	Extending/Refining Activities

After teaching skills for acquisition, students still need to extend and refine key concepts and skills. Extending and refining activities should deepen the under-standing of the concepts and skills as well as build connections with other learning. This enables students to transfer and use concepts and skills in different situations. It also facilitates retention and memory recall.

	Extending/Refining

Main Idea

Extending/Refining 

Sequencing


	Example 1: It’s Your Choice

The teacher has 2-3 Topic Tower organizers already completed (these should vary in topic and complexity). Students choose one of the Topic Tower organizers and write 1-2 paragraphs on the topic using the organizer to guide their writing.

Example 2: It’s a Mystery

Students are given details that relate to a particular topic. They have to predict the topic and main idea that are being described, then give support for their conclusion. The activity may include 3-5 sets of details for students to identify.

Example 3: Charades

The teacher gives a different topic to each team. Students brainstorm main ideas and details that are true about this topic (working in pairs of teams). Then they choose one main idea with supporting details and complete the Topic Tower. Like a game, the pair then acts out the details and the class must guess the topic and main idea.

Example 4: Another Story (Provides Scaffolding)

Students read a story. Then they are given sheets of paper – one with a blank Topic Tower and one with the Topic, Main Idea, and Details written on it but mixed up. Students have to cut out the sections on the second sheet and place them correctly onto the Topic Tower. Once the teacher checks for correct- ness, the student can paste their work onto the sheet for a completed Topic Tower.

Example 5: A Special Person

Children pick one special person to write about. Depending on the student’s ability have them complete one of the following organizers (Use Power Writing Format for more complex):

Low-achieving:




Higher Achieving:

   Add two main ideas and additional supporting details.

Students then write one or two paragraphs using the organizer to guide their writing about their special person.  

Example 1: New Endings

Using a story that students know well, describe the events using a sequence map. Then change one of the events near the end of the story or change the order of two events that affects the end of the story. In pairs, have students write a new conclusion that “fits” the change in events. Read the new endings with the class and discuss how sequence can change a story.

Example 2: What Is My Order?

Provide students with 6-8 events (not in order) in a story that can be interchanged to make different story lines. In pairs, they organize the events to create a story. Then they may draw a comic strip, write a story, or “act out” the story they created. Their final products are shared with the entire class and the class discusses how sequence impacts the story.

Example 3: My Favorite Place

Select a favorite place you have visited. Think of 5 things that happened when you went. Using the arrow map put the events in order.

         1st                  2nd                 3rd                4th              5th
Write a story about a trip to your favorite place that includes the five events.

Example 4: Connecting Up

Throughout elementary school, students sequence many different things: events in a story, steps in a process, numbers, positions and size in mathematics, and so on. Many students need help in making these connections. Comparing and contrasting two similar sequences is another way to deepen understanding of this concept:

Steps in going Trick or Treating:

1st get a costume, 2nd get a bag for candy, 3rd decide on where to go, 4th dress up in your costume, 5th take pictures, 6th go to houses, 7th say “trick or treat”, 8th collect candy, 9th eat candy.

How is the author’s trip to the zoo like going “trick or treating”?

Example 5: Re-thinking the Story

Using the same story, have students sequence a different concept. For example, if they sequenced feelings during the first reading of the story, they can re-read the story to sequence settings, actions/events, characters, problems, or solutions.



	Extending/Refining

Compare/Contrast


	Example 1: To the Rescue

Read two stories about an animal helping a child. Have the students complete the compare/contrast organizer by comparing the two animals. Then students write a paragraph comparing the two animals.

Example 2: Tortoise and Hare

Read “The Tortoise and the Hare.” Have students compare and contrast the two animals using the graphic organizer.

Example 3: Shape Up

Do a compare/contrast with two shapes during mathematics time and/or two characters/events in Social Studies using the same organizer. Students then write a paragraph explaining how they are alike and different.

Example 4: “Taste the Difference”

Students pick an adult to compare “tastes” (likes). They may choose parent, grandparent, bus driver, teacher, etc. Then they choose one of the following to compare:

   Favorite song or type of song              Favorite sport

   Favorite movie or type of movie         Favorite food

Students ask adult what is their favorite and compare to their own. They will listen to the songs, view the movie/sport, eat the foods, and use the graphic organizer for note taking. The students can write a compare/contrast paper comparing his/her favorite thing to the adult’s. A visual presentation such as a collage may be used to present the results to the class.

Example 5: Presenting My Opinion

Use the compare/contrast organizer to describe an experiment in science or compare two characters/events in Social Studies. Create a poster to display the results and present orally to the class.

Example 6: Like Me

Alone or as a group, students select another culture. They research it and prepare a 5-8 minute presentation as a member of the culture, talking about what it is like “back home”. (They may represent clothing, use visuals of maps/charts, pictures, artifacts, foods, music, and others). Compare and contrast this culture to their own culture using the organizer.

Example 7: Sort and Classify

In pairs or groups, students will sort and classify the vocabulary words in more than one way. They will need to record their findings. Each group shares and explains the different classify- cations to the class. Then discuss with the class the following: “How is sorting and classifying like comparing and contrasting? How is it different?”

	Extending/Refining

Fact/Opinion
	Example 1: My Favorite Game

In pairs have students pick a favorite game they like to play. Using the graphic organizer, students list at least 2-5 facts and 2-5 opinions about the game. Then have students write an opinion paper using the organizer as a guide.

Game ______________________________

            Facts                                            Opinions

1. 1.

2. 2.

3. 3.

4. 4.

5. 5.

Example 2: It’s A Fact – Or Is It?

Students create playing cards which have a statement written on each and the word “fact or opinion” in the bottom right corner of the card. They must create 5 fact cards and 5 opinion cards. Teacher must check each set of cards to make sure they are correct. With a partner, the students take turns reading a statement on their card and the other player must decide if it’s a fact or opinion. If the player is correct, they get the card, If wrong, the reader keeps the card. When all the cards have been used, the person with the most cards wins.

Example 3: Are You Buying It?

Select 2 to 4 TV commercials designed for children and video-tape them. Show a taped commercial to the students. Discuss what they like about the commercial. Have students identify 1 or 2 statements in each commercial which they think are facts and 1 or 2 statements they think are opinions and explain why. You may need to discuss assumptions students make.

Example 4: Who Do Others Say I Am?

Each student creates a poster “frame” about himself:



Students place the posters on a desk or in a circular format in the room. Classmates will walk around the room writing a fact or opinion they believe to be true about the person on their poster. (All comments should be positive and none should be repeated.)

The student may not write on his/her own poster. Then students write a story about himself/herself using at least 5 facts and 5 opinions from the poster.

	Extending/Refining

Cause/Effect


	Example 1: Connecting Up

Use a passage of expository text from your science or social studies lesson. Give students the effect and have them identify possible causes. Use the same cause/effect organizer as the lesson. Have students draw pictures showing cause effect.

Sample:

Causes


[image: image1]


      Causes                          Event                         Effects

Example 2: My Favorite

Have students pick their favorite season and tell why. List the causes using the organizer. Then students write a paragraph telling why they like the season using the organizer as their guide. Students should use vocabulary or word walls in the writing assignment.

Example 3: Write It Up

Have students write about the events in the passage using the cause/effect organizer to guide their writing. Written work must use at least 5 words from the word wall or other vocabulary list.

Example 4: Keeping It Current

Identify 2 or 3 current events or school events as possible topics. In pairs or as individuals, students choose one of the events and identify the causes and effects. The students complete an organzer to guide them and then they create one of the following:

· a newspaper article

· a collage that depicts causes/effects of event

· an oral presentation to the class about the event

Example 5: To Tell the Truth

Give students samples of graphic organizers that have events with causes and effects included, however, some of the causes or effects are NOT true because the cause does not create the event or effects that are indicated. Students must identify what is invalid and support their conclusion.



	Extending/Refining

Literary Elements
	Example 1: Cover It

Have students pick a favorite book and design a book cover for the book. Complete a story map to use in designing the cover. The front cover needs to depict the setting or characters. On the inside fold write a story summary. The summary must contain setting, characters, the problem and events of the story – but not the solution.

On the back cover, the student should tell what they liked best about the book.The back inside fold tells about the author or contains a drawing depicting an event in the book.

Example 2: Let’s Discuss This Further

After reading the story and identifying the elements of the story, have a Socratic seminar with about 15 members of the class. Create a fishbowl effect by having other students observe the discussion group. The outer circle of students observe and take notes on key points. The purpose of the seminar is to deepen understanding of the text AND of literary elements. For example, with a story set in a very snowy environment, you may ask each student to think of one word or phrase that describes the setting. You may get answers from cold and beautiful to peaceful to scary. Ask how characters must feel or how events could have happened differently.What could have happened instead? What do you think the author meant when he/she said,  “It was a sad, lonely time?” Are you describing events or settings or what?

Example 3: Write a Fairy Tale

Read a short fairy tale to students. Discuss moral or lesson to be learned. Write down the elements of a fairy tale. Give students choices:

Story takes place in :       Charcters are:         Problems are:

woods                               girl/boy                  magic

lake                                   witch                     falls in

castle                                 King/Queen          captured

cave                                   animals                 magic power

What happens 1st? next? last?

As a group, students create their own fairy tale and present it to the class (reading, drawing, or acting out). It must have all the elements included.

Example 4: It’s Showtime

Show a videotape of a story. Have students create a story map showing the story elements depicted in the videotatpe.

Example 5: Story Board

The teacher may either read a story to the class or the students may choose stories of their own. Students create framed sections of drawings that tell the story like a cartoon. In pairs or small groups, students use a long piece of construction paper to draw and label several framed sections.They present their story to the class using the pictures to guide the re-telling.

Example 6: It’s Another Story

Read a familiar story to the class. For example, you may choose to read Goldilocks and the Three Bears. Then write the specific elements of the story on the board: 

A little girl named Goldilocks went for a walk in the woods. She say a house and entered it. She tried the food, the chairs, and the beds. She got caught by the bears and ran away.

Then rewrite the story pattern in a more abstract form, explaining the changes as you go:

· Someone goes into another person’s property without permission.

· The person doesn’t mean any harm but does some damage.

· The person gets caught but runs away.

Finally, you ask the students to identify and describe another story or something they have experienced that has the same general pattern. 

Some common story patterns that are often used with similar themes may be explored.

Example 7: It’s News

Have students create a newspaper article about a topic in science or social studies. They must use the print concepts you have studied within the article. A brief explanation of the print concepts they used and why they were chosen should be included at the bottom of the article or attached to it.



	Extending/Refining

Inferences


	Example 1: Picture It

Use a large picture or several small pictures which have a lot of action or items depicted in the scene. Students first list what they know about the picture through observation.Then ask students what does the picture make them feel or think about? What would they predict was happening in the picture or what might the people/animals be feeling? At this point, students have begun to make inferences about the picture.As individuals, pairs or in small groups, have students write a story aobut the picture using the ideas they expressed during brainstorming. When they complete the story, have students make a list of facts and inferences in their story.

Example 2: Become a Famous Person

Alone or with a partner, student select a famous person who made a significant contribution to mankind. They will need to find out as much as they can about this person, his work, families, hobbies, events in his life, and so on. Then they create a pocketbook full of items, including billfold (if female) or pant pockets (if male) full of items that provides clues to this person’s life. Examples: tickets to events, family photos, license, special membership cards, magnifying glasses and artist brush/paint tubes, etc. Dress up as the person and present him/her to the class. What inferences can be made about this person based on the items in their pockets/purse? Students write a paper on their person. (On the paper, underline at least three facts and double underline at least three inferences.)

Example 3: Who Am I?

Play a game of Who Am I? Using index cards with characters’ names listed on them. Give the students facts about the character and see if they can identify who it is. When they guess the character, they have to make an inference about them to score extra points. The game can be played as pairs, small groups or whole class. Points can be awarded by how soon you can guess the character as you hear facts or simply if you guess the character. (When playing as pairs or in small groups, facts will need to be listed on a card as well, then cards can be matched up.) Have sutdents pick a character and create fact cards for him/her.

Example 4: Tell It Like It Is

Use well-known phrases or metaphors that are often used to describe a person or thing by inferring something. Have students describe the inference that is made about this person or thing. 

Examples: 

Suzie went to that playground like a ‘house afire.’

The bear was mad as a “hornet’s nest.”

Her eyes reminded me of a sky on a clear day.

Her legs felt like “jell-o.” 

Then see if students can come up with additional phrases.

Example 5: Experience Counts

Often, our inferences are based on past experiences. Give students statements that could reflect multiple conclusions and have them make inferences based on the statement. Students should “act out” or draw a picture to demonstrate their conclusion. Share as a class. 

Examples:

· She sat laughing and crying at the same time. (Could be happy, or hopeless, or resigned to her fate.)

· He jumped on top of his teammate, pounding him on top of the head. (He was mad at his teammate and fought with him. OR He was happy because they won.)

· She ran as fast as she could, but she could not outrun him. (She was chasing him and could not catch him. He was chasing her and caught up with her. She was afraid. They were racing, and he won.)
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