	Cognitive Teaching Strategies

     The cognitive teaching strategies are the “core of the lesson.” This is the reading component where the students will be reading the passage. The students can read using shared, paired or independent reading. The students must keep in mind the focus of the lesson. A graphic organizer is used with students to organize the key ideas learned. Questioning is another strategy that should be included at this time. To assess the students’ comprehension, questions should be carefully planned and focus on the skill.

	Cognitive Teaching

Strategies:

Vocabulary
	About the Strategy

	“Usage Chart”

(Word Sort Activity)
	Given a list of vocabulary words for the story, students sort them into categories based on their usage.

Person or Thing

Action Word

Describing Word



	Cloze Paragraph

(Context Clues)
	Given vocabulary words, students are provided a cloze passage in which the students use context clues to place the vocabulary words in the correct blanks, demonstrating their understanding of the meaning of the words.



	Venn Diagram

(Vocabulary Sort)


	Given a list of vocabulary words, students place them in a Venn Diagram based on their relationships to two topics. For example:

                          Earth                Sun



	Word Fill-In

(Context Clues)
	Students are given a list of vocabulary words and a list of sentences. They fill in each sentence with the correct vocabulary word based what makes sense in the sentence.

	Illustrated Words


	Students draw an illustration to represent the meaning of each vocabulary word or phrase. Example:

tie the score

bounce

charge on field



	Predict-O-Gram
	Students complete a chart predicting whether each vocabulary word will relate to a character or an action.

Characters

Actions



	Word Association

(Vocabulary)


	Given a list of vocabulary words, students tell what they think they mean before reading the story and then after reading.

Word

Before Reading 

After Reading



	Synonyms 

(Vocabulary)
	Given a list of vocabulary words, students choose a synonym to match each word.

Example:

1. corner       sun                   edge               angle

2. escaped     ran away          hid                  danced

3. scared       afraid                happy             frightened

	One or the Other

(Vocabulary)
	Students choose the word or phrase that best matches the vocabulary word. 

Example:

1. understand

    be confused 

    know the meaning

2. breaking

    putting together

    coming apart

	Association Chart

(Vocabulary)
	Given a list of vocabulary words, students write something they associate with each word.

Example:

Word

Association

creeks

flood

mountains



	Synonyms / Antonyms Chart

(Vocabulary)
	Students complete a chart providing a synonym and an antonym to match each vocabulary word.

Example:

Word

Synonyms

Antonyms

breeze

smooth

howled



	Vocabulary Relationship Clues
	Have children demonstrate an understanding of the Vocabulary Words by answering questions about them. 

Example:

· Could a chipmunk pick an apple? How do you know?

· Can chipmunks sniff things? How do you know?



	Vocabulary Writing


	Have children each write a friendly letter that uses the vocabulary words and describes them doing something from the story. Then they can trade letters with a partner and write answers to each other’s letters.

	Concentration


	Have children make two sets of word cards and then use the sets to play a concentration game. Cards are placed face down. Players turn over two cards at a time and read each word aloud to see whether they match. The child with the most matches wins. 

(Good for below-level readers)



	Vocabulary Inventory


	Share the following question with the students:

  If you think your uncle is handsome, would you say he is funny, crabby, or good-looking?

Direct children to write such questions for their vocabulary words and then have them trade papers with a partner and answer the questions.



	Vocabulary

Writing Analogies


	Share the following analogy examples with students:

Hop is to jump as run is to possible response: dash, race, speed. 

Up is down as fast is to slow.

Tell children that to figure out the missing word, they must first figure out the relationship between the word in the first word pair. Lead children to conclude that in the first example, the words mean almost the same; in the second example, the words are opposites. Help children complete the analogies. Then help them write their own analogies for the vocabulary words. Partners can switch papers to solve one another’s analogies.

	Vocabulary

Picture Book


	Write the vocabulary words on the board. Read the words together and discuss their meanings. Use the words in sentences, and ask children questions about the words’ meanings. For example, for the word woods ask, Would you see houses or trees in the woods?  Have children illustrate each word on a sheet of paper. Then bind them together to make a vocabulary book for the story.

	Word Category Chart
	On the board make a chart like the one below:

Word

Where in Story

What It Means

How I Know

Write the vocabulary words on the board. Work with children to have them fill in the chart or have them work in pairs to complete it.



	Rivet
	Choose six to eight vocabulary words from the story. Draw lines on the board to indicate the number of letters in each word. Write the letters in each word, one word at a time, pausing for a second after you write each letter and encouraging students to guess the word. When a student guesses the word, finish writing it. When all the words are written, have the students use as many of the words as possible to make predictions about what is going to happen in the story. Record these predictions.

Have students read the selection and determine which of their predictions actually happen.

	 Guess the Covered Word


	Provide a paragraph in which the vocabulary words are covered. Guide students to use meaning clues, beginning letters (as needed) and word length as clues to identify each covered word.

(May be presented on overhead, on board, on a chart, or in a Power Point presentation)

	Write Vocabulary Words in Context
	Have students work with partners to write a short summary of the story. Encourage children to use as many vocabulary words in their summaries as they can. The have partners share their story summaries.

	Vocabulary Check

(Drum Roll)
	Distribute word cards with the vocabulary words and have children sit in a circle with each child holding one vocabulary card. Have children pass the cards around to the rhythm of a drumbeat until the drumming stops. Have each child show his/her word card when you give the appropriate clue.

Example: Show me the card with the word that

· describes people forming a group (clustered)

· tells what a runner did (raced)

· means surprising (amazing)

	Vocabulary

Background Knowledge
	Have children use vocabulary words to give oral or written responses to directives. For example:

· Tell about something you think is amazing.

· When was a time that you raced from one place to another?

	Vocabulary 

Word Structure Clues


	Have children listen to clues and name corresponding vocabulary words.

For example:

· These words are in the past tense (clustered, gathered)

· This word ends in –ing. (freezing)

· These words have the long vowel sound. (raced, amazing)

· This word has three syllables (amazing)



	Write Fill-in-the-Blank

Sentences


	Have each child write fill-in-the-blank sentences that can be completed with vocabulary words. Then ask children to trade sentences with a partner and complete each other’s sentences.

Example:

      We _________ to the finish line.
                                                     

	Vocabulary

Explore Past Tense


	Have children use vocabulary words to write sentence pairs. Each sentence pair should include one sentence written in the present tense and then the same sentence written in the past tense. Encourage children to use their sentences in conversation.

Example:

   I like to wander in the museum.

   I wandered in the museum.



	Vocabulary

Charades


	Use word cards from several stories ( a unit plan) and place them in a box. Have partners draw three words and choose one to act out for the class. Have them place the other two back in the box. Whoever guesses the word correctly chooses a partner and goes next.


