 135 hours of work-based
learning)

Note: Students may elect to pursue an elective credit in lieu of meeting the 135 hours of work-based
learning needed for credit; however, all students need to still have completed a pre-approved quality
work-based learning experience that is rclated to their cluster and major as outlined in the Braxton
county Board of Education Work-based Learning Policy.

Classes 2008 and thereafter:

Total Units - The total number of units of credit needed for graduation is 27. The specific units of
eredit for graduation are outlined below as required, recommended, and unrestricted units.

Required Units — Twenty-seven required core units are the offerings, which constitute a common body
of general knowledge necessary for preparing a student to function in post-secondary education or the work
place. The required core units, which must be completed by all students during grades 9-12, are:

* English Language Art — 4 credits
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- English 9,10, 11, 12

* Mathematics — 3 credits
_ Two of the three will be Algebra I and above

* Science — 3 credits .
- Coordinated and Thematic Science 9, Coordinated and Thematic Science 10,
and one course above CATS 10 Jevel
* Social Studies — 4 credits
- United States to 1900
- World Studies to 1900
- Twentieth/Twenty-First Centuries
- Civics
* Physical Education — 1 credit
* Health — 1 credit
*The Arts — 1 credit
* Unrestricted Electives — 4 credits
* Courses in 2 Major — 4 credits
*Recommended Electives — 2 credits
Total: 27 credits
Plus
All students must participate in a quality work-based learning experience at some time in grades 9-12
that is related to their cluster and major. (as mandated by Statc Board Policy 2510)
Special Notes:
1. There must be an enroliment of at least 10 students in order for a course to be taught.

2. Units of credit are not awarded for participation in extracurricular activities.

PROGRAM DELIVERY/ADMINISTRATIVE PRACTICES

Units of Credit - Recognition given to a student for the successful demonstrations of mastery of the content
standards and objectives at a level cstablished for an approved course as determined by the county board of
education. Credit shall also be granted for documented mastery of high school course requirements by a
student prior to grade nine from a public schaol, a state approved Exemption A school, or for successful
completion of college credit.

Alternative Delivery Systems — Based upon school and individual student neéds_. Braxton County Board of
Education, with approval of the West Virginia Department of Education as indicated, shall develop policies
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which allow alternative delivery systems for the unit of credit. Areas in which policies may be developed-are
as follows:

1. Accepting Credits Earned Before Grade 9. Any student who successfully completes a high
school level course prior to grade 9 shall receive full credit for that course toward meeting
graduation requirements. The student’s permanent record for grades 9-12 shall indicate
completion of the area of study. This grade(s) will be included in the student’s overall GPA.

2. Colleges. Braxion County students msy eamn dual credit for completion of college work. The
college course must cover the content standards that bave been identificd for the high school
course for which credit is to be awarded.

3. Alternative Education Program. Students assigned to the Alternative Education Program, may
eam credit toward graduation. Students must demonstrate mastery of the Content Standards for
the course(s) for which they receive credit.

4, Testing Out — Any student who, through performance on a test, can demonstrate mastery of the
content standards for any course, achieving a 90% or above, will reecive credit for that cotirse.
Policy 2510 outlines ail proccdures to be followed for testing out.

5. Summer School — Credits earned from approved summer schools are acceptable provided the
instructional program is equivalent to that required of the regular school term. Summer School
courses must be taught by certified teachers, have approval from the Superintendent of Schools,
and students must demonstrate mastery of the content standards for the course(s) for which they
receive credit.

6. Students with Disabilities. An Individualized Education Program shall specify how graduation
credit is to be earned by an eligible student with a disability.

If the special education IEP committee determines that a student cannot successfully achieve the
objectives necessary to eam a standard diploma, the [EP shall specify the alternative leamning
objectives, which are appropriate to meet the needs of the student. A student who completes the
alternative learning objectives as specified in his/her TEP shall be awarded a modified diploma
stating that the student has met the goals and objectives of an IEP. Only students with severe
cognitive disabilities may be awarded a modified diploma. ‘e

7. Exemption B (Home School s) and Exemption K Schools — Students receiving instruction may
not transfer home school credits to public school. Students attending Exemption B ot Exemption
K schools and who enter Braxton County High School must demonstratc mastery of the Content
Standards and Objectives for any course(s) for which they are requesting credit. The student will
demonstrate mastery through the testing out policy adepted by the Braxton County Board of
Education

EVALUATING CREDITS FOR TRANSFER STUDENTS

1.

From Other States. A student who transfers into West Virginia from public schools in other states may
not always havc completed thc required units needed for graduation in West Virginia. In most
instanccs, there will be credit for an area of study, which is quite similar to one of the required units,
and credit can be awatded for the work completed. If the student who transfers in can be scheduled into
additional subjects needed to complete the West Vitginia requirements, this should be done. In the
cases of seniors and some juniors, such scheduling may not be feasible or possible. In such cascs the
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school may appeal to the State Superintendent of Schools for permission to use a substitute for the
requitements ot to waive the requirement.

In case of a student who meets statc graduation requirements but not county requirements, the school
may appeal to the County Superintendent for permission to use a gubstitutc for the requirement or to
waive the requirement.

2. From Other West Virginia Counties or Approved Exemption A Schools. Students who transfer into
Braxton County High School from another West Virginia county, which has fewer graduation
tequirements, may not be zble to complete Braxton County’s graduation requirements in four years. In
such cascs, the student’s credits shall be evaluated to determine if one or more county requirements will
be waived by the local board of education. In such circumstances, the school shall appeal to the County
Superintendent of Schools for a waiver for the student.

STUDENTS WHO DO NOT COMPLETE REQUIREMENTS IN FOUR YEARS

1. Continuous Enrollment. If a student has been enrolled continuously for four years in grades 9-12 but has
not accumulated the required number of units, the student shall be expected to meet the graduation
requirements, which were in effect when he/she entered ninth grade.

2. Re-enrollment. If a student has enrolled after dropping out of school, the requirements that a student
must meet depend upon the Jength of time he or she has been out of school. If the smdent has been out of
school less than one year, he or she would be cxpected to complete the graduation requirements, which
were in effect when he or she entered grade nine. If the student has been out of school one year or more,
he or she would be expected to completc the current graduation requirements. .

PARTICIPATION IN GRADUATION CEREMONY

Only students who will be recciving a standard or modified diploma from Braxton County High School
will be permitted to participate in graduation ceremony.

Braxton County Schools

Board Minutes: 3/1/04.




