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CHARLESTON, W.Va. – President Barack Obama has said, “Change will not come if we wait for some other person or some other time. We are the ones we’ve been waiting for. We are the change that we seek." 

  

As students, educators and others prepare for the start of a new school year, they will return to a changed environment. From preschool to high school, schools are putting President Obama’s words into action. They are not waiting for some other person or time to make changes that must occur to improve how we educate children. 
We would have done our children an unforgivable disservice if we did not recognize that globalization has changed the way West Virginia and other states must think about educating students. Sophisticated technology over the last 30 years has produced a new, global economy. Yet when you look at how most schools operate, little has changed in decades. 
As state superintendent, such indifference cannot continue. Our educational system must change to keep pace with the core knowledge and performance skills all students need to live in an interconnected world. 

We’ve added world-class rigor to core subjects and aligned state standards with national standards in the National Assessment for Education Progress (NAEP), ACT, and SAT, as well as with international standards in the Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) and the Trends in International Math and Science Study (TIMSS). 
We call our improvement plan Global21: Students deserve it. The world demands it. The plan helps public schools move beyond 20th century instruction models and guide all children toward mastery of higher level core subjects and complex concepts, equipping them with the intellectual capital and finely honed skills needed to excel in a competitive digital world.  
Traditional subjects, including math, science, English, social studies and foreign languages, remain at the core of our program. We built upon this solid foundation with the addition of performance skills, including problem solving, critical thinking and collaboration. 
Part of the transformation of our schools into 21st learning centers, includes a more rigorous assessment of learning. The West Virginia Educational Standards Test 2 (WESTEST 2), which replaced the original WESTEST, was administered last spring to students in grades 3 through 11 in all 55 counties. Results of this more challenging assessment were recently released. While there is always room for improvement, I am happy that our teachers and students are rising to meet the challenges presented by WESTEST2. 
Measuring learning is an integral part of the instructional process as we work to narrow the gap between the knowledge and skills students learn in school and the knowledge and skills they need in the 21st century. I am confident the steps outlined in Global21 will lead to real student achievement as we help our kids to be globally intelligent and resilient in a digital world. 

Now more than ever, students need to be taught how to find solutions to problems on their own, to learn how to think critically, to problem solve and to understand other languages and cultures of the world. I want the next generation of West Virginians to be the best educated, best skilled and the best trained in the world. With Global21, and with the collaboration of educators, parents, as well as community, political and business leaders, they will be. 

One of the biggest factors in the overall success of West Virginia students will always be our ability to work in partnership with the governor, lawmakers, educators, parents and the community. We hope that you feel welcome in our schools and that you take advantage of opportunities to become involved, to learn more about your school district and to be a part of the many exciting changes taking place. 
There is not the slightest doubt in my mind that we have the energy, desire, enthusiasm and ability to do what is best for our students. We are all in this together, collectively contributing in different ways to the success of our mission. 

For more information, contact the West Virginia Department of Education’s Office of Communications at (304) 558-2699.
  

  


