Literacy Across the Curriculum


	Schoolwide Literacy Focus
	Emerging (1)
	Improving (2)
	Progressing (3)
	High Performing (4)

	
	Teachers and school administrators do not demonstrate a priority on schoolwide literacy. 
	Teachers and school administrators focus occasionally on schoolwide literacy. The school leadership team has included literacy goals in the school’s strategic plan.
	Teachers and school administrators focus often on schoolwide literacy. The literacy team has been established. Literacy goals are included in the school’s strategic plan. Literacy activities are monitored through administrative walk-throughs. 
	Teachers and school administrators focus daily on schoolwide literacy, which is guided by the work of a literacy team that includes representatives from the feeder middle school(s). Measureable, data-based literacy goals are established and are included in the school’s strategic plan. Implementation of the goals is monitored by administrative walk-throughs and by the literacy team.


	Resources for Literacy
	Neither the school media center nor classrooms meet the resource needs of the students. 
	The school media center contains limited resources. Content area libraries are provided in a few classrooms.
	The school media center contains resources appropriate for most students’ interests, ages, and reading levels. Content area libraries are provided in some classrooms.
	The school media center contains resources appropriate for a wide range of interests, ages, and reading levels. The media center houses primary-source documents and real-world materials for use by teachers and students. Various technologies that support classroom instruction are available. Content area libraries are provided in most classrooms.


	Modeling Literacy Strategies
	Teachers model effective reading strategies. 
	Teachers model effective reading strategies and encourage student self-assessment. 
	Teachers model effective reading strategies and require students to use these strategies to self-assess their comprehension of text. 
	Teachers model effective reading strategies and require students to use these strategies on a daily basis. All students consistently self-assess their comprehension of text, are aware of any breakdown in their comprehension, and have strategies to apply if needed.


	Reading Requirements
	Students read the equivalent of 5 or fewer books annually across the curriculum. There is no accountability for comprehension of material.
	Students read the equivalent of 10 or more books annually across the curriculum and may demonstrate understanding of the content of materials read.
	Students read the equivalent of 15 or more books (text and nontext) annually across the curriculum and demonstrate understanding of the content of materials read.
	Students read the equivalent of 25 or more books (high-interest text and nontext) annually across the curriculum and demonstrate understanding of the content of materials read.


	Writing Requirements
	Few teachers use effective writing strategies to enhance student learning. 
	Teachers occasionally use effective writing strategies to enhance student learning. Assignments require students to write occasionally in some classes. 
	Teachers often use effective writing strategies to enhance student learning. Assignments require students to write weekly in most classes as a way to deepen their understanding and retention of subject matter content.
	Teachers daily employ a wide range of strategies to ensure students can write and use different writing processes and elements appropriately to communicate to different audiences for a variety of purposes. Assignments require students to write at least weekly in all classes as a way to deepen their understanding and retention of subject matter content. Teachers provide students with exemplars of quality writing and rubrics that determine A, B, C or “Not Yet” work. 


	Effective Research Skills
	Primarily, English/language arts teachers require students to conduct research and prepare a written report. 
	Teachers require students to conduct research and prepare a written report. Teachers choose topics. 
	Teachers prepare lessons that require students to conduct research and communicate their discoveries to different audiences. Teachers choose topics with some input from students. Teachers ensure that students learn to use APA or MLA when completing and documenting research.
	Teachers prepare lessons that require students to conduct research on issues and interests and to communicate their discoveries to different audiences for a variety of purposes. Teachers allow students to choose topics and develop their abilities as independent learners. Teachers ensure that students learn to use both APA and MLA when completing and documenting research. 


	Effective Presentation Skills
	Few teachers require students to utilize presentation skills and enhance their presentations with technology.
	Teachers require students to utilize presentation skills and enhance their presentations with technology. Presentations are assessed with a scoring guide. 
	Teachers prepare lessons that require students to utilize presentation skills and enhance their presentations with technology. Assignments require students to give oral presentations; assessment is performed with a rubric. 
	Teachers prepare lessons that require students to utilize presentation skills and enhance their presentations with technology. Assignments require students to give oral presentations, defend positions, and debate. Teachers provide students with exemplars of quality presentations and rubrics that determine A, B, C or “Not Yet” work.


	Global21 Instruction
	Few teachers require students to develop proficiency in information, media, and technology literacy. 
	Teachers prepare lessons that require students to develop proficiency in information, media, and technology literacy; and thinking and problem solving.
	Teachers prepare lessons that require students to develop proficiency in information, media, and technology literacy. Assignments require students to think and problem solve, and to develop personal and workplace productivity skills. 
	Teachers prepare lessons that require students to develop proficiency in information, media, and technology literacy. Assignments require students to think and problem solve—individually and collaboratively—and to develop personal and workplace productivity skills. 


	Research-based Strategies
	Few teachers are cognizant of literacy best practices. 
	Literacy best practices are explored and utilized by some teachers.
	Most teachers explore and use some literacy best practices in their classrooms, but there is no implementation schoolwide.
	Literacy best practices are explored and utilized schoolwide. All teachers have received quality professional development in research-based literacy strategies. 



Glossary

Resources – Resources include, but are not limited to, content-specific reading material and resources for independent student reading, both print and electronic.
Reading strategies – Examples include, but are not limited to, activating prior knowledge, annotating text, making inferences, reflecting, and summarizing.
Southern Regional Education Board (SREB) “formula” for reading 25 books a year – The average reading rate equals 250 words per minute. The average page equals 500 words of densely printed material or 250-300 words per page in a typical novel. Therefore, on average, students can read one page of densely printed material every two minutes or one page a minute of other material. The average book length is 200 pages. Therefore, on average, students can complete a book in 200 minutes, or three hours and 20 minutes. One hundred and eighty school days with 30 minutes daily spent in reading equals 5,400 minutes. Thus, in 30 minutes per school day, students can read 25 books, or the equivalent, with minutes to spare. (Literacy Across the Curriculum, SREB).
Writing strategies – Examples include, but are not limited to, prewriting, proofreading, and peer editing.
Research – generating ideas and questions; posing problems; gathering, evaluating, and synthesizing data from a variety of sources (e.g., print and non-print text, artifacts, people); less formal researched “pieces” are more often produced in real-world situations, such as feature articles, persuasive letters, proposals, commentaries, and brochures (Literacy Across the Curriculum, SREB).
APA – American Psychological Association is the commonly used formatting style used within the social sciences for research papers, in-text citations, endnotes, footnotes, and reference pages. http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ 
MLA – Modern Language Association is the commonly used formatting style used within the liberal arts and humanities for research papers, in-text citations, endnotes/footnotes, and the Works Cited page. http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/ 
Information, media, and technology literacy – (1) efficient and effective access, evaluation, and creative use of information; (2) the construction of media messages and how media can influence beliefs and values; and (3) the use of digital technology, communication tools, and other technology to research, organize, manage, evaluate, and communicate information.
Literacy best practices include, but are not limited to
· literacy demonstration classrooms in each content area
· ongoing collaborative examination of student work
· coaching, peer observation, and collaborative planning 
· common rubric development for assessment of literacy skills
Acceptable Evidence

Schoolwide Literacy Focus – school strategic plan; standards-based lesson plans; course syllabi; literacy team roster, sample agendas, and minutes; administrator, teacher, and student interviews and surveys; classroom observations of literacy-rich environments (reference books, periodicals, fiction and nonfiction novels)
Resources for Literacy – classroom observations; administrator, teacher, and student interviews and surveys; inventories of literacy resources (e.g., media center, classroom libraries, Accelerated Reader™, samples of student work)
Modeling Literacy Strategies – standards-based lesson plans; course syllabi; administrator, teacher, and student interviews and surveys; classroom observations
Reading Requirements – standards-based lesson plans; course syllabi; administrator, teacher, and student interviews and surveys; classroom observations; list of required outside reading; samples of student work (e.g., student journals, reading logs, book reports, wikis, and blogs)
Writing Requirements – standards-based lesson plans; course syllabi; administrator, teacher, and student interviews and surveys; classroom observations; samples of student work, portfolios, and presentations; exemplars of quality writing; rubrics used for assessment
Effective Research Skills – standards-based lesson plans; course syllabi; administrator, teacher, and student interviews and surveys; classroom observations; samples of student work
Effective Presentation Skills – standards-based lesson plans; course syllabi; administrator, teacher, and student interviews and surveys; classroom observations; samples of student work, portfolios, and presentations; exemplars of quality presentations; rubrics used for assessment 

Global21 Instruction – standards-based lesson plans noting IMT literacy instruction; course syllabi; administrator, teacher and student interviews and surveys; classroom observations; samples of student work
Research-based Strategies – professional development attendance rosters, administrator and teacher interviews and surveys, classroom observations, samples of student work

